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IGHT HONORABLE, : 
War Preſent not theſe rude lines, thereby 


&», to beg protettion; for tf. they be not 
PE able lo ſtand of them, elves , I de- 
WR [1+ they ſhould 10: be ſuppo; ted by 

others; but oncly becauſe ſome years agoe a ſhoit 

draught of them was brought to you! hands 5 and 
your Honour was then pleaſed io judge 1t worthy 
of your View and corfuderation, which makes me 
bold to mind you of what then I intunated unts 
you, which was and 18 thus much , That ſeeing 
drvine Providence hath made you ( with the reſt 
of thoſe faithful and gallant nien of the Army ) 
frnally in$trumental, both in redeeming the Eng- 

liſh Liberty, almoſt drowned m the deluge of T y- 

ranny and [elf intereſt, and alſo unmanacling the 
 fumple and pure truth of the Goſpel , from the 

chains and fetters of cold and dead Formality,and 
of reSiriftrye and compul(ary Power, two of the 

greateſt bleſſmgs our N atyon ever yet enjoyed, [1 

hope the ſame Providence wil alſo diretÞ you fo. 

be afſiftant to comtinue the j 7ne > againſ# all the 
bitterneſs and cruelt of thoſewhoghavi ng obtatn- 
ed liberty for themſelves, care not though others ®- 
be bound up and perſecuted, And moreover guide 
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ging and reforming of Acad:mies, and the ad-_ 
vancement of | Learning , which hitherto hath * 
been little promoted” of bt id into. And I am 
the more imboldned im this confidence, having eX= 
pertmental knowledge and trial, not onely of your ' 
Honours Abilines that way, but al [ſo of your fin- 
cere affettion « and unparalle 1d love to Learning 
and toall thoſe that are lovers and promoters ther- 
of ; which have been the principal M0'1ves 10 
mncite me to tender this rude Eſla ſl 1y, and theſe few 
wnpoliſh'd lines to your profound and mature 
| judgement, which, befrdes the good will of the Au- 
thot. , have little in them worthy your deliberate 
confederation 5| Vet 1 Jnppe if ngbtly werghed 
and examined, therewill appear ſ omething 1 in them. 
of neceſſ (ſary conſequence for the promoting of Lear- 
DNS 5 or at l "aſt to ſtir up ſome M0:C able wits lo, 
make a ſcir py FALTP theſe things that are here 
controveried, wh: CO 1s z 'C er FER of my flag- 
ing defries. But leſt while I Fþeak for truth and 
Learning, I may Speak, my (clf wn ſtead thereof, 
which is naturt's eptdemical diſea ſe,and? n not g lo- 
r yung may ſecm to clory, I only leave them to your 


Honours cenſure, and my ſelf 
Oftober 21. | Your Honoursdeyoted Cleats, 


1993: Jo. Webſter. | 
UEES T © 


To all that truly love the Advance- 
ment of Learning in the Univerſuttes of Cam- 
bridgeand Oxford, or elſewnere, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Hough my Stoical and rigid humor 
might rather have induced me to 
* have practiſed that ſevere Maxim, 
That men in publiſhing their wri- 
_— ting ſhould neither make uſ2 of 
fear nor care, as having that ſufficient teftimony 
in their own breaſts of the ſinceaity of their 1n- 
rentions, and the perſpicuity, certainty and u- 
tility of thoſe things they divulge, that they 
need not fear their pains ſha}l want prote&ton, 
nor care for or fear the cenſures of menz Yet 
knowing I have to deal with Creatures more 
humane, civil, debonayre and ingenuous than 
the many-headed multitude, out of tenderneſs 
toplve any jnſt ſcandall or offence . 2nd out of 
care to gtveall candid and free ſpirits the vlti. 
mate content that lies 1n my pewer, I will give 
{ome few reaſons of this my preſent underta- 
king, eſpecially confidering that he who goes 
about to cenſure and refute the opinions of o- 
thers, cannot but ſtand in need of an Apology 
for himſelf. - 
Some, I make no doubt, will at the firſt fight 


of this artleſs Rapſody, look upon me as ſome 
Goth 
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la .or Scythian, coming 
like a torrent from the Boreal and barren moun- 
tains of cold ſtupidity and dark ignorance, vio- 
lently labouring to bring a deluge or tnundati- 
on upon all the pleafant Gardens of Arts and 
Sciences, and to make an uniyerſal Conquelt of 
all the flouriſhing Kingdomes of antient and 
long-efteemed Literature, thereby to erect the 
Monarchy of feral bruitthneſs and ſavage Barba- 
riſm. Well, whatſoeverthey may or can think 
or ſay of me, Iam ſure they cannot more: expe. 
rimentally and Apodi@ically Anatomize mine I 
diocraſie than my lelf, nor be better acquainted 
with my weakneſs, neſcience, ignorance & errors 
than Iam my ſ{clf, and I have truly more to ſay 
againſt my f<lf than all the world canſay of meor 
bymez, yet if EF may bethought to know the inte- 
rior motions and 1ntentions of mine own heart 
better than others, then I'can truly and cordial- 
ty teſtifie, that my ſoul is altogether inſctons and 
innoc.nt of any ſuch purpoſe. Doubtlefs I my 
through miſtake and want of ability to diſcern 
what Istruth, and what 1sfalſhood, what is true 
learning, and what is but opinlative, painted and 
ſceming_ mifſe the way, and ſhoot far from the. 
mark; yet hath my will and affections ny other 
end but onely to hold outwhat 1s Homogeneows to 
truth, and of real tendency to advance Science, 

Others may imagine that confidence of (cIf- 
ſufficiency, or hopeof fame and vain glory, to 
be ſaid to have attempted great things; or like 
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, 
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Scaliger with Cargdan to think to gain credit, to 


intermeddle withthe ſplendor of the great name 
of 


{| havedrawn meto this undertaking,” And my 
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of Ariftotlez, or to be ſo audacious; being but 
as a9 At or Pygmie, to undertake to combare 
with the Sons of} A»ar, nentring lo-boldly upon 
an Examination of the Academies, which are, 
and have been the Fountains of Learning, have 
been the motives that have had the moſt princi- 
pal impulſe upon-my ſpirits in this iuterpriz -; 
or that in the vain confidence of my abilities in 
oratory, I bave plaid but Agrippe's Ape,to make a 
declamation again(t the approv'd Scholaftick learn- 
ing thereby to be accounted more learned: To 
theſe I plainly anſwer,my ow7 breaſt is mine own 
$axFuary & Yet them jadge what they pleaſe, tor 
ifaffetion to fimple and naked truth had had 
no more influence upon my ſpirit than defire of 
fame 2nd repute, T could have been willing ro 
have been ſilent untill I had been returned into 
that univerſal filence into which all muſt goe; 
and if I benot guilty of too much dubitation 
with P;rrbo, T amnot culpable of too much con. 
ſidence with Ariſtotle. But I muſt needs confels , 
as I never attempte 1any adverſary through the 
mcouragement ofhi reaknels, ſo I never fear: 
ed any becaufeof his . -vpoſed ſtrength; thoſe 
that teach in the Academe are but as others, and 


homo 1s common name toall men. 
And iftheſe men wnderftoodrhat T know better 


howto live withoutthe moſt mew in the Wortd, 
than many in the world know how to live with 
out me, e os would never haye' judged me by 
their own meaſure, nor haveimagined that e1- 
| ther fearorfayour, reputeor dilrepute, could 
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in theſeunelegant lines, as it cannot beof much 
weight'to beget a beliet of gaining credit by that 
means, whereof I am abſolutely conſciousT am 
utterly void; and if 4grippa have done well , 
why ſhould L be troubled to ke accounted his i- 
mitator ? YH | 
Others will look upor:meas an abſolute. Le- 
veller, and imagine that I would but have the 
Treedigged up by the roots, that if I get none 
ofthe main timber, yet I may bave ſome of the 
tops, Or at leaſt to warm my ſelf with thechips; 
And will fay, that as the Presbyters rooted out 
the Epiſcopants , yet it was but to gather the 
Tythes intotheir own Barns; and as the 1nde- 
pendents diſmounted the Presbyterians, yet it was 
but to ride in their ſaddle: ſfowe that talk of re- 
forming the Academies and Schools , do It but 
that we might divide ſomeof the ſpoil; or ſtep 
into the places of thoſe that are turned out, Wel, 
it isan calic expoſition to expound other mens 
aymes by their own, and-to judge what 0- 
thers intend to do, becauſe we our ſelves have 
either done or intend todo the like in like caſes; 
but facility and verity arenot alwalcs twins, 0- 
thers are not neceſſarily corrupt becauſe we are 
ſo, minds as well as faces may have thefamedit- 
ference. But however muſt needs fo far own Le- 
vel/ing, that I hold plat dealing tobe a jewel, 
and he that loves rugged, knotty and uneven 
paths may chuſe them-for me , I ſhall -not wil- 
ingly follow him therein; ſ{meoth; ang-plaia 
wales to me ſeem moreamiable,ſecyre,and com« 
| jo _ . fortable 
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fortable. For the wes, un pak ſought to 
| bow me, yet it could not break me; though the 
| Presbyterian pride did ſeem tothreaten me, yet it 
| could not hurt me, and the Independent forms 
| could never inform me beyond the baſis of a 
better building than man can erect - norcan 
the ſpoil of Academies ever plealemy mind, nor 
ſhall fill my purſe. And thereforeI would have 
ſuch to know that I-m no Dean nur Maſter, Pre- 
'fident nor Provoit, Fellow nor Penſioner, neither 
have I tyths appropriate, nor impropriate, aug- 
mentaticn, nor State pay, nor all the levelling 
that hath been in theſe times, hath not mount- 
ed nor raiſed me, nor can they make me fall 


lower, ni cadit.in terram, non habet unde cadat. 


And he that would raiſe himſelf by the ruins of 
others , or: warm himſelf by the burning of . 
Schools, T-wiſh him no greater plague than his 
own 1gnorance, nor that he may ever gain more 
knowledge than to live toxepent. 

Some alſo will inquirewho, and whatTam,, 
how bred and educated, that I dare be ſo auda- 
cious and 1nſolent to examineand oppoſe that 
learning, which hath been received and appro- 
ved for ſomany years, aſlented unto, and ex- 
tolled by fo many great wits and profound 
judgements, and defended, and patronized 
b all the Academe; in the Univerſe: and will 
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thipk it fit T ſhould givean account of my ſelf, 
thatthe world may judge of mine abilitics, leſt 


my ſhoulders befbund too weak to ſupport fo 

ponderons a burthen. . To all which I might ' 

xeturn this, $5 reſpondere nolucro, quis Coaturus 
x B 
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fit? yetſhall Inot be ſo Cymical, but plainlytell 
them that Herewler iscafily known by his foot . 
and the Lion by his paw, the Treatiſe it ſelfwili 
wfficiently ſpeak both my ſtrength and weak- 
neſſe,'my Icience and 1gnorance, and caules are 
beſt knownpby their effects, andthe tree by its 
fruits, and therefore they need no cleerer rules, 
or meavs to judge by, 'than the things herein 
laid down. . And if Iknow little (as Iam moſt 
conſcious that Tonly know this, that I know 
nothing atall, atleaſt asT ought to know) Ict 
not my education be'blamed, but my negli- 
genceand ſtupidity, thoughI muſt confeſs I ow 
little to the advantages'of thoſe things called 
the goods of fortune, - but moſt { next under 
the goodneſs of God) to induſtry : However, I 
am a free-born Engliſhman, a Citizen of the 
. world, and a ſeeker ofknowledge, and am w1l- 
ling to teach what I know , and learn what I 
know not, and this is ſufficient ſatisfaction to 


modeſt inquirers.. | 

Furthermore, ſome may object and ſay, that 
this Treatiſe is but like Plato's Repnblick , Sir 
Thomas Moor's Utoyia, or the Lord Bacor's new 
Athlantis, fraughtwith nothing but Heterodoxal 
novelties, and imaginary whimſeys, whichare 
not to be imitated , 'and are meerly unpraftica- 
ble. To this I anſwer, that phantaftical heads 


may very well |be filled with ſuch roving 
thoughts, and: itel'crotches, yet ado wry 
have them'to know 'that mn Platoon: - 


"Thongs 'AMoor's 'Dtopia, ar 
more excellent things contained t 
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L & Ine Iteager. 
ments and impoſiibilities, though, the general 
blindneſs,andcurſe upon: the Sonsof Mewihadp 
them £16 ſeeing or praftifing any thing thatmay 
break the yoak or remoye the burthen + andifor 
the arcane et magnalia nature, aimedatby Sir 
Francis Bacon , they might be brought to ſome 
reaſonable pertefton , 1f the wales and means 
that he hath preſcribed, were diligently obfer- 
ved, and perſued ; and if theſe poorlines of 
mine contained but any treaſure comparable to 
any of their rich mines, 1 ſhould {et an higter 
Character of efteem upon them, than now | 
ought, or they any way merit. And tt ts 
true, that ſuppoſed difficulty, and,impoſibili- 
ty, aregreat cauſes of determent from attemp- 
ting, ortrying of new diſcoveries, and enter 
priles, for the ſJoathful perſon uſually cryeth, 
go not forth, there 1s a Lion or Bearin the way; 
and if Columns had not had the ſpirit to bave at- 
tempted, againſt all ſeeming 1mpoſlibilitics, 
and diſcouragements, never had he gained that 
1mmortal honour, nor the Spaniards been Mas» 
ſters of the rich 7zdies, for we often admire 
why many things are attempted which appear 
' to us as Impoſhhble,. and yet when attained , we 
wonder they were no ſoonerfet upon, and tried, 
ſothough the means here preſcribed may ſeem 
weak and difhcult to be put into uſe, yet being 
practiſed may be found eaſy and advantagious. - 
And1hopenewnelſs need not be a brand to any 
indeavor, ordiſcovery, ſeeing itis bit a meer 
relative to our intellects, forthat, of which we 
wereIgnorant, being diſcovered tous, wecall 
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new, which oug it rather ro mindus of our 1m- 
becillity and ignorance, than tobe any ſtain or 
ſcandal to the thing diſcovered , for doubtlcſly 
he ſaid well that accounted Phz/sſophy to be that, 
which taught us 2ihi] admirari, and admiration 
1s alwates the daughter of ignorance. 

And'if ſome ſhall allege that hereisnothing 
mine own but| what is gleaned and colle&c4 
from others, and fo i; nothingelſe bur a tran{- 
cfiption, and that if every bird rake her own 
feather, Tihall be but left naked and bare. Well, 


Auppole all this be true, and that arhil diGFnm 


quod non prins, yet is this n2 more blameable in 
methan 1n others|, for I confeſs the moſt of the 
Arguments I have uſed have been borrowed 


from thoſe learned Authors whoſe names have 


uſed , or whoſe writings I have cited, yet are 
there many things alſo of mine own, at leaſt 
the methode and! manner of arguing , ſo that 
1 may ſay with! Marrobivs, onne menm, nihil 
mam. Andi thethings therein contained be 
hinted at and taught by others, then 1 only am 


. not Paradoxal but they alſo, and I have produ:» 


ced their tcltimony, that the world may ſee 
how many valiant champlons have ſtood up to 
maintain truth zgainſt the impetuous torrent of 


antiquity, authority and uniyerſality, ot opi- | 


nion; andthovgh they be not ſo numerous, yet 
are they no babes, but ſtrong men, who fight 
not with the plumbeous weapons of notions , 
Syllogiſm, and putatien, but with theſteely in- 
ſtruments of demonſtration, obſervation , and 
experimental induction, ſo that I hopeT ſhall 

nor 
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not be accuſed of novelty and fingularit 
I haveſo many noble Heroes to 6 


However I may becenſured, Iintend not to a- 
ſperſe the perſons of any, nor totraduce nor ca« 
lumniate the Academies themſelves, but only the 
corruptions that time and negligence hath in- 
troduced there , but ſimply to attempt ( accor- 
ding to my beſt underſtanding ) ſomereforma- 
tion , not er:dication of their cuſtomes, and 
learning , which though I have (peradventureg 
but weakedly mannaged, yetI hope my poor 
mite, with the candid and ingenuous will be 
accepted, and forthe reſt I valuethem not, and 
I intreat the more able to ſupply w 
of ſtrength hath left incompleat, and1mperfect. 

Laſtly, I have rather intended this asaneflay 
to break the1ceto ſome more able judgement , 
than as ſufficient of it ſelfto perform what 1s ai- 
med at, becauſe have neither performed what 
I ſhould havedone, nor what I could, but only 
traced, out ſome few cleer things as a guide to 
higher and morenoble undertakings: In a word, 
if I haveſaid or done any thing that may truely 
advance Science, Ihavemineend, it otherwile, 
blame the weakneſs, not thewill of him, who 
ſubſcribes himſelf, 


OFob.21. Servant to all thoſe that 
1653. truely love Learning» 


Jo. WEBSTER. 
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In ar yptian darkneſe men do live, 
O'recome with Fancies which the Schoolmen give ; 


High- ik, -Tower men, who ſuch notions make, 
N hive but Babel we from them can take. 


Weave now ſuch damack., Webſter, that this age 
| Erernize may thy Name with th* Grecian Sage. 
Build Thou a School, whoſe ſtrong foundation may 
Sacred remain, when Thow art laid in Clay. 

Time then ſhall write in brazen ſheets Thy Fame, 


nds Guard- Angel ſhall bows Thy Frame, 


Rebukmsg Schoolmen with Thy very Name. 


B, D, N.& Medicus, 


To 


"To the Readercon 
| 


Hoe fears the ſame of Academick /enſe 
y V Muſt blame this eAnthory ſaying, a 
1s fitter for him, than a weed thus ſpripes 
In any Grove, that 5 ſhadowen-by the wings 
Of Pegaſus , that nimble Horſe that runnes 
eAmong the Goths, the Vandals, a»d the Hunnes ; - 
But we are Chiiftians, ſaythe men that bottle | 
All-their Extiratt ions out of Ariſtotle ; 
we are the men that muſt amuze the.world 
with what He hath broach'q, and till among |t ws burl'd: 
But here's a manthat tells the trmth indeed , 
And (hewes our Human Learning but a weed, "A 
' Adream of yefternight, and no ſuck thing 
As men from Oxtord , or from Cambridge bring. 
Reader conſider what he ſaies, and mark 
What Artifice of miſchief lyes 3th*dark,, De” 
How Ignorance hath brav'd it outs and fill RT 
Goes veil d and maik'd under the name of Skill ; =. 
- How men pretena to that which # Divine, 
And yet diſcern not what is but Humane, 
Now earneſt (hould we be, and valiant thes 
Againſt thoſe Idols of the times, mhowhen 
They know not God, or what is taught by him, 
Wanuld yet in lower waters drink, and (mins 
Of Human Learning? But how vain and odd x 
| 1s his conceity that knowes neither man nor Gods - 
And yet would fain perfwade the world that he "0 
(an handſomely nnfold each myitery ? | _ 
eAway with fond conceits, let us lament 
Onr not p82) 9s, eee may #5 contents 
Whith lies not in the Creatures view, much le(s 
Can any ſee it, whothemſelves do bleſs, 
In groping after that which men enhance, 
Ard yet what 18 it , but meer Neſcience ? A. 
Well-fare the gAuthor of this learned Book, | 
4}  #boſe pains from us frauds of this vature took, 
8 whe, 2 P!AdigaroG- FC. AM 
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Yu the general ends of eretting publick School's. | 


T is a truth clearly evideacial to all, who in 
a ſmall meaſure haye but conyers'd with Hi- 
ſtory, or are not abſolute Infidels 

4 che fidelity and fats of former ages 
W there have been few Nations fo feral and ſa- 
 vage, who have not honoured literanue , 
and 9 (Gini way or other have not infticuted means for the 
of Learning, Which is ſufhcicatly witneſſed 
6.9ey /*rw Or note ; for the Indians had their 
Prankakdks s, and Gymnoſophiſt, the Perſians their Ma- 
2u{e4s, ot Magicians, the antient Gaw/es, and Britaines 
their Drwides, the Jewes their Rabbres, both (abalifts and 
TalmadiFt ood the Grecians their Maifters and Philos 
ſophers.''* The e/Egyptianr alſo bad their Prieffs, who 
were men oo trans, Bo _— bur account of the Gre- 
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pak Por Gre empr is preri ; and this was thac re 
eing Skilled in, 19 by. 


we p36 ts peach; warn copies 6 th eng 
| and & WAS inftiuured fra a boy wn all the karning of 
the AE gpptianse. | . 
Now theſe had their Gymnaſi 54 or ; publick Schools , 


Philoftrat. in wherein they inſtructed their youth , as Apollonixs $594, 


vila Apoll. 
Tyan. 
AﬀR. 22. 3. 


witneſſeth of the Indians, and 1o S'. Paritefbifich: of him- 
ſelf, that be Was brought np, at the feet of Gamatliel, And 
doubeltGin inucation of theſe EafFern Nations.he Grgcians 
ereQed their Schools , and Hrademiesz for Pyi hagoras, 
Democrituu, Socrates, Plats, and others , haying travelled 
_ forein parts, to participote of their knowledge, ard re- . 
home abundantly inxiched therewith , di opea their 
—_ to inſtru their _ <63xng ard to et them in ſome 
—- raft of the ſweet fruit of their WW 9c and dear= 
bought Science. Yet had they not (as faras1 an gather). 


any publick ſaJaries, bur their merit was their maintenance, 
and their excellency in arts, and diligent induſtry, the only 


| Trumpet co blow d their foges z and to procure wo 


both advancement, and aulcultators, 
I (hall nor need to enlarge my felf.to.ſpeak of their anci-' 


quiry,or the commendable cads of their firſt ereRion, ir being 
manifeſt that the chief —— the infliturtion of them-amoo 


the Heathen, were firſt toingble men for their Roc pry oh 
the Commonwealth ; and ſecondly to fit them for the-ſer-. 


vice, or warſhi ofeiiie Idols, Af Ee Which. 
ends ( Kyerſfied inthe objeRt ) . all pro» 
babiliry ) the ſame that Chriſtians a at in 

their Schoa:s.and Uniyezfities : The firlt of which was« 
Pelitich, uſefull a ofitable, inabling men forall. kind of 


nol ping ba icary and civil, withopt which men: 


do not much differ from. brute agimants; the perfeion- of 
which isthe greateſt pu rags that tne in- this frail life 
can be panakers of, - and.in compaziſon.ob. which all other 
worldly treaſures ate bug, as vagours and emprinels, - 

B ut the ochexcad , n camly by he pr fie 
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a6 inable med for che Mliniſhys 20d thereby to untock the 
ſealed Cabinet of the counſel of God (as it bath beea com. 
monly received in. ty and. vied in practice ) hath 
; not onely failed & the principal-cnd aimed ary but been 


quite contrary and oppoſite thereunto. For every thing 
and ati- 


| (herched ard cleyared beyond its 'owh proper 

vity, becomes not ney vain and + but alſo 

hurtfull and Boni oruli, of nſus nectſſariny ſed N 

cum ſine lumine afþicere volun , nihil es ſpecies proficu , 5 I 

nthil propria vis, ſed t nocmmentums The cies are Co1.ﬀ wp. 2, 

good, and neceſſary for uſe, but when they will ſee without Hom. 6, 5. 

light, the fpeties of things doth not profit, their own vertue 

doth mot profit, but bring necument: $0 humane know- 

ledge is good , and excellent, . and is of manifold acd tran- 

ſcendent uſe , while moying inits own orby but when ic will 

ſee further than its own light can lead ic , it then becomes 

blind, and defiroyes itlelt. So ifthe Academies had kept 

within their own ſphear,and onely taughe burtane ſcience , 

and had notiapride and yain olory, mounted inco the Chas 

riot of the Sun like Phaetos, they had then neitherdiforde« 

red nor mjured Thevlogie that - is above them, nor the things 

of aature , which they account below them z5 nor_had t 
attempted: to ſend labourers into the Lords Vineyard, whi 

none but he himſelf alone can do; nor been negligent | in 

that burthen , and labor, that was peculiar uoto chem , and 

incumbent upon them. And to cleer this we ſhall only 

rouch ſome few arguments , becauſe elſewhere-we bave 

laid mote. 

x. The chief ſtope and drift of the Golpel is to bumble . 
the proud, and im3 of loſt man, and -to 
ler him fee that he is:(norw eras mrs 19 of all 

LS wal _— blind, K be 
"Acc while i wolpmkllghs" | 
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his ac 


we 


has g "IIS" 
. n T ke"... » . EB | 
Y % l 
** - MESS = 


. FX *.. on . 2.24 & ©C4% i es 4 & 
& P a 4 p df - A y das , —_ l _ 7 I; % » G y . 
: fe _ A - y Akt . i E- 4M; 
ALE — 3 oem y | ” Ws 4 - 6 BE? 3.3 * bs / 
\_e-+ ” i ra ” , . \ d - ” Se Lott £* OY 
Ws - EL « Tir / _ : yo = CEN "A VW 
'<] 4-3” : = , - F 
4) = z _ gba # 4.07 4E. ( : . 
- Wis 2 £7.96 4 : 4-04 : 

_— Ts ER. - 4 - - Iv , - 4 
5. ES J PY - ,* - v of 

-— - 5 4 pay,» . 
- 5 + wy - ? 
- | £ ; e / ON w 
= ; = ; a} 

4 _— - _"_ . 
= : *x. 3 g | L 

: > _ : : ' 

b : »—= | 
4 » 


1-100 pretiofior deog quient  propter enum vilior fibi, Every one 
| q becomes ſo much more vile unto God, by how much more 
Dy he ts precions unto himſelf, ſo much more precious unto 
= |= God, by how much more becanſe of him he is vile wato 
7 himſelf. | 
7 Ft 2. The end of tie Goſpel is to diſcover the wiſdome of 
i} WP oO 19,20 the world ( in the beighe of irs purity and perteon) to be 
's 1 meer fooliſhneſs , that 10.it may not be ballanced or compa- 
i red with thoſe diyine raies of Czleſtial light that the Spirit of 


God reyeals in and unto man, Mectora eſt ſcienria mage. 
Auguſt. ſop. va hominis ſcirt y quia ipſa nibil eft per ſe , & quonians 
Pſal.70+ quicquid eft, ex deo et , et propter deum. eft, Thus us 
the whole knowlidge of man, to know that it us nothing of 
it ſelf, and that whatſoever it i:,1t 15 of God, andfor God, 
Bur chis opinion; makes man confidently walk on i» the 
Ia. 50.11. * light of his own ſparks y| and by the fire that he hath kin- 
kled unto himſelf. and to prize it avoye the glorious and gi- 
ven light of the Spirit of Grace , and therefore (as ſaith the 
' Prophet) t0 ly down #n ſorrow. e Ad veram ſapientiam 
uti libe 9. pervenire nou poſſunt,, qui falſe ſue ſapientie figncia 
ry decipiunt, Thoſe can never attain unto true ſapience who 
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yk attained the Magittery of univerſal ſcience, hath a. treaſu- 
| y ho row— corn 7 things aud old..; Now this 
wu tenent doth attribure it to a fleſhly power; contrary-to the 
A: | Core 2, 14. *b of God, which denies ito be in the power 
4 acquifition, The _—_ man hy 2s, gs of 
the Spirit of God, for hey are fooliſhneſs anto him © nei. 
—g can he Fl thew,becauſe they are ſpirinally diſcern YN 


? deceive themſeluts in the confidence of their own falſe wiſe 
# Aome, by : 

{ | . The teaching cf fpiricual and Goſpel knowledge is 

| — EPPS - —_ and hs ring and Cid ES ab 
1 Job 6. 45. Spirit of God, 1t is neiher of man, nor hy man, fleſh and 
UF blood reveal; it mot , but the Father which #s in heavens 
j b and every Scribe fit for the Kingdome of heaven 1s tanght 

WM 4 of God, 'Dottns autem ſcriba yg qui HMagifterium wni> 
| » Nich- de cuſa, verſals [ciemie adepting, habet theſaurum, ae qua proferre 
I + defiliatione poteſs novs et vetera, For the tawght Scribe, who having 

| 'h; 


ry ont 


- 


Sc £ 4 : . . $ », 
; 0 ITO CAGE ARE «4 W, - - 3 
2 Tn v \ OTs..f ey £ 145 05 heh n " 4 "008 *x7 ff - 


C% = P $2 6 rw wes - EF re 
A040 Sid os a is bY *ÞY * c | "= ys OR 
© £ ” wn 1 n les of + $2 -” pn * OF) Z-04D 


< , = & - 4 a A - 
 . £4. DO - 
I We * 2 T7 : Io © 


F 8 l y 0m. , CY : : 1" a ” og FX y - 4 WE , n N A. & 
”Y g x" 2 0 be ae, \ Cs ; , W. = PER 
$ : LOO I - , : ban ts T'Y 
. « > RITES > 
2 by - _ Nun DO "2. 

. Fi _ 
| »& =: 1-2 
ON . » =o s » Zire 4 
. : . 5 Ly 4 - bs 
a A C3 o "— * ; S L. 
= * , , | 4: Sa 

* C "7 


4. The weapons and inflruments 'of -a winiter of the 
Goſpel are of a more tranſcendent and ſublime nature, chan 
thoſe that one man can furniſh another withall ,' they are 
not carnal, but ſpiritual, not mighty through #4 or our pow- 2 Cor.to- 4,5. 
er, but through Chriſt , noc tor the elevating and blowing 
up, but for the pulling down of ſtrong holas., caſting down 
imaginations, every thing that exalteth jt ſelf againſt the | 
knowledge of God,and bringing into captivityevery thought vid.Chryſots 
10 the obedience of Chriſt; Now is it not manifeſt that all 512+ loc: 
the Science that men or Schools can'reach is but:carnal:, and 
tends to exalc & nor pnill down the imaginations of man?and 
therefore true of chem, as one ef the Antients ſaid, Nagas .  _ 
tenemns, et fonte veritatis amiſſo, opinionum riuulos con- ane wg Fog 
ſeftamur, We hold trifles , and the fountain of verity beins-ghyc filiis, 
loſt, we fellow the rivulets þ opinions, 

5- The Apoſtles and Diſciples neither taughe- nor:practi- 
ſed any ſuch matter , but bad us beware of Philoſophy , 
which ss after the rudiments of the World, and not after C 91.2.8. 
Chrift: Nay the Apaltle forbad us eyen to ſpeak or de- 
clare the things of Chriſt in/the wiſdome of mens word: , be. * ©0r-1. 17 
cauſe thereby rhe croſs of Chriſt 3s made of none offett, and , Cor.2.4, 5. 
thereby mens faith doth but ſtand in the wiſdome of man, 
and not in the power of God, | There 18'a very remarkable 
and ap rion recorded. by \{orpoſtome of rwo men E 
diſputing , the one a Chriftiang the other 'an heathen, and 'F 

the queſtion betwixt them was, whether Pax/ or' Plato 'weye of 
more eloquent , the Chriſtian arguing for St. Paw/ "and 

heathen for his malter' P/aro,, (of whotn he afft:ms that the 

Chriſtian badthe ent chat belonged to the beathe?, and 

the heathen that which belonged to the Chriſtian, and'dra- 

weth this-conclufion. S5 Platone diſertior” Panlut frſſet 5 chy om. 35 £ 
multi now immerito aſſerere potniſſint , n0n gratia viciſe in 1 ad Cor. 
Panlum, ſed facundia; ex quo ſatti conftatynon in ſapientia cap. bv. 17+ | 
human pr edicationem fattam efſe,fed in divindgratia. If 
Paul had been more eloquent than Plato, many not unwor- 
thily might have aſſerted, that Paul had been Vitor, not by 
grace , but facuniity, from whence it is ſufficiently manifeſt | : 
that the preaching of the Goſpel w as not made in the _— = 
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bs: *S The Examimatuon - *_ " 
dome of man, but in divine grace. Therefore is this ceach- 
ing | praQtice contrary to the Apoliles rule and canon, 
6. All things that by the Sparic of Chrilt aretevealed un» 
to, or wrought in man, are for chis end, to take away from 
the crearuce totally all cauſe and ground of boaſting of glo- 


rying, and to g _—_ to God ſolely, ro whom 1c is | 
+ Es es the Lord, and 


1 Cor. I. 29, due. He that rejo 
$1. let mo fleſh glory in his preſence. Nonconfidat predicator , 
vel auditor werbi divini, de acumine ingeniiy, de ſubtiltn 

de ſan. tate ſcrutinis , de ſedulitate ftudii ; ſed magis corſfidat de 
vidtor, in Di- bonitate dey de pietate oraculi, de humilitate cordis intimi, 
Galcalic. Let wot the Preacher or bearer of the divine word, truſt in 
the aruteneſs of his wit , the 089247 6 of hus ſcrutiny , the [e« 

dulity of bus ftudy : but rather let him truit in the goodneſs 


of God , inthe piety of the eracle , inthe Eumility of his in« 
ward heart. Burt this tenenc of Schools inabling men for 
the Miniſtery, teachech man to glory in his gotten learning, 
and acquired parts, | and fo is contrary to the truch of 


Chriſt, SL | 

Objet, T. Tothis I know ic will be objzAed , That 
Schools teach the know of rongues , without which 
the Scripcures ( being originally written 1n 'the Hebrew and 
Greek.) cannot be truly and righ:ly tranſlated, ; 
nor interpreted - and therefore 1 1s neceflary that Schools 
and Academies (hould teach theſe, as y and mainly 
conducible co this end. To which I ove this free and 
cleer reſponſion, 

Rolf x. Ir is not yet n_ concluded , either 
which are the rue original copies (elpecially concerning the 
Hebrew, Th lewiſh congue 
hay.ng beenofren altered and corrup cd by their feveral in- 
termixtures With, and tranſmigretions into otherNations; or 
that. they have JR Ne wen Ae La unto our 
hands, For Languages Change and alter, as faſhions and - 

. garmen's, Mualiarenaſcentur , que nunc cecidere, cadent- 
q«e ; Neicher have we/ any thing to afſuce us in this. point , 
but bare tradition and hiſtory, which are various , perplex, 
dubious, contradiftory and defic And har it which in 
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nifefting rhe tdubltable 1th ro others, yg <_ 
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And tbeſen his dann Tc ers th 2 
bies, underfiood the Hebrew and Greek! 
by then underfiood nothing of the es 


for © they ſtumbled at the th hb 
they were 2 Pokkgy! tn humane le tologs Songs » yer 64 
e wikdome , for had a 


they not know God in his diy t. 
known it ,. they would not have wcified the Lord of Life. hor ne 
And therefore 1s NOT tODgues the ri ey key to ualock the Scrip. 
turesy but the Spirit of Chriff, chat opensy, and no man v5 7» 
ſhuts, and a tide MAN Opens. 

3- This is built upon no ſurer a foundation than « tradi. 
tional faith, for oporter diſcentem credere, every man muſt 
believe hisTeacher& —_ hath no more in dire 
era by man, who isnot able to receive the thin 
are of God, for they are ſpiritually difterned, So ke in 
this caſe be that underſtands the original tongues, in which 
the rext was fiſt written , conceives no more of the mind of 
God thereby , than be that only can read or hear read the 
rrapflacion in bis Mothers tongue - For the reaſors are every 
way pareil, and para/le}; for whar difference is thete be- - 
rween him ere n bis teachers zkill, and be thatre- 
lies upon the skill of a Tranſlator, are they.not both alike, 
fnce ry ace bur + orion bene al of errors, mil 
fakes and 

The errors 2nd iniftakes tharKhill remain, andare dai- 
ly divorced dogmorniey = len | 
1genee gs nat 

nghced rome not arrived ar io uchy | 3 asto- 
compleat onetranſlation gm per you! (od 
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ceit ) of all or the molt Tranſlations , men ulually preteg- 


( as men 


ppropriated 


iz 1K pretending exa& $kill in the original coogues, doall wreſt 
X: 14 - theScriptures to make god their leveral tenents, and tradi- 
E:- tional formes, which plainly demonltrates the uncertainty, if 
cot yanuty, in boaſting of, and truſting in this fleſhly weapon, 
of the knowledge of tongues, | 
5. Laſtly, while mea truſt to their skill in the underſtan- 
ding of the original tongues, they become utterly ignorant of 
the irue original tongue , the language of the heavenly Ca- 
aan , Which no man can underſtand or ſpeak, but he thac 
| is brought into that good Land that flcwes with milk - and 
|Z « honey,ard chere to be taught the language of rhe holy Ghoſt, 
| Jo. 3- 31, 32, for he that u from heaven t heavenlyg and ſpeaketh 
T heavenly things, and all that are fot the earth, do bat 
i 1% . ſpeakearthly things + So that hethar 1s moſt expert, and 
i exquiſi:e in the Greck and Oriental! tongues, to him notwirh- 
if, Randing the languape of che holy Gholt , hidin the lerter of 
1. the Scriptutes , 15 but as Hireg/yphicks , and Cryptography, 
iT which he can never uncypher gunleſs God bring his. wn key, 
i and teach him how to uſe it, and-otherwile the yoice of 
1% 8 Saints will bur be unto | him as the yoice of Barbarians , 
i Fat even 45 4 ſounding braſs, and a tinkling C ymbal, 2s NO; 
HY oivirg any perfett or diſtinct ſound, | le OIVS 
vl Acd therefore as nothing that 1. have. ſpoken/is intended 
3 l | 2gainſt the learning and u of languages fimply, fo.1 am - 
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i; not averſe co mens endeavours. about the ſame, nor their. 


| pains n perfeQiog tranſlations , tur could: heartily. wiſh. ir 


wereten times more 
know, chat it is the isthe 
ro — np 
any good 
Cirift by 
not from Pn. excellency 
cifull opzrarion of his 
maketh a/l things to co opryate for the benefit of thoſe whit 
he hath called according to his own purpoſe, 
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rn ag 1 of rongues or cadifibioat ie ariſech 
; bur tolely and onel y from the met- 


— EO ee Ee ——_— _— = 


EE, 


Of the drvifzon of A tademick learning , and fuſs 
of that called School -T heolog 'y- | 


T He.e are three things concerning Academies, that do ob - 
vioully offer themſelves to our exainination ;- Fuſt, 
that Learing which is the lubjeRt of their labours, Second- 
ly, their method in the tea and deliycting it unto others. 
ar theix Conflicutions and Cuſtorves, of which we ſhall 
{peak 1n order; and firſt of that learning which they ſubjec- 
tively handle ; for they very proudly: , and vaingloriouſly 
pretending to make men Do#ors in divers Sciences , and 
Maſters, and Barchelors in or of Arts, it will be yery neceſ- 
fary to conſider what theſe Sciences and Arts are on NEG 


which mza are by ther made Maſters, left <—; OTI 


men yainly boaſt& imagine that they are 
be Maſters of none, but rarher io oa ofall or ard, os 


no leſs ingenuous than true , whi 
Caries acknowledgeth of vimfelf, That yaviog 
young years (timulated with as 
ct knowledge, and having ruatho;ovg' the courſe / and Cur- 
ricle of the. Scholaſtic k Rudies,, after which by cuſftome and 
apt een into the number of the learned , 
eycnthen (daich he) Tor wedwbiis totgue ertoribus implices 
tum efſe adimadverti, ut omnegdiſcends conatus-nibil ali= 


| ud ms mjeede ages 468 quod - eacanaaanon me- 


is Sptcirgoho worketh all and in all, and gn 8. 8. 


the learned Renatirs des Difſerta» de 
been from his Methodo. 
ardor/and-defire Þ-P%2-3- 


0 Many 6 my {dof 7 or 
4d indie al ef fires of learning ro bave me no 
more, than that more and more 1 had detetted mint own 
iEneragce] Memorable, Faithfull, and valtly mode is thay 
Lib. Stud* free confelfion of that miracle of | Baptiſta van-H 
a9 act mont, who whed he had accompliſhed es courle in Phtleſoe 
Re 2, degree of a Mafter of Arts ,"le 


$440 and wasto recelye his 
il ſopher he was , and 


to examing what a 
Jt * iogce he had gain ſaith, Comperi me liter 4 infl is 
189 tum, et veluti manducato | porno wetito plane nudum , pre 
{'Y terguanm quod artificioeſe altercari didiceram. T mum Os 
I ' enotui mihi quod: nihil ſcirems et fſcirem quod nihili , 

8. 7 found my ſelf puffed up with the letter, aud plainly te, 
Rk aſt hough I had eaten fp the forbidden apple , except that [ 
4 : kad learned artificially ts chide. Then firit it was kyown 
187 to me , that I knew nothing , and what I knew was 
lk of mo value, And theiefore modeſt] es this 
—©2 | concluſion; Peratto ergo curſus cum ni ſolidi » mil 
= 4 | veri ſcirem , titulun magiftri artium recuſavi; nolens, 

; 


wt mecum morionem profeſſores agerent , magifrum ſep- 
| tems artinm. declararent 4 qui- nondum i: ſcipulus, 
| Therefore the courſe of my Andies being finiſhed ety f 
| knew nothing of ſolid y , wothixg of trath, 1 dr "he 

2 | WI . title of HMaiter of Arts,, unwilling th: ofe ſors ſhould 
| 


(5 


At play the fool with way ther they ſhould deelare me Maſter 
if of the jeve- «Ar! ty19/0\45 yet was rot 4 diſciple,or tanght, 
Ft And ccu'd wiſh chart all thofe that boaſt of being Maſ- 
my ters of Arcs had thetrue inſight of their own ſelf-infufficiency, 
i 4 then, would they be more willirg to learn , than to underra : | 
2 * |; "The fit uſual 5 Bo fion of ScholaFick learning i is into hr 
: * | vine ard Humare; che firſt of which they common 
: 


wood 


148 that 1 Improper /' ard ts own title mac School Bovine 

1:1; acd ſometiwes more modelily and aptly, School-Theolopy, 

= ns | .and by ſomie (Mecraphy/ichs, or Natural Theology, the the Ve. 
WT | ”Y Peickinell and Hurtfulnefſe of whichwe ſhall fhew 

| ome few cleax arguments, | > | 

i | Fult, the Vanity of appar ia this, that 
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cademies hayeundeicaken to teach that which hone but the 


| WM”; | 

wo Sping of Chrifkis the-gue Door of , and ſo-comrary tothe Marth. 23 9. 
os ' uruth callawen teachers and makers upon earth , When we James 3, 1+ 
5 have but one father (to teach thele things ) which-is in 

F heaven, and one true Mafter (who only can diſci in 

"Bf theſe things ) even Chriſt, and not yainly ( becauſe 


of mans praceading to reach -us thoſe things in the ordinaty 


fl way of humane teaching ) to be called, or ta call ons another 
4s Rabbits z for every good gift, and every perfett gifris from Jam. 1. 13. 
od above, and commeth down. from the father of lights ,* with 
FI whom is na variableneſſt,:neither ſhadow efturning. Ido. 


I pot deny nor ny wen the ticles of being called Doors and 
4 Maſicrs for their koowledge in natural and civil things, and 
/ for to have a Civilscyerence and honour , but-to haye thefz. 
ules given them as able, or taking upon them toteach ſpiri- 
rual things, is vanity and pride, 1f nor blaſphemy: For I mult 
conclude with Clryſoftome, Ommnis ars ſnis rermins; non Chiyſoſt, in 
i contentay ftultitia eft,. Every art not conrent with it own E£p-4d Cor: 1. 


bounds , is faoliſbneſſe, And therefore ſober and Chriſtian <2P+2-Hom. 7. 


ſy "- , 
like is that conclufhoa of Carytefus ſpeaking of Theologys 
4 Sed cums procerto et explorats JS 3. quod 4d illens 
F: dacit doftis nox magis patere quam indottiv, yeritatoſqne 4 
W deo revelatas humani ingenii captum excedere , verebar ne 
4 in temeritatis crimen inciderem, fi illas imbecila rationis Renat. des 
þ mee examini ſubijceremy et-quicunque its yecogneſcendisg Cartes in Me- 
* atque imterpretandis vacare andent , jari ad hoc des 9d" 
(. Bl £70tia indigereac ſupra vulgarinunes hominnn fortens poſs- 
; tieſſe debere, mibs videbantyr, But when I bad received 
jt it for certaing and indubitabls ,'thas the path which leads 


unto itgis wot wore open $0 the learned than tothe unlearned, 
and that the truths revealed of God do exceed thecnpacity 


BN ofhumanewit, / didfear tefb1 ſhould fall into. the crime of 
| temerity, if 1 ſhould ſubjebt thew to rhe excanvination of my 
i weak reaſongaud whoſoever did attendthe handling and ine 

tenpret ing of thaſet djoentto me 16 and in need of 


, which 
none 


« 
- 
' = 


q 
- 
- 


the holy 


none can teach duc God onely, vid. (uſar, in Apol., deft x 
;gnorantiey B apt,.van H elm. in promiſ. find. author. et 
de venatione (cientiarumy Paracel . lib,” de fundamento 
ſcientiarum et ſapientig, et in lib, de imnuention? artinumy 
et alios, | 
Secondly , from this putrid and muddy fountain doth 
arile all rboſe helliſh and dark foggs and vapours that like 
locuſts crawling from this| borcomleſle pir have oy.r{pread 
the face of the whole earth, filling men with pride, infolency, 
and ſelf-confidence, toaver aod maintain that none are f 
to ſpeak, and preach the ſpititual, & deep things of God, but 
ſuch as are indued with this Scholaftick, & mans idol-madee 
learning, and lo become fighters agaiaſt God, and histarb, 
and perſecutors of all thoſe that ſpeak fcom the principle of 
that wiſedeme, that is from above, and is pure and peace- 
able - not contefling the nothingneſle of creaturely wiledom, 
but mag ing, and boaſting in that which is earth/p,ſenſnals 
og.bb. 3-de aud lh Fruſtra enim cordis oculum crigit ad videw- 
Auima-cap.6. 4u7 denm, qui nondum idanens eft ad videnduw ſeipſum, 
| | For in vain doth he lift the eye of his heart to ſee Gody who 
is not yet fit to ſee himelf- And therefore thele thinking 
elves wiſc,they become fools, and proudly taking up- 
on them toteach others the things of God in the way of 
worldly-wiſdome, are not onely uotaught of God, but are 
enemies to his heavenly wiſdome, Excellent is that. of che 
Cardinal, in his diſcourſe berween the D oJor and the 1djor, 
Nic. de Coſa- for the [diot ſaith, Hec et fortaſſis tmter te & me diffe= 
lib. idiotz. rentiag tu, tt ſcienterms prtas, cunt non fi, hine / is ; 
#f0 Vero idiotars me eſſe cogyoſco ,. bins humiliar gin boc 
orte dottior exit 0g Thys perhaps: is the difference be- 
rwixt me andiheeg thou thinkeſt thy ſelf knowing , when 
thor art not , from hence thow art proud; 1 truly know my 
ſelf tobe an Idiot, from hence I am bumbled, in this per- 


haps I am more learned. j . 
ting of the ſeam- 


3: Fromthis ariſeth the dividing.and'ren 
(chiſm, bur muſt paſs all one way, to the lot of che 


lam.3.15+ : 7+ 
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Facher, But how have they attomized che unity and ſumpli- 
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cicy of that truth ? when there is'but ove Body, and one Spi- 4 
rit, and one hope in the calling of 'all Saints #'one Lord, £19 345 6- 
one Faith, ond Badriſms , one God and Father of ally who'i; OE 
above all; and through all- and in all. For filt they baye 

proudly under taken ro define Theologie ," as they havedone 

other arts and ſciences, and ſo makeit-habirm acquiſitne 


and attainable by the wit, and induſtry of man, when 


itis peculiarly and onely donwns. alrifomi, and meerly the 
Cforee! er Li gratis datum :'and' yet lome= 
times they divide Sciences into two ſorts, Infuſive, and Ac- 
quiſitive, and number this asthar which is infuſed', and yer 
not remembring cheir own Dichotomy , do yainly prezend to 


reach men'thar which is onely inftilled-and infuſed by the 
Spirit of God : and therefore woes exactly keep their 
own diviſion, to haye lefe that inlpired know "Which 1s 


onely infuſed and given from aboyey to the teaching of che 
holy Ghoſt, And if they would have conſidered Theologie 
as natural , which is ſuch a ſpark of knowledge -as can be 
had of God-by the light of nature, and the contemplation —- 
of created things , which in regard of the obje& may be __ 
called Divine, in reſpeR of che information, narwral, and | 
ſo kept it within its owa bounds, it were tolerable ; for, Freacif- Be- 
Hmujus ſcientie limites ta were ſignantur, ut ad Athei|- r, I 5% T: 
mum confmtandum, & conumcendum, & ad legem nature _ #cibong 
informandam, ſe extendant;ad religionem autem aftruenas cap.2. 

non proferantur, The limits of this ſcience may be ſo truly 

aſſigned or ſet out, that they may extend themſelves ro the 

confuting and convincing if Atheif 7” 4 and to: reach the 

law or order of nature; but ſhowld not be. brought forth to 
aſſert or build up Religion. | + AS Ve 30 | 

; - Secondly, they have laid down poſitive definitions of God, 

who cannot be defined bat by his own Logicks for with py1.35 5. 
him us the fountain of life,” and 11:55 in his light thatwe ſee 
light : and cheir owa rules teach them that there-cannot be a 
perfeQ definition, where there i3 not a. proxime genms. z bur 
he inently tranſcend all their whole pradica- 
mental skale, nay the beaven of heavens cannot contain him — _ 
bow muchleſs the narrow veſſell of maps intelle& , orche * $198 © 27 - 
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- out his ineffable wiſdome, 


4 Cor«2. IO! 2. 


Gen. 8. 4. 
Dan. ::34- 


- manifeſtations of the Holy one of Irael, who by 


Fob.3. 8,7 


1 Tor, 2. 25, 


 propet to it ſelf, which nt e can know but t 
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weak and ſhallow rules.of Logioet 5k1l1 and therefore if 


had br; burably and mpdeſily attempted no more, buc 
"_ attainable by the poor ſcincillary glimpfe of natural 
light, and have confeſſed the ſame conſtantly and freely, and 
that all their beſt deſcriptions of theimmenle and imcom. 
prehenfible one, were bur infinitely weak and ſhort co make 
5 and g'ory and to have 
uſed it þue to convince Atheifts, or ro make manifeſt the 
Cauſe of Cauſes, and Beingof Beings, and not chereby to 
have reared up an hi ing Babell of confuled, notional, 
fruitleſs and vain religion, |ir might bave paſſed without re 
praof, and the Schoalmex without condemnation, For if 
we could handle theſe high/and deep myſteries of God, and 
his Spirit, then oughtwe to have not the ſpirit of +he world 
( which is carnal wiſdome and reaſon) br that Spirit which 
i of God, which ſearcheth all Fac even the deep things 
of God, that'we might know the things that are freely g1- 
wentowof God: and foto go out of our ſelyes, and out 
of the weak and rotten veſſel of humane reafon, - into thar 
ark of Noah, which guided by thediyine magnetick needle 
of Gods Spirit, can onely direct us to reft upon the mountains 
of Ararat, even upon himaſelf-in Chriftt Jeſus, who 5s the 
rock of ages, and the fone cut out without haxd; , that 


| cruſheth and breaketh in pieces all the Strong Mages of 


mans wiſdome, power, firergthandrighteouſneſs , 

4. They have drawn T heologie into a cloſe and ſtii& Lo 
gical method, and thereby hedgedin the free workings and 
| by his Spiric 
bloweth where he lifteth, like the wind, and men way hear 
the ſound thereof , but cannot tell from whence it cometh, 


wor whither it goeth3 as though the holy Gholi had not had 


an higher and more heavenly mechod and way to teach divine 


chingsin and by, than theatre of Zogick ( which is meerly 

ne, and mans invention y feeing the fookſhneſ# of God 
is wiſer than the wiſdom of tn," ang the woaknt]s of God 
sf than men , Wr. a indeed" the Spiti God hath 
2 ſecrer, divine and hea method of ies vn, and onely 
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itof God, and therefore they onely 
CO the things of Godg bus 
wi[dome te + but which che holy Ghoſt 


| acraginous beapet divitions , 
diſt nQ1008)imications,23)owngolitions ard tules,do 
8 borcle ypihe water of like(a8: que” vw 0 rf 
and again powie it forth as they , and this is ſpiricual 
ſorcery or iachatnmerr,. like Saul when God had left him, 
to ſeek for Baal Oboth , the Lord in a butley or the Lord 
bottled up y and not to look for his-truth as a fountain of life, * 4.14 
or a$ 4 wel ſpringing up toeternal hfegand fo forlook the Lord 7.,. 2.11. 
the fountain of living waters , to dramn water out of their 
own broken ciſterns that will hold no water 4 thee think 4- | 
banab and Pharpar rivers of Damaſcavy bettey than allthe 2 ings 5: 12 
waters of Iſrael , and that they may waſh in thew and 5: 
clean; and ate not willing to draw water with joy out of the |ſai.12." 3. 
wels of ſalvation, and know not that there & but ove River Pſal.40 4. 
the ſtreams whereof make g'ad the. City of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacle of the moſt high: when he that _ 
drinketh at any other fountain, ſhell thirſ#. ag aug but this 
ſhall be and ever u awell-ſpring unto eternal liſe, 

. If we narrowly take a ſurvey of the whole of 
their Schola$tich TO, whar 18 itelfe but a confuſed 


oy .. . 
I og” = 
WE” + a 4. 
. -- wu 
Ss ©» 
4 


teacheth, 


rSam.28, 7; 


Chaos, ofneedleſy. frivolous, fruitleſs, triviall, vain, cuti- _ 
ous, impercinent, kaottyg ungodly, irceligious, thorny, and 
hel-hate*he diſputes , alteications, doubts, .qucfticns and 
endleſs janglings, multiplied and ſpawned torch even to- 
monſtroſity and naufcoulnels? Like a curious ſpiders web- 
cunningly interwoven with many yarious and fubtil incertex» 
rures, and yet fir for nothing but the inſnaring, manacling 
acd intricatingof raſh, forward, unwary and incircumfpett- 
men, who A nor know the danger of that Cobweb- 
Net untill they be eakenin ir, andfo held faft and inchaitied.. 
And while they pretend to make alt things plain and perſpicu- 
ous, (by tance of their coo much magnified Logick ; 
puffing men,up, by making them thiok cheniſelyes able ro 
biche bigh and dcey myftcries of Chritt? 
and 
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not in-the' words which * © 213 


16 The E _ at | 
| and to: conclude as certainly ard ' «Apodiftically-as of an 
other Science whatſoeyer;/ they do! bur lead and preci Pa 
men into the caliginous pit of meer putation, and doy 
opinationg making the word of God nothing elſe bur as a 
DAagazine of carnal weapons, from whence they may diaw 
inſtruments to fight with and wound one- anothery cr bke a 
tennis ball to be. rcfſed and reverberared by their petulanc 
wits and perverſe reaſons, from one to anocher , unull truch 
be loſt, or they utcerly wearied; while in the mean time the 
- powerand fimplicityoffaith lies loſtin the duſt of diſpurati- 
ons, and they like Maſters of Fence ſeem to play many doubr- 
full So Ir" bow ſeemingly in good earneſt, and to 
the hazard of their lives , when 1a verity it is bur to inhance 
theix own reputations, andto ſuck money our of che pucſes of 
the ſpcRators; ſorhat their fir morto and impreſs may be, 
Diſputandi prurigo, fit eccleſlarum ſcabies. Now bow 
vain this is in it ſelf, how pernicious, injurious, deadly and 
delicuQiye to the trurh of the Goſpel, the Apoſtle ſufficiently 
admomſherh us, waraing Timothy to keep rhat which «© 
committed to hus truft, and to avoidgras btifaus nevegurias 
n Tim. 6+ 20. va; *arlibiogs YeuSoxnus | yrortes y projancs illos, de rebus 
inanibus clamores,  oppoſitiones Af nominate notitie ; 
prophane , vain bablings and oppoſitions of ſcience falſl 'y (o 
2 Tim 2.23. c4iled; ard alſo exhorteth toeſchew fooliſh and unlearned 
Tit. 3 9+ qu*ſticns, which do engender ſtrife , and to Titx, that te 
ſhould avoid fooliſh queſtions, and genealogies, and contes.- 
p_ tiens, and flrivings at out the law , becavie they are un- 
profitable and vain: andtterefore Chryſoſton: ſaid well in 
the perſon of St. Pauly Non went ſyl.ogiſmorum captiones, 
non ſophiſmata, non aliud quiddam hujuſmods "gp 3 aff ee 
Chryſoſt. in 7625 preter C briſtum work tat ; 1 came not munto you 
ep 2d Cor. 1. bringing the ſubrilties of Syllogiſms, nor Sophiſms, nor any 
CiPo2, other thing of like fort, except Chriſt Cracified. Ty 
6., The whole Scripture is given that. nan might be 
brought co the full, and abſfoluce abnegation of all his wir, 
reaſon, will,/defes, fzengrb, wiſdome, righteouſneſs, and 
all bumane glory and excellencies whatfoever , and that felf. 
hood might be totally aanihilated , that-he' might” Hue , 
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t not he, but that Chriſt might ls22-in hi, and that "the: 
Tits which he liweth in the fleſh might be by the faith of rhe. Gal. 2-50. 
Son of God, who loved him, and gave himſelf for him, Bur 
if man gave his afſent unto, or believed che things of Chriſt, 
cicher becauſe, and as as they ar? taughtotand by men , or 
becauſe they appe-r p.cbable and conſentanezus to his regs, 
ſon, then would his faich be Rtatuminated upon the ronen 
baſis cf humane authority, orelie h2 might bz ſaid to afſenc 
unto and belſeye che things, becauſe of their appearing pro- 
bable, and becauſe of the yerifimilicude of them, bur nor 
(olely ard onely to believe in and upon the, author and -pro- 
miſer ofthem, for his faichfulneſs and truchs fake, and no- 
thicg elſe; and lo his faith ſhould FFaxd m the wiſdome of © Cor: 1. 17. 
| many but not in the power of Go4and ſo the croſs of Chriſt © ©%+ 2 - 
ſhould become of none effett, But Abraham believed God, 5 
an4 it was counted ro him fer righteouſneſs , though the 
things promiled ſee.ncd neither probable ncr poſſible 5 and 
therefore Sarah, who is the type of carnal reaſon, laughed &*2: 18. 13, 
at. the promiſe, conceiving it umpoffible in reaſon that ſhe 
ſhould have a child; ard therefore ic is northar affent nor con= 
ſeat thac jeaſon gives unto the things of God, as they ap» 
pear ſemblable and like, that is the faith of 4braban, bur 
a firmple and naked bclieving and relying upon the bare and 
ſole word of the Lord,chough reaſon & mans wiſdom can ſee 
no way how poſſibly it can cowe to paſs,but with Mary and 
Nicodemus queſtion how can theſe things bez for _. 5 
a monſter, and the yery root and ground of all infidelity; for 
the carnal mind is emmity againit God, andis not ſubject Rom 4+ 18, 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be : bur faith is that "92 22: 
pure and divine gift and work of God chat leads the heait of 
man in thelight and power of the Spirit of Chriſt, with faith- 
full Abraham even again hope to believe in hope , and 
not to flag ger at the promiſe of God through unbelief;but to 
be ſtrong 1m faith, and to give glofy to God, Concludamu Li»: de Avg. 
igitzrr ( faith learned Yerwlam \ Theologiam ſacram ex pt Ie 
verbog & oracylss De, #04 ex lumine natwr4, Ant yatio- - 
mis dittamime hanriri debere"\Ther-fore we conclude that 
ſacred Theologie ought to ” drawn from the word and O- 
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Cuair, II. 


Of the Diviſondf that which the Schools call 


Humane Learning, and firſt of Tongues or 

Languages. 
— Hoſe Sciences that the Schoo!s uſually comprehend un- 
YU; | der the cicle of Humane, are by them divided divers and 
EE tundry waies , according to feyeral- fancies or Authors ; but 
molt uſually into rwo 5 ay Speculative and Prattich : 
wherein their greateſt crime lies in making ſome meerly Spe» 
cularive, that are of no uſe os benefit to mankind unleſs they 
be reduced into praQtice, and then of all other moſt profita- 
bleg excellent and uſefull ; and theſe are natural Ph/oſophy 
and cMathematicks , both of which will clearly appear to 
be practical, and that in a few reaſons. 

1. Can the Science of natural things,whoſe ſubje they 
hold to be corpus natarale mobilebe only ſpeculative, and 
not practical ? is there no furthet end nor conſideration in 
Phy ficks but onely to ſearch, diſcuſs, nnderttand, and diſpute 
of a natural pact body, with all the afftetions, accidents 
and cixoumltances thereto belonging ? Is he onely to beac- 
couated ——F2lix, quis potuit rerum coguoſcere canſas ? 
E | Then ſurely we may juftly conclude with Seneca, Noftra 
- que erat Philoſaphia, fafta Philologia eſt, ex qua diſputare- 
docemus, non vivere" That which was our Phileſop by is 
made Philologie, from whence we teach to diſpute, not to 
live, Sucly natural eſe hath a cod dale Mb, 
and ultimate endgthan to reſt in ſpeculation, abſtraftive no- 
tions, mental operations, and yerball diſputes z for as it 
fhould lead usto know and underſtand the cauſes, proper- 
CUE INT 2 
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there and pt no further z re 
ſceand Ge oneog: $03. He a 
hach ſer all cheſe things. as 


charaQers, or Hiero Peer. Wea oOWers 
dence,and diyine w: folegible,chat ole x il 
notread them, and him by thera,are without excuſe; and not. 
co reſt there, bur to be drawacotruſt in and to adoxe BS abo 
is the (* ar foe ans, en5 emtinns, and God of nature ;' and 
not to become hke che Heachea when we know God, wot to 
glori fic him as God, neuther to be thantfull; but to become 
vain in our imaginations , and to have our fooliſh hearts 
aarkned. "oe: ſecondly, act onely to khow natures power 
in the cauſes and effects, - furcher ro make ule of them for 
ths general gocd and benefi: of mankind, eſpecially for the 
conletyation and reſtauration of the health of man, and of 
thoſe creatures that are uſefull for bimg for #64 d-ſinit Phi- 
loſophns incipit medicus , and. is pradticably applicable to 
maay other things; as we (hall hey when nk of Ma- 
ick, 
8 2. Canthe XI Scicaces, the moſt noble, uſe- 
ful, and of the greateft certicude of all the ret , ſerye for no 
more profitable end, than ſpoon tively 2nd. abſiaQivel : 
be conddemdof? How could the life of man, be happil hs by 


nay ny cenldpen in 5 bags” ORR9 be NY yl 
may jultly lay of it as C zcera of Phileſopby, caught 
_ TCO tolivein Cities 20. wal Towns; ic 
hath taught mea to meaſure and diyide the Bark; more fa 


Merchant, eAſftronomer Mariner,Mechanick and a 
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Il fpeak 
Ronen 
part ? "What thall I tay of Geomerry, Aſtronomy, Op- 
ricks, Geography, and all thoſe other coatain<d under them, 
as they are reconed up by that myrror of manifold learning 
Dr. Jehn Dee in his Preface before Exclide? it were but to 
hold a caadle to give the Sun light, to deny that they are 
pradtical, Nay are nocall the reft allo praftical > whac i; 
Grammar, Loagick, Rhetorick,, Poefies Politicks, Erhicks, 


' Occonomicks , nay eMetaphyſicks ? it they ſerve to no ©- 


cher ufe than bare and fruiclefs ſpeculation ? I will onel 
conclude 1a this caſe as chey doin that maxim of Phz/oſophy, 


fraſtra eſt potent ia,fs non reducitur inattum,ln vain is pow- 


& 50 [peculate, if ut be not reduced into ation and prattice, 

Therefore omitting the diviſion of humane ſciences, as 
either che Academies or others have ordeied them , T ſhall 
proceed ro diyidethem according to that way which I con. 
ceive molt convenient and ccommodiovs for mine intended 
purpole,and fo (hall put them under a threefold eonfideration, 

I. Thoſe Arts or Scieaccs , that though they ſeem to 
ccnfer ſome knowledge , yer is it in order to a further end, 
and ſoar: inftrumental, ſubordinate, and ſublervient co other 
Sciences, In the number of which | fiſt reckon Grammar, 
or the knowledge of tongues,which in ſome fort and meaſure 
is inſtrumental , ard ſubſervient ro all the refi, © $e- 
condly , Legick which T account inſtrumental, and 
helpfull ro arhematirks , natural Philoſophy , Po- 
liti';s, Ethicks -, Ozconomicks , Oratory, Poefie, and 
all the reft as it efpecially reacherh a Syathetica/, and Ange 
lyrical method, Thirdly 2darhematichs, which are not onely 
ſubordinate amongſt themlelyes, bur efpecially inftrumenta}, 
and yery uſefull ro Phyficks. | ” 

. Thoſe Sciences that confer knowledge of themſelyes, 


and are not infinum or ſubſeryienc to others, as natural 
Philoſophy, MetapByſicks, Politicks, Erhicks, and Occonc- 
- By 70 
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3- Thoſe tharthoughthey coafexre ſome knomledg, and 
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have ſome peculiar uſes, ſo they ſeem neceſſary as orn | 4 
and ſuch I account Oratory and Poefie, Which diviſions I 
put aot ſo much becaule they agree in chis order in their 
proper ſubjes, acd ends, aro accommodate them to my 
preſent ditquifition, And I (hall fpeak in the order as I haye 
vut theſe, and firlt of the Grammar. FT 
71+ The knowledge of T "bearetha great noiſe in 
the world , and:much of our precious time'ls {pent in attain» 
ing ſome ſmarterioo and'ſmall skil] in themy and fo we do all 
{er wire duram ſervitatem before we arciveat any compe- 
rent perieQion.in them, and yet that doth ſcarcely etngilics 
ur great pains 4 nor when obtained, do they anſwer our 
longing, and yaſtexpeAations For chere is not much profic 
or emolument by them, beſides thoſe tewogreat and necefſ1« 
ry uſes, to inable toread, underſtand, incerprer or tranſ- 
lace che works and writings of other _ who have wrticren 
in ſeveral lan - fo that in this rega are as a key 
to unlock hence: dinero divers ET that vated? 
we. may gather ſome of their biddencreaſure z and alſo to 
10able men to converſe with people of ocher nations , and fo 
fir men for forein negotiations, trade, and the like, which 
indeed are very ufeful and excremely beneficial co all man- 
kind, Yet befides what I have formerly ſpoken of Tongues 
in relation to the i ation of tne Scriptuce , thus much 
alſois evident, that if a man had thc perle& knowledge of 
many » nay all languages , that he could give unto man, 
beaſt, bird, fiſhy plant, mineral, or any other numerical ctea-- * 
rure or thing, their diflia&t and proper names in twenty fe- 
veral /dioms, or Dialetts, yet knows he no more thereby, 
than he that canonely name them in-his mother tonguz;- for 
the 1ntelledt receives no other nor further notion thereby, for 
the ſenſes receive but one numerical ſpecics or /4eal-ſhape 
from every individual thing , though by inftirurion and im-. * 
Itiongt , of one hundred names be given umo'it, aCc- 
cording tothe: [djome of ſeyeral nations, Now fo; a Carpen=- 
rexto ſeven years rime aboar che (harpning and prepa- 
ring of vis inſtruments, and then had no further 8kill how to- 
imploy them, were ridiculous and weariſome; ſo for Scholars 
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co ſpend divers years for ſome ſmall ſcantling and ſmattering 
in Ms Tang for the molt -no further 
knowledge , but like Partats to babble a Sngls , that 

whereby che igeellect is no way infiched , is but toylſome, 
aed almoſt loſt labour.” Excellent and worthy was that at- 
of the renowned and learned Comenms ia his Zanza 
linguarum (if it had been as well underſtood, and ſecondcd 
by others) to lay down a platform and ſeminary of all lear- 
nivg and knowable things , that youth might as well in 


their tender | receive the i of the knowing of . 
matter, and things, as of words, and that with as mucheaſe, 
brevity and facilicy, 


2, For Grammar Which hath-been invented for the more 
certain and facile teaching , and obrainirg of languages, ir 
is yery controvertible whether it perform che ſame in the ſu- 
ret, 8 nm goo s or not ; tince eh ipcak 
their mother tongue her lanoua peri z ule 
them readily, ard underſtand Re Alt » and yet 
rever knew nor were taught any Grammarical rules , nor 
foilowed the wayes cf Conyugations , and Declenfions, 
N-uo , or Verb, Anditis [ufficicntly known, that many 
men by their own indi ſtry, without the m&hod or tules of 
Grammar, have gotten a competent underſtanding m diyers 
languages: and many unietter'd per{ons will by ule and cxer= 
cize without Grammatical rulcs learn to ſpeakyand under 
ftand ſome languages in far ſhorter time than, any. do learn 
them by method 2nd rule, as is clearly manifeſt by thoſe that 
trayel, andilive in divers Countries , who will learn ewo or 
three by uſe and exercize , while we are hard tugping to eai 
one boaale and method, And again, if Knkeg - up 
languages learned by ule and ex*:cize, render men ready, acd 
expert in the underfianding and ſpeaking of them , without 
any aggravating of pulling tbe inrelle and memory , when 
chat which gotten by rule and method , when we come to 
ule and peak ic, doth exceedingly rack and excruciate the 
intelic& and memory; which are forced ar the fame time, nor 
onely to find fic words agreeable to the preſcne matrer-difo 
courled of, and to put them' into a good: Rherorical orders. = 


& the like,as into one center, | yes are urnted, 
ard yet nor contornded, which mult perplex. 
Ive & gravaminous to Memorative faculty;and Gee 
that attains languages by Grammatical rules do eyer core to 
ſpeak and widetiand chem periecy and readily, until they 
come to a perfet habic in the exercitation of them, 
and ſo thereby come both to loſe and. leave 
tte uſe of thoſe many * and intricate rules, which haye 

colt us ſo much pains co a'tain to.them, and fo to jultifie the 

ſaying, that wedo but diſcere dedsſcendalearn things, which 
A we mult learn to forget, or learn otherwite: when 
tho.e that get them by ule and exercitation., attain them-in 
ſhorter time, haye a more perfect and ready way in ſpeaking 
of them, and are freed from all theſe cedious pains and 
fruitlefle labour. Much to be commended therefore was 
the enterpriſe of Door eb , who found cuta more ſhort, 
certain and eafie way to icach the- Latine tongue in, than 
the tedious, painful, intricate and hard way of Grammar, 
acd that by a brief and eafie Clanſulary method , in farre 
ſhorter time to attain perfeRion therein, and if it had 
been well followed and improved, would have produced an 
on incredible ad yantageto the whole nation ; but we are in 
this |:ke tradeſmen, who all bandy and contederate togzther 
to ſupprefſe any new inyeation though never ſo commodious 
r-> the Commonwealth leſt thereby their own privare gain 
ſhould be obſtructed or taken away, 

3. If the way to attain to langua Grammatical 
methodand rule were the beft and-molt cerrain,(which yerwe 
bave made appear not to be ſo)yet the rules comonly uledare 
ouilry both of confuſion and _ How daitkly and | 
confuſedly do they go to work? leading on in 2n in- 
tricate laborinth, wherein he is concinually toyling like an 
horſe in a mil,and yer makes no great progreſs,andall becauſe 
the method is ear ry _ of evidearial perſpix 
culty, ri coaptated to er "capacities. 
fears gh 's the cauſe of he ocher,amelyics prolizity, as 
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we canaliwitorfle by oful experience ; and liccle hach 
been endea for a remedy herein , thac hath nor been 
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| Worlethan the diſeaſe , excepc the elaborate pains of our 


Countreyman Mr. Brizſley, who cherein deſerycs exceeding 
commendation. BE 

4» I (hall alſo touch ſome of its material defe&ts : How 
probable, pleaſant and uſeful is the Hieroglyphica!, Em- 
blematical,Symbolical and Crytegraphical learning, and all 
iclative unto Grammar ,/ and yer therein nothing at all 
rouched of any of them ? Was not the expreſſions of things 
by Emblems, and Hiero g/yphicks, not onelyantient, but 1n 
and by them what great myſteries haye been preſerved and 


Harrigon. lib, Bolden out co the world ? Ard who can be igncranr of the 
Curſ-Machem- admirable, eafte and compendious uſe of all forts of Sym. 


C:1\.Silen. 
Cry rogreph, 
lib.7. 


boliſms, that baye bur any inſight inro Algebrarckh Arithe 
metich , or have burſlenderly conſulted with the learned 
pieces cf our never ſufficiently praiſed Countreyman Mr. 
Oughtreae, orthe elaborate trafts of the laborious Harri. 
89? Oraie the wonderful and Fuperdious effeRts that Po- 
/>graphyor Sicganegraphy produceto be omitted or neglece 
ted ? which are of ſuch high concerament in'the moſt ardu- 
ous OCcurrents of humane/affairs , of what price and yalue 
theſe are , ler that monopoly of all learning ,* the Abbot 
of Spanheim ſyeak » let Porta , let Cornelins Agrippa, 
let Clarawnel , let Guſtauvns Silenus , Frier Bacon, and 
many others ſpeak, who have written ſo learnedly and ac- 
cinately therein , vin ro wonder and amazement. Yd, 
Lib, Polygrap. Sleganey. Trithem, Hen, Cor.eAgrip. 
ae occult. Philoſe lib. Jo. Claram. in lib, Trithem. 
expoſutio, Guitav, Silen, Crytomaniices lib, Frat, Rog. 
Bacon, de mirabils potesFate artir et mature lib, et altos, 

5. What a valt «dvancemeat had it been ro the Re-pub- 


lick of Leatnipg, and hugely profi:able ro all mankind, if 
the diſcovery of che dniverlel CharaRer ( bined at by ſome 


judicious Authors ) had been wiſely and laboriouſly purſa. 
ed and b;ought ro perfeRtion ? that thereby Nations of divers 
Languages might have been able to have'rezd it- and: under« 
ſtocd it, and fo hay: more eafily had commerce 'and' trafick 
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_ to. others, though not or 
in which they were GH evbns, This 
oteat means ( in ſc m2 m*aſuce ? to haverepaired the ruiges 
of Babell, and have been almoſt a Carbo/ick Cure for the 
confulion of tongues : for do we not plainly ſee that thoſe 
whici are deaf and dumb haye mot pregnant and notable 
waies by ſignes and gefiures to exprels their minds , which 
thoſe that do much converſe with them can cafily under- 
ſtand and uoriddle, and anſwer them with the like ? that 
doubtleſly compleat waies might be found out to convey our 
notions and intentions one to onother, without yocal and ar- 
ticularprolation, as ſome haveall ready invented and practi- 
led by Datty/ogy, anddoubtleſly might be brought ro paſs ” I 
by the cies and motions ofthe face onely, Sir Kenelns Degby © ia ar 
hath an appoſtte, though almoſt incredible Rory of one in 6, 06 way" 
Spain, which being deaf anddumb, was notwithſtanding (pirjcs- 
taught to ſpeak and undarſtand gm » Which cerrainly was 
rformed chiefly by the e though it may leem a 
rn ro Ta = ws 5 hooallytecktier the 
vat knowledge, camiouſneB, curiolity , fancenty', and pun- 
Qual account ofthe relator therein, will be convinced of the 
poſſibility hereof. And it is recorded, and believed with 
Authors of repute and credit y that in (kina 5 and ſome 0» Fr. Bacon. de 
ther Ociental Regions , they bave certain charafters, whieh AuzSci. 1.6-c 1. 
are real, notnominal, 10g neitbex Jetcers nor words, - 
buc rhings, andnotions : bet onare, _ diff , alto- 
gether in languages , nating inlearninethe O= 
like charaters, do a their ontdoiy ſo far 
that every nation can read and tranſlate a book wriren in 
theſe common charaQers, in and into thetzown Countrey 
nga Which is more manifeſt, if we do bar confider 
that the numeral noces, which we call figures and <yphery, the 
Planezary Characters , the marks for; minerals, and n 


other things in Chyrniſtty ,. they bealwaics the ſame. 

mn they are tead, every'ane pronounces them in there 
own Countreys language ls And to make it 
| More 
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more evident , let a charaRer denoting man be appoinred, as 


ſuppole this *, and though to perſcns of divers languages, ir 
would receive various rough minations according hci fe- 
veral yocal prolations , yet weuld 


all but underſtand 
ore andthe felt ſame thing by it; For though an Hebrew or 
Jew would call it Witt, a Grecren *Ayig Of 'Apfpowros, one 
that ſpeaksthe Latine Homo, a Frenchman Un home, an 
High German Der Pann, a Spaniard Vn Hombre, and 
' the Eng'1(Þ, Man, yer would the intelle& receive but.only 
the ſingle and numerical ſpecies of that which it repreſen= 

ted, and fo one note ſerve for one notion to all nations, 
6. I cannot ( howlveyer fabulous , impcfſible, or ridicu- 
lous it may be accounted of fome ) paſſe over with filznce, 
Tac. Echem Ot neglect that fignal and wonderful ſecret (lo often mentiond 
Book of the by the myſterious and diyinely-inſpired T exronick , and in 
3 fold life of ſome manner acknowl«dged and owned by the highly-illu- 
wn ae go rhe minated fraternity of the Roſie Croſſe ) of the language of 
of his Ki my nature: bur out of profound and drep confiderationgmuft ad- 
umbrate ſome of thoſe reaſons , which perſwaſively draw 

my judgement to credit the poſhbility thereof. 

1. For when Tlook upon the Protoplaſt Adam, created 
in the image, or according to the image of the geat Arche- 
Gen. 1-27. 7)pe his father and maker, Creavit dens homrnem ad ima» 
ginem ſuam, God created man in his own image, and allo 
fird the ncver-crring oracle of trath declaring- evidently 
whar that image is,namly the only begotten ſon of the father, 
Heb 1.3, 5 01 &ndvyacue Tis Stn; yaraxrhe TheuToerddtus avis, 
who being the effn/gence or brightneſſe of glory , and the 
Charatter and image of his ſubſ;ftence : Andthis image 
of his ſubſiſtence , being that our-flown , ard ſerviceable 
Jo.l.1. word by which he made the worlds , and that in the begin- 
ne was the word, and the wordwas withGod , and the 
word was God; from this is manifeſt that 4dam made in this 
image of God which ishis eternal word , 'was made inthe 
outſpoken word, ard ſo lived in, underſtood, and ſpoke the 
language of the father, For the diviaeeffcnce living in its 


own infinit, glorious, and central being ,'having this eternal 


ward, or character of his ſubſiſtence, inand with himſelf, and 
. | | +7. WRT 


=  » _ Of Academes. 

was himſelf, did by the motion of irs own 
loye, expand and breath forth chis charaQeriſtical word, in 
which man Rood,and ſo ſpoke in from,andthrough this out- 
flown la of the father , which is the procedure of the 
all-workiog and eternal fiat, in which all things live Rand, 
cperate , and ſpeak out the immenſe and unſearchable wiſ- 
dome of pOWer and glory of the fouataia and Abyſle from Pla-19.1,2,3 4 
wheace they came , the heavens declare the glory © 
God, and the firmament ſheweth bis handy work, and every 

-rhirg «hat hath breath prayſeth the Lord , ana ſo every pſa. 150. 6. 
creature underſtands and ſpeaks the language'of nature , bur 
figfull man who hath now loſt, defac't and forgotten ir, And 
therefore it is not without a deep and abfiruſe myſterygthat the 
Seraphical Apoſtle ſpeaks that be knew a man caught up 2 Cor. 12. 4+ 
into the third heaven, intoÞParadiſe, and beard appyre. 'en . 
uaTa, intffable words , which are not lawfull or poſſible 10 
be ſpoken, for this was the Paradiſical language of the out» 
flowa word which Adam underftood while he was unfaln in 
Eden, and loſt after , ard therefore the ſame illuminated 
v<f{el in another place mentions the tongues of men and An 1 Cor. 13+ 1. 

_ gels, which would profit nothirg, if they were nor ſpoken in, 
and from the eternal word , which is the love-efſence , or 
eſſence of love. For this ,Angelical and Paradsſical language 
ſpeaks and breaths forth thoſe cenrral 


myſteries that Izy bid 
in the heavenly agick, which was in that ineffable word 
that was with God, and lay wrapped upin the boſome of the 
ecernal eflegce , wherein were hidden and inyolyed inthe 

- way of a wonderful and inſcrucable myftery,all the treaſury of 
thole idea ſignatures , which were manifeſt and brought ro 
light by the Peripherial expanfion and eyolution of the ſer- 
viceable word, or outflowing fiat, and ſo became exiſtent in 
the matrix or womb of chat generative and fztiferous word, 
from wherce ſprung up the wonderfull , numerous and yati- 
ous ſeminal natures, bearing forth the viye and rue ſignatures 
of the divine ard cbaraQeriſtical impreſſions - like fo many 
Harmoniacal and Symphoniacal yoices,or tones, all melodi- 
oully ingeg, and g forth in-an heavenly conſort, the 
wiſdome, power, glory,and might of the tranſcendent cencral 
F 2 Abyſe 
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e Examination | 
Abyſſe of unity, from w ſpeaki 
wy ety. expeefliag Ggnificantly in that Nat 


beace they did ariſe, and all 
ical /di- 
one, the hidden vextues, natures ard es of thoſe yari- 
ous ſounds, which though one in the center, become infinitely 
numerous in the manifelted , exiſtence and circumference, as 
laich the oracle of myſtenes, there are, it may be ſo many 


3 Cor. 14. io kinds of woices in the world , and none of them” aguyoy 


Rom-1, 20, 


mute , or without figntfication, Many do luperficially and 
by way of Arzalogy ( as they term it ) acknowledge the 


' Maccucoſm to be the great unſealed book of God, and 


eyery creature as a Capital letter or charater, and all put to- 
cether make up that one word or fenrence of his immenſe 
wiſdome , glory and power ; but alas ! who ſpells chem 
aright,or conjoyns them fo together that they may pericly 
read all that is cherein contained? Alas ! weall ſtudy, and 
read too much upon the dead payer idolls of creaturely- 
inycnted letters, bur do not, nor cannor read the legible cha. 
ragers that are onely written and impreſſed by the fin 

of the Almighty ; and yer we can verbally acknowledge, 
preſentemgque refert quelibet herba deym , butalas! who 
cruely reads it and experiences it to be ſo? And yet indeed 
they ever remain legible and indelible letters ſpeaking and 
ſounding forth his glory , wiſdome and power, and all the 
myſteries of their own ſecret and internal vertues and qualities, 
and are not as mute ſtarues , bur as living and ſpeaking pic- 
tures, not as dead letters, but as preaching Symbols, And 


the not underft:ndino and right reading ot theſe ſtarry cha- 


raters, therein to behold che light of Abyſſal glory and 
immortality , is the condemnacion of all the ſons of lot A- 
dam ; For the iny ble things of him from the foundation of 
the world are clearly ſeen, being underftood by the tbings 
that are made , even hiseternal power and divinity , ſo tha, 
they are without excuſe. But if we look more narrowly in 

co the great fabrick or machine , we ſhall find that it 1s a” 
a Pamphoniacal and muſical inftrument,andevery ind'yidual 
creature 1s as a {eyeral cord or firing indued with a diftin& 
and yarious tone , all concurring to make up a catholick 
mclouy, and every one of theſe underſtanding the ſound and 


£5 n 


ere of each other , otherwiſe the Farm ould be 4 
cotdant, and man himſelf makes up'one firivg of this great 
infirument , 1n his fala condition he neither under- 
ſands the ſound of his | 4 neither knows how 
he concords with this mufiek , neither by his own will or 
knowledge would concur in this heayenly conſort, for to 
him the pipe 5s not underFtood,y neither diftt 
cuncs, ard ſo knoweth not wher is of we 

2. Further, when 1 find the andeternal being, ſpea= 
king and coryeifirg with Adam, I cannot but believe thac 
the language which he netered , was theliyine ard the ſer- 
viceable word, and that it was infinitely Es Np and glo- 
rious like himſelf, and that which was cadically and effen- 
tially one with him , and preceeded frem him , and was 
indeed the language of the divine nature, and notextinſecal- 
ly adventitious unto him: andwhen I find Adam uondec- 
fanding this heavenly Dialett ( which had been uttered in 
vain if he bad not underflood it)T cannot but believe that this 
was the language of nature infuled into him in his Creatior, 
and ſo innate and implantate in him , and not inventive or 
acquiſitive , | bur meerly dative from: the father of light, 


| ſherh he the j Cor 14. 7, 8: 


from whom every good and per felt gift doth come and de- Jam.i.17 


ſcend, 
3- Again, when I find the Almighty preſenting all the 


Creatures before Adam to ſee what he would call rbem, and 


whatſoever Adam calledeyery living creature , chat is the ge 2 jo, 20, 


name thereof, 1 cannot but conceive that Adam did un- 
derfiand both their internal and external Ggnatures, and char 
the impoſition of their names was adzquarely agreeing with 
cheir natures; otherwiſe 1: could not uniyocally and truely 
be ſaid to be their names , whereby he diſtinguiſhed chem; 
for names are but repreſentations of notions , and if they do 
not exatly agreeia all things, then there isa difference and 
diſparity berween them, and in that incongruity lies error 
and falſhood: and notions :lfoare but the images or ideas 
of things themlelyes refleQted, in the mind , ieie tains 
facein a looking-plaſle , and therefore if they do not to an 
hair correſpond with, and be A one to the*orher , as 

3 124. 
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Qually and truly as the impreflion in the wax agrees with 
the ſeal that inflamped it, and as face hs Fas in a 
glaſs, then thee is nocabloluce ency betwixtthe no- 
tion and the thing, the iarelleR a the thing underſtood , 
and ſo ic is no longer vetity , bur a ly , and And 
therefore if e Adams did not truly ſe into, and underſtand 
their 1atrinſeca)l natures, pit had his intelle& falſe reve 
of and ſo he 1 d lying names them, and thea 
wget would be jr ls what he cal- 
led them was their names. Alſo Aden was in a deep ſleep 
when Eve was framed of his bone, and yer when ſhe ws 
brought before him being awaked, he could tell that ſhe 
was bone of his bone,, and fleſh of hs fleſh, and therefore he 
called her woman, becauſe ſhe was taken out of man, Now 
if it be denyed that he underſtood by his intrinfick and in-* 
nate light, whatſhe was, and from whence ſhe was taken 
(which I hold alt untrue ) and that God by extrin- 
ſick information told Adam from whence ſhe was taken , 
yet did he immediately; give unto her an acxquate name, 
ſuiting her original , which molt ſignificantly did maniteſt 
what was ber nature , and from whence it came, and doubt - 
leſs the name being exactly conformable, and coofigurate to 
the /deain hismind, the very prolation, and ſound of the 
word, contained in ir the yive expreſſion of the thing, and ſo in 
veritywas nothing elſe but that pure language of nature,which 
he then ſpake, and undaſtocd, and afterwards ſo miſerably 
loſt and defaced. And if ic be objeQed, that if , Adam did 
erftand the internal natures, vercues, effeR3, operations , 
and qualities of the creatures, then he would have known 
rhat the effect of catipg of the tree of the knowledge of 
and evil, would have made him wretched, and diſcovered 
his nakedneſs , and then he would not have been ſo mad as 
to have taſted thereofs To this I anſwer, firſt, that God 
had plainly told him, that it he dideat thereof he ſhould 
ſurely dy, and yet notwithſtanding he did cat tbereof, rather 
believing the Serpent and Eve, than the words of the Al- 
righty. Bur if it be ſuppoſed, that if he. had known the 
operation , and effc& ofthat fruit, he would not have a 
| di 
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knowledge: To this; it is cleer ,; that though the Serpent 
yonene7y 


the eff:&, or caring! of ir, would procyre- 


'affirmed and infinuated , 


death, ſo likewiſe he cuomi 


char che eating of ir would ir eyes, antrhar thereb 
they ſhould be like Gods, knowi -good-'and evit':-- and 
therefore ir was the promiſe of Deifping them, that did in- 


flame their defires, for' ir. ſeemed to the woman good for 
food, and pleaſaniitsthe eyes, and 4 rreeto be deſired to 
make one wiſe , and therefore this made her put forth her 
hand, and eat of the frnit , and give alſo unto her bus« 
band, and he did ext, Buttoaniwer this fully itis a deep 
myſtery, and for man to eat of the tree of knowledge of good 
and eyil, was to judge of God or his works, and creatures , 
by the creaturely , womaniſh , earthly, ' and Serpentine 
wiſdome , and (o to feed it ſelf, and find both ' good: and 
evil ,, and not to abidein che union', and to Know all things 
in the light and image of God, and fo to have ſeen them ex- 


ceeding good, and to this the Apoſtle alludeth , ſaying, A- 1 Tim 2. 14: 


dam w as not deceived, but the woman being deceived was 
in the tranſgreſſion. 

3. When I conſider that the voices of birds , and beaſts 
(though we account chem inarticulate ) are fignificative one 
co another, and that 
thoſe ſounds, they 
Ons, as well as men, and are 


their paſſions, afﬀeRions and nori. 
eby underſtood of one a- 


nother , I cannot but believe that this is a part of the-an- 


oe of nature; for the Lamb knoweth .the individual 
bing of che Ewe that is the Dam, from all the ret of the 
Ewes ; and the young Chickens will all run under the Hens 
wings, at a certain ſound of the Cocks'yoice ,” and 'all thie 
Hens will-run unto him at a certain call,and therefore doubt- 
leſs there is ſomething more in that which Cornelius Agrip- 
parelates of Apollonins Tyanexs , than every one takes-no- 
rice of, that he underſtood the language of birds and beaſts: 
And I carmnot bur adinire how when' we hear 'oneaugh, and 
anotherhowl. and weep, though/the'fornds be not articu- 


late, we canteadily tell the one is the expreſſion” of forcow'; 


and 
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dired the word of the Serpenr' more than his own eyidential - © 


Gen 3, 5. 6, 


the altering, and yarying of 
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whence do we know this _— noc acquired byus., or. 
taught us by others, for eyen ( n Cry immediately afrer 

be born, and though irbe ſaid ro be by reaſon. of the 
ſenſation of cold which they felt nor in the womb, it is true, 
but then what is the cauſe that crying or weeping is in all 
creatures the fign of ſorrow, pain or grief, -mighc not 
ſome other kind of ſound be the fig of it, or might ic noc 
in ſeveral "creatures be « y different and yarious 
tones 2 No trulygthe mind receiveth but one fingle and ſimple. 
image of thing , i apt fa: rp by che ſame 
motioos of the ſpirits, and doubrlefsly in every creature 
hath radically , andnaturally the ſame ſympathy 1a yoice , 
and ſound, - but mea not underfianding tchele immediate 
ſounds ot the ſoul, and che true Schematiſms of the inter- 
nal notions i ed, anddelineatcd in the ſeyeral ſounds, 
haye inſtituted , and impoſed others, thatdo not alogether | 
concord, and agree to the innate notions, and ſo no care is 
raken for the recovery and reftauration of the Catholique 
language in which lies hid all the rich treaſury of natures ad- 
mirable and excellent ſecrets. 


Of Logick. 


N che next place I angto conſider of chat which chey call 
| 6s Dialeftica , or malt commonly Tagich , the princis 
pal ends of which: they make to be diſcovery of Sophiſmes 
and fallacies, Sire >. opinion, aud bring- 
ing forth of cenitude and ApodifFicalScience.y bs laft of 
which being-indeed irs true aad-properend ;- and {aas to this 
end is (ubſeryient ro ſome other Sciences, hut eſpecially 


"00 Dan 
tural Phyloſyphy, 1 bave formetly faid ſomething of __ 
ce 
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ſubjes end thexetoreſhalionely a now 
lares to humane and acquiredSciences, and fo 
of its chief defes, - irregularities and abuſes, 

rt. As it isnow uſedin the Schools it is mealy bellans 
inteftinum Logicum , a Civil war of words, a verbal con- 
ceſt, a combat of cunning, cratftineſs, violence and alter- 
cation, Wherein all yerbul force, by uapudence, infolence, 
oppoſition, conmadiQtion, derifion,. diverſion , trifling , 
jecring, humming, hiſſing, brawling, quarreling, ſcolding, 
icandalizing, andthe hike, are<quilly allowed of, and ac- 
counted juſt, and no regud hadtothettuth , fo that by aoy 
means, per fasernt nefas, they may ger the Conquett, and 
worſt heir adverſary, and if they can mangle or catch one 
another in the Spider Webs of Soph:itical or fallacious ar- 
mentationss then their rezoicing and clamour is as oreat 
as if they had obrained ſome fignal Victory, And indeed it is 
the counſel of the Arch-Sopbifer their Maſter, to ſpeak am- 
bieuouſlywhile wy diſpute,co obfulcate the light with dark- 
nels , left the truch ſhould fhioe forth, nay rather ro ſpacter 
and blurt out any thing that comes into the budget, ra 


lay out fome 


than yield to-our adyerlary, for be ſaith , Quare oporter re Ariſtor. lib. | 
[pondentens non-graviter ferre , ſed ponendo que non utilia Topic.2+ , 


ſunt ad poſitionemy ſignificare'quecunque non videntur, 
Therefore it behovwes the ropes wot $0 take the buſineſs 
arievouſly , but by putt ing thoſe things which ar# not pro= 
fitable to the poſition, ro fignifie wharſoever doth not ap= 
pear, O excellent and egregious advice of ſo profound and 
much-magnified a Philoſopher \ Is thisco be a hog of yeri» 
ty , or indeed.to play the 1mmodeſt Sophiſter and Caviller ? 
Ncw how adyerſe , and deftruftiye ro the inveſtigation of 
reuth theſe alcercations and abjuegarions are, iscleerly ma- 
nifeſt, for as Die ſaid again Phare, ſuxt verba otio- 
ſorum ſenum , as imperitos invenes, they are the words of 
| idle old menyrto unexperienced youth , and nothing but 

vaaity and ifles can ariſe from this way of caylllati- 
On? | | 


2+ Logick is all applied GI the diſcovery and fag 


I treated of that 
ſpeak of ic as ir re» ; 
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forth. of verity, and therei 'ptoceeds very prepoſtcrouſly - 
for leeing we know nothing in vature bur 4 poFeriore , and 
from the affeions and properties of things muſt ſeek forrh 
their cauſes, it require t more powerful means, than yer- 
bal and formal Sy/logi;ms, ro find our, and denudate na 
- tures hidden operations, Arid-whereas the belt parc of Lo- 

gick for chat purpoſe is /ndnttioz, which backt with long 

experience and ſound obferyarion , might be prevalent to dif= 

cover the wotking of mother Naturezyer that hath been alro- 

pooer laid aſide » while che glory of Sy{ogiſmrs hath been 
verulam-Noy. highly predicated : But |Sy/logs/mms ad principia ſcientia« 
Ocg-Aph. 13, ram 0p adbibetur, ad media axiomata fruſtra adhibetar, 
cum ſit.ſubtilitati nature longe impar. Aſſenſum itaque 

conſtringity nonures, S 'pllogiſm #5 Kot apptyed to the prin- 

ciples of Sciences, it us applyed in vain tothe middle axi* 

omes, ſecing it ts far unequal to the ſubtility of natare+ 

Therefore it binds the aſſent or conſent , but mot things« 

For whereas we ſhould from particulars proceed to generals, 

this prepolterouſly laies down uniyerfal axiomes without due 

roof of them, thereby to make good particulars, , 

3. The main defe& of Logick is, that it teacheth no cer= 
tainxules, by which either notions may be truly abſtracted 
and gathered from things, nor that due and fit words may be 
appropriated to notions, without which it fails in the y 
fundamentals, and falls as an houſe built upon ſand, - For , 

Verulam Nov. Syllogiſmms cx propeſitionibius conftat , prepoſitiones ex 

Org. Aph. 14+ verbs, verba notiouum teſters ſunt: Itaque fi notrones 

ipſe {id quod baſis res eff) confuſe ſinty & temere a rebus 

abitratt a, nihil in its, queſuperitruuntar , eft firmity- 

dinss, Syllogiſm conſiſts of propaſitions , propoſitions of 

words, words are the ſpecial ſigns of yotioms Therefore 

if notions themſelves (which 1 the 4p" bottoms of the mat = 

cer) be confuſed , or raſhly abſtrafted from things, there is 

nothing of firmitude in thoſe things that are ſuperſtrutted, 

So that un till a certain way and infallible cules be found our 

for the adzquation of notions and things, and ficting of ge. 

nuine Denominations to notions, all the force and uſe of 
 Syllogiſmrs, as it ſhould demonſtiate, and brivg forth ſcience, 
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ace but fruitleſs and vain. Hang leve quiddam nomins ine 
poſtionem eſſe, nec imperitorums & quorumwuis hominum 
eſſe opms, Plato faith, That the impoſition of names is no 
YA light matter , nor that it is the work of the unikilfull 
and of any ſort of men, 

4. Though Logick. be as it were Organ n Organorum , 
an inftrumeacal ſcience, they ſeem in ſome fort co make ir a 
part of Phy/ichs, ard fo intricate it with an innumerable 
commixture of the moſt diſficulc difputations, as any Phzlo= 
ſophy bath: as though rhe unskilful and tender wits of young | 
men were to be overwhelmed with thoſe thorny queltioas 
of univerfal, and ctaphy/ical things. And as chough 
Logick (if it were neceflaty anduletul) were not to be con- F<! pears 
rained ina tew plain and eafie precepts , and that "ic which IA. TE 
pretends to teach a ſhort, cleer,, and calie mecthode applica- | 
bled all ocher ſciences , ſhould be ſo intricate and perplex 
in it ſelf , as not to be able to refolve of it ſelf whecher it. be 
as art, ora ſcience? Prattical or Speculative ? whecher 
ecs rations, or lomethingelle 'be the fubjeftum of 1c? So 
chat they do not fee rhat they aRas fooliſhly, while they ” 
diſpute of the very axt of diſputing, as he that endeayours ©, , jug 
roles the proper viſion of his own eye, Moreover, that which qe yan.Scie.cs 
might be concluded in a plain, and ſhort propofiiong muſt! be 7.% 8.deDial. 
drawn into mocd, and figure, and afterthe framing, repea= © Sophilt- 
ting , andan{wering ſome ſcores of Syllogiſms, the matter is 
further cfffroma certain and Apodifzcal concluſion than 
in the beginning , and ſo moſtextremely becomes guilty of 
Battology , and Tawtologie, which it precendstoclchew and 
condemn. The grave Seneca ſaid well, ſpeaking of theſe 
nuoations, [dem de i/ts captionibus dico : qe enim nomis Sen, Ep, 4% 
ne potirs Sophiſmata appellem.? nec i guorants nocents nec 
ſcientem juvant, I ſay the ſame of theſe Inſnarements: for 
by what name may I rather call them than Sofhiſms ? they 
. veither hurt thoſe that know them not , nor help thoſe that 
know _ | 
$5, It weexamine the Logich of the Stapyrite > Who piece 
tends himſelfthe maſter RE and _— of | werſerdl- 
on, We ſhall fiſt find his Orgzen, which ſhould'be bis 
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gate los, and Maſtet-piece, to'be a confuſed , and 

els piece, wanting thoſe lights whetewith all Iegitimate 

rractation ( eyen Plato (icers, andother great men beati os 
teſtimony) is made our, 'and illuſtrated; tor ir wants a. deft - 
nition of Logick , it wants the propofi:ion of the ſubjeQ, it 
wants the diſtribution and parcition of the matter - and 
what ſhould ic want more neceſlary than theſe ? -And though 
ſome may lay that theſe things are added by his interpreters ; 
that nevertheleſs argues his defet, and befides the additions 
are not ſo yery compleat as might be defired, And ſecondly, 
in his book de Categortis, definitions ate uſually wanting, 
for he defines not what a Category is, not what SubFtarce 


*% 


1s, nor what Q #antity is : but ifany reply , and ſay be 


could not defiae * theſe becauſe they are the [mma genera , 
how could he define a Relatzwve, or Quality, which are like. 
wiſe ſur2ma genera? Or to what enddo the eAriſtetelians 
define all the Categories ? Thirdly, in his book de [nterpres. 
ftatione , What a notſedoth he keep about his modal propo- 
fitions , which he will needs limit neicher to more nor fewer 
thanfour., that which is neceſſary, impoſſible » poſlidle , 
contingent? But I pray you , why may there not be more ? 
For if that be a Mood, which doth modificate the propoſiti- 
ory that is to ſay, indicates how. the predicate is*1n the ſub. 
je&t , may got all AdjeRives by the like right be Moods ? 
For if this be a modal propoſition, Tr is a neceflary thing that 
man is a living Creature ; Theſe alſo are modal, It is an 
honeſt thing that man ſhould be ftudious of yertue , Ir 1s a 
juſt thing that a Son ſhould obey his Father, Tt is a gallant 
thing codie for ones Countrey ; but what ſhall T ſay more 
of many other defects, that may be ſeen even of a blind man? 
Theſe as inftances are enouph, ſeeing they are but pleaſanr 


Lip. ia Epiſt, deceits, and cunning trifles; Freeſilaxs the Philoſopher us'd 


Sen.45s 


toſay , Dialefticos fimiles preſtigiatoribus calcularits y 
qui jucurde decipiunt, That Logicians are likgyo cunning 


jugglers , who do deceive pleaſantly, So I leave many 

other petty abſurdities, ſuperfluiries, defeAs, and miſtakes , 
and paſsto things more material. «UT Hp 

6. Laſily Iſhall ſum up all in few words to eſchew te- 

| PN Ee IT 0 8 


hs - 
va , _- as 


: _ « Ef. : 
diouſnels. And fit of that priaci 


ipal part concera 
finitions as to matter and ſubjeR (For we have (aid ſomthing 
of ic formally as ro methode and cracation) which is the 


baſis of all, wherein if there be a defe&, the whole edifice 
De. 


falls to the ground, tor whereas it determines all perfe 
finitionsto conſiſt of the nexr gerrngand a Conſtitutive Diffe 
rence, and fince there is ſcarcely any other difference knowa, 
except rationalz and irrational , that is fpecifical, and pro- 
xim to the individuals, theone of which is negative, and 
ſo can. peſitively provenothingy and the other not only is , 
and may jultly be controverted, but alſo made apparent, 
that Brutes have reaſon lly as well as man, how lame 
and dilacecate this memberis, needsno further demonſtra- 
tion, 4 
2. To ſay nothing of Diviſion, how defeRiye, and im- 

rfe& it is, but to come to Argumentation , of all the rg 
everal ſorts of Sy/logiſms, ſeyen onely conclude affirma- 


ing De. 


tively , the other telve negacively , and it 1s ſufficiently 1. 
known; that d# negativs non datar ſcientia, and therefor® inyilis qjc” 


there is but narrow and firaight room left for the certainty 
of demonſtration : And it is undeniably true, thatthe know- 
ledge of the Premiſles is more certain than the knowledge'of 


the Concluſion , and therefore canto! certain that the Se 


knowledge of the conformity berwixt the Premiſſes and the 
Concluſion doth preexiſt in us, and is onely excited by 
Syllogiſirig , and-therefote, quid te torques,  maceras 
in ca queiFiqne, quam ſubtilins et contempſiſſe, quam ſol- 
vere? why doſt thoy torment and macerate thy ſelf tn that 
queftion , which's more ſubtill to defpiſe than to diſſolve. 
3. Ariſtotle forbids diſpute, unlets wich thofe that do 
admithis principles, 'which he firftthinketh to be crue , and 
_ yer notwithſtanding from wnlike principles , doth ſometimes: 
follow a firong Concluſion : as from falfe premiſſes s Nyl- 
lum adorabile eft Creator : Omne ſimalichtum eft adora- 
bile.” Ergo, Nillum fitiulachruw ef-{reator* Which is 
a true Conclufion, From whence it cat be judged -thac 
the Conclufion of Syſogiſms doth! of neceflity compel aſſent, 
| notthat the Concluſion doth necefſarily depend upon thePre- 
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mifles. : Ttaque prout un mendacio non COntinertnur, ant la” 
Joh.Bap. van ;o; yerit as , ejuſque cogmitio ita conſequens ety quod in 
ics 2g premiſſis now claudatur meceſſario concluſionis coguitios 
Therefore as the truth is not contained or hid in a ly, nor 
the kyowledge of it - Sothe conſequent ws , that the know- 
ledge of the (oncluſron us not neceſſarily included in the Pre. 
miſſes, 1s 
- It is cleer, that Syllogizing, and Logical inyention 
are but a reſumption of that which was known before , and 
that which we know not, Logick.cannor find out : ForDe- 
wonſtration , and the knowledge of it, is in the Teacher , 
not in the Learner, and therefore it ſerves norſo much to. 
find our Science , as to make oftentation of ic being fourd 
out ; not to inventit, bur being invented to demonltrate 
and fro ſhew it others, A Chymift when he ſhews me 
the preparation of the ſulphur of Antimony, the alt of Tar- 
tar , the ſpicit of Vitrio!, and the uſes of them, be teach- 
«th me that knowledge which, I was ignorant of before , the 
Pr NY 1, ike of which no Log:ck ever performed : For, Accurate 
hi . "Ca Syllogiſmi forma, argumentoſo, et Inxuriants ingenio in- 
*_ congrudy inventioni adverſiſſiway & res per ſe ſatis mani 
feſt as ſimplici verborum textura , preceptorum impertie 
nentium wultitudine involuit. The accurate form of Syl= 
' logiſms ts incongruons to an argumentative, and luxuriant 
wit , moſt adverſe to invention, and doth involve things 
manifeſt enough among themſelves in the ſimple contexture 
of words, with the multitude of impertinent precepts, 
5+ It is true that Syllogi/tical diſputations do bring forth 
Concluſions, but theſe conclufjons beget bur bare opinati= 
ons, and purations, no infallible Science, and fo all things 
remain but as probable-and conjecural, not as firmand 
certain, And yet men are puft up wich this yaporous, and 
airy ſound of words , growing infolent and confident in the 
vain glory of Syllagizing Sophiftry, and fo axe taken off 
vernlam,Nov. from ſeeking any other more ſolid knowledze,. Canſa: vers 
' Org. &ph. 9. if radix fere omnium malorumin (cien'in eauns ety quod. 
Ann ments hun "me Vires faiſo miranur, Of extollmus, 
vira 0j:4 Anxilis now queramu. The cauſe truly, and« - 
| . . | Yoot har” 
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root al of allevils in Sciences ,, & ths one, that white 
we falſly wonder at , and extol the force of humane under- 
Standing, we do not ſeek its true helps, So that as Cardan 
' faidofhisCountreymen, I may fay of our Logicians, One 
may find chree gods amongſt them ſooner than one man , ſo 
highly confideor are they through thele Dialefical deluſions, 
Cum quis vIta que nejcit , ſore ſe putat ; ab bac nimirium p1,1 4. $och, 
omnes quecunque nos fallunt  opiniones , profiſcuntur. 4 
When any bne thinketh he knoweth thoſe things of which he = 
is neſcienty from this verily d2th ſpring mp all thoſe opinions 4 
whatſoever that do d:ceive us, Neither is there any thing 
in the Univerſe char is more deadly and deftruQive to the 4 
rogreſs and proficiency of Science, than the opinion and | I 
ConC:it of ſelf.lufficieacy , and with Socrates the more that + 
we are {cnfible ot the (hallowneſs and nothingneſs of our y 
| knowledge , the more it will ir us up<o inquire and feek 4 
after it, and therefore precious was that adyice of the divine 
Plato his Schollar : Decer ſane enm qui magnum vir futnr ns bit Dialog$, i 
oft, neque ſeipſum , neg, ſua ailigere , ſed jaſta ſemper , de Leg. 2 
ſive a ſeipſo, ſeu ab alto quovis gerantur. Ex hotipſlo | 
aclict o accidit omnibus y ut ignoramiam ſuam eſſe ſapien= 
tiams opinenter, Hinc fit, ut quamwvis nihil ( ut ita di». 
49 ) ſciamus , ſtire tamen omnia arbitremur, Verity it 
becomes him who ſhonld be great , neither to love himſelf, 
nor humane things, but to love alwaies things that are ai 
ju$F , whether they be done of him{elf or any other, from | 
this very fault , it hapneth unto all , that they opinionate 
their ignorance to be ſapience, From hence it comes to 
paſs , that althongh ( as [ may ſo ſay ) we know nothing, 
yet notwithiFanding we think we know all things. 
6. And whereas Raymand Lully invented. an Alphabes 
tical way for Syllogiz.ing, improved and opened by eA- co. agip.ti. 
erippa , Paulus Schalichinsy and others, in which Pics in Art. brev. 
_Mirandulaand ſome did far excel , even to wonder and Lo-Pvl.Sch. 
afloniſhmenr, which indeeis a far more certain, copious , ® b.metke 
eafie, and dious way for argumenration , ' eſpecially | 
to overcome all opponents , to be amply furniſhed to diſpute 
ng £m Parke, ne. hone} Rope 
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cthemird in thoſe opinions: that 'it- holds, and jo deſerves * 
wondrous great praiſe and commendation 2 yet for all that 
|  F__ it leaves the intelle& nude and unſatisfyed,becaule ic produces 
tt no certitude, 'nor eyidential demonſtration , and lo fills the 
20 mind fi} of opinions, but nor of Apodittical Kience, and 
3 FI Is but ill ro remain nefcious, and nt , {o- yalt is che 
= : 6 FA Marſ.Ficin in difference betywixt | as and _- —_—_— ” 2 
Si | Dia:1.de Rep, nt ſcientian in negatione quodan falſ, porins Guam in 
2 \, BY veri affirmatione conſiſtere. It is true, Thar humane 
ul ſcience doth conſiſt: in a certain negation of falfiry, rather 
= than in'the affirmation of verity, 1 will only conclude 
Verulam.Noy, With that remarkable ſaying of the Lord Bacon, Logica, 
0.p. Aph. 12, #4 in abuſu eſt, aderrores (qui in notionibus vulgaribus 

f undantay ) pabiliendos, et figendos valet , Ppotins quan 
ad inquifitionem veritatis, ur mages damuoſa fir quam 
wutilis, Logick which ts abuſed , doth condgce to efta« 
bliſh and fix errors (which are founded in vulgar notions ) 
rather thay to the inquifition of verity, that it is more hurt- 


ful chan profitable, 


Cnr. Ve 
Of the Mathematical Sciences, 
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bur either fleightly and ſuperficially bandled in definitions , | 
diviſions, axiomes, and argumentations/ without-any ſolid || 


> 
- 
practice, or true demonf 
| ' * : 
' : Of 
Y l Gan 
4 - - 
> > Y wu 4 x 
- $ l Gar 
* PR 
4 | x 
2 po 
"- -* 
_ , pe ”, 
*s. = 
+ . p, _ 8 


nical or elſe the T t DUE DEQEN 
parts are altogether paſſed by, and negledtec 
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1. Foc tbe prime and main one in the building ups 
of Arithmetick, lo bighly eficemed (and that noe withour 
cauſe) in the Schools of Pytbagoras y Plato, Exclide, nay 
and of Ariſtotle himſelf, is quite rejeted of our Acade- 
mich Maſters, who notwithſtanding would be cſteemed the 
creat and moſt expert- Maltes-builders, . though. they throw 
away the chief corger fone: And is not only. fleighted- and 
negleRed as uſeleſs, and ot ao value, bur tranſmicted over 
to the hac.ds of Merchants and Mechanicks, | as though . i: 


were not a liberal Science,or nor worthy che-{tudy and pains.of - 
an ingenuous & noble ſpin And bur chat ſome: private {pirits .-. 
haye made ſome progreis therein y as Napier, Briggs, Mr. Y 
Oughtredge , and ſome others, it had lain as a fair garden | yy 
unweeded or. cultivated , ſolutle bave the Schools done to FF: 


advance learning , or promore Sciences, . of 

2. And for che noble, and molt neceſſary Art of, Geome — | lb. de. 
try , their bandling ial £554 
lle:ghtne's, and ſupine 
fe practice , nor clear demon(trarion , | 
years ago Exclide compiled with ſo much pains and exaft» 
nels: and theretore arefat from making gny' further diſco. 
verics therein ,. contenting theraſelves with the ſole verbal 
diſputes of magnitude, quantity, and the affeRions there= 
of, leayiog che praRice and application thereof ro Maſons, 
Carpenters, Surveyors, and like manual operators, 
5 ONES wee geo to-ſerve ſodivine | and noble a 
miſlxes. 


4Je T here hath been no more progreſs made'io the Optical 
Art, which though icaffords many, and. 1 | ors, 
both for pre Nechi 
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Lax, Scheiner, Agan!- 
nd trite, the grand mwyfteries of ir 
rt ws EEE yy = 
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As for « H*#{ck it-hath had ſome litrle better fortune , 
for char euigne apd prafiical pacr; whuch lerves 2s a ſpur to 
ſenſuality and yoluptuoulneſs, 2nd ſeems to be the Compa- 
nion of Melagcholicks, Fantaſticks, Courders, Ladies , 
Taverns, and Tap-bouſes , har hach 64d ſome pains taken 
about it , 2nd forne honour done weont that the profeflors * 
thereof might become Gradwuats : yet for the 
part thereof, which confifts in the difcorecitp the natuce , 
quality , diftinRion , ſympathy , dyſpathy , fignificancy , 
and of all Gund. yoices, and tones that are in na- 
rure, theſe are altogether unknown and negleRted; as allo 
how far ie mightbe ble co Natural Philoſophy , and 
the laying open of the univerſal Harmony of the whole 
e Mundane Falwick , that remains uncried and unattemp- 
ted, 

. The Aftronomy that the Schools each being accor- 
ding tot the Peripatetich, and Prolemaich Syſteme , which 
they maintain with much rigor, ſeyetity, and eammefineſs, is 
by ' hem extolled tothe heavens , asan Harmoniacals tegu- 
lar, andfiately Fabrick, which without an dem nitration, 
oc puntual obſeryation they obtrudo render. _ 
flandings of unwary youth : holding i ic forth with chat Magi 
terial © Pang a though ie would cleerly falye all che 
Phenomena, and render the true cauſes, grounds, red and rea- 
ſons of the motions, and'effeAts of all the Cele 
and as though no faulty e : or defett & could be 
found inthis ſo ; bextitiful y/ avd'o " Aructure, 
Yet] muſt c tha pero) thete is 
not (to el, gn rotten, ruinous, 
abſurd and { reeds ye eg tobe, andwhich 
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my from molt evident principles be everted, and caſt 

T, e £ gran zs Of at improved, 
TT onely controvertible and indemonſtrable , bur 
untrue , namely that the Eacthis the Center of the Univerſe , 
and that the Heavenly Bod'es do ia their motions fo obſerye 
* it, and from thence deduce the cauſes of gravity and leviry 

the contraty of uncertainty of which appears thus, ' Firlh, ir 
- is manife(t that *he Earth is not the Center of the of the 
Planetary Obs, becauſe by their own confeſſion , ſome 
of them, as © and JF are fornerimes in their Apogenmy and 
ſometimes in thei r Perigeamr, that is ſometimes neerer and 
ſomerimes further off from the earth; which they could not 
be if the Earth were their true and Center, becauſe 
according to the definiticn of Eaclidh the Circumference of 
a Circle is eyery where equidiltant from the Center, and all 
lines drawn from the Center to the Circumference are equal , 
otherwiſe it would ceaſe to be a Circle, and one Circle can 
have no motethan one Center,* and therefore the Earth is not 
the Center of the Planetary Orbs, Secondly, if the Earth 
were the Center of the Otbs of the Planets, the difſeRion 
of the Otbs would be needleſs into Excentricks. and Con» 
centricks, which being their own tenent, manifefts that the 
earth is not their trye, and proper Center, 

Thirdly, if the Earth were cheir Ceater, the AquinoQial 
line dividing both the Exrth and Heavens into 2 equal parts, 
the Sx in his annual motion could not be time in the 
one halfcircte than in the other, unlzfs he did not over 
equal intervals , or ſpaces of the line, in equal times and 
ſo ſhould intend and remic his motion, which is denyed of 
all: and therefore it being by certains and yearly ob-. 
ſervartiongthat he ſiaics ſore dates onthe Northſide the 
/E ;uator y than on the Soitth, it is manifeltthar the Earth is 
not che Center of his Orb. h S170 
| Fourthly, there are divers Planetary Bodies that m3ye cit- 
cularly, thatobſerye not the Earth as their Cencer ac _ 
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Gal.Galal.lih. were the Center of the Univerſe, how could a Center any 
 CeSyſt.mund: yay underfiood be the.caufe of any motion at all , or-loca« 
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choſe Mediceal, and Jovial Planets about Jupiter , and 
choſe about Sarwrn , Mercury, and Vers NN Bow, 
and the Su about his own Center, and none of<hele reſpect 
the Earth, and thetetorecannot be their Center; and 'fo nor 
the Ceater of the Univerſe. | | 

Fiftly, for the eighth Sphere, no certain rules of Art can 

demonſtrate that the Earth 3s its ceacer, becauſe it bears no 
ſenfible magnirude unto ity fo that no angle can be afſgned 

' tokr.ow the diſtance , and theeye cannot be a certain, and 
proper judge , becaule ir judges not of diſtance as irs proper 
ard immediate 0bjeR, but rodo that is the office of the com« 
monſenſe , and where the diſtance is great and vaſt, thcugh 
the eye be far diſtant from the Center, yer the thipgs ſeen 
millCenta Rardin a Circle abcutic, though they be nor 
truly 2nd exaQtly ſo, 2nd therefore this is rather a poſtulate 
than a proof, and may jultly be denyed, becauſe it cannot 
be proved : and that all the S:ars that we call or account fixt 
(chough we cannox prove:that any of themare ſo) and alj 
1a one Circle cx Ocb,cannot be true, for doubtleſs the diffe- 
xcace of their apparent wagaitude is a Certain argument that 
they are not all equidiftant from the Earth and therefore 1s 
rotthe Earth the Center of the Univerſe. | 

Sixtly , for their arguments taken from gravity and leyicy, 

they do but therein uſually petere principiums beg the que- 
ton, and thereby commit a moſt palpabie Paralogiſm, for 
they define gravity to be that qu 0d tendir deorſuns , which 
tends downwards, ard it the cauſe is dernanded why bodyes 
ſevered from the Earth do tend downwards thither again, 
they anſwer quia gravid ſunt , which incite is this, T 
tend to the Earth, becauſethey do terd to the Earth, which 
is iders, per idems And if it were granted that the Eaith 


 - 


cf them , haye any power togive or cauſe motion in a 
body ? Theſe are the groundleſs Chymera's of the Schools. ,' 


wy on Ds not kncwing that bedies ſepazate from the Earth do move _ 


Phil. nov. thither againfrom an intriplick #-guetick qualitys YER 


a. which is defined to be a ſpace yoid of bodies, and Capa- 
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the Earth is by way ofa and-ia the part ſeparate 
by metion of Coition , belides ſome oiber.clear thac 

- y . . [ bod % - ft : « _— 

may be given from Sracscal principles, which for brevities 


lake I am. forced 10 omit ; For from this is cleerly evidenr, * 
chat che Earth not beicg the Center of the Univerſe, the 5 
whole order and frame of the Schalaſtick Syſteme is difpa- 
ated,.and our of courle, | Ry 

2. And as they have miſtaken the mark in making the 
Earth the Center of the Univerſe , . they are as far wide in 
their determinations of the Circumference or Ocbs , . which 
they maketo be of a Q ixteſſential nature (as they term it) 
and io to be PRC tp and free from change, and mu» 
tarion -. and it is believedthac this opinion is chiefly groun- 
ded upon this, That the heavenly bodies remain Rill in che 
{ame ſtate wherein chey haye been obſerved to be many ages 
before, and no ſenfible alteration could eyer be perceiv:d 
in them. 
| Towhich Ianſwer, That this concludes nothing, becauſe 
irareues from knowing to being , when being hath no de- 
dance of , nor connexion with our knowing, for vur 
| knowledeeis not-the cauſe, nor meaſure of che Univerie, nor 

of the things therein contained, Falſo enim aſſeritar, ſexe , "HT 

ſum humanun eſſe menſuramrerum; Ouinconr ay omnes Og. ach. ps 
perceptiones, tam ſenſus , quam ments , ſunt ex Ana'o= 
gia bomings , x0» ex eA nalogia Univerſi. It is falſely 
aſſerted that mans ſenſe is the meaſure of the Univerſe ; 
but on the contrary , all perceptions, as well of the ſenſe as of 
the intelleft , are from the Analogy of man, and not from 
the Analogy of the Univerſe, 

Againg there may be many alterations in the (a/5tia/ bo» 
dies, Which by reaſon of their yaſt diftance , we do not, 
nor can perceive , eſpecially if we conſider, that mutation is 
undeiſtood either as it relates ad trum, or. ad partes, there ypc navy. 


fore there may be (and without douby are) man akreadons de mondo. 
no 4 
chang 


in the parts of the Heavenly bodies, tho! at all 

as to the whole of any of them - for the 

ble, and inconuptible ,. inrelationto che whole , as any 

other of the Starry or Planetary bodies are, for the chapge 
| s '__ elat 
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chat appeareth in it, is but 
parts, and though ſenſible to us , yet is not perceiveab'e ar a 
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"in the external and ſupeificial + 


oreat diltfance, for we can diſcern divetſe mountains, and 
parts of the Earth, far remote from us > yer cannot diſcern 
the alterations chat ace in the parts thereof; and fo if ones 
eye were placed in the Moors, Mars, Tupirer, or' any 
of thoſe Stars which we call fixt, we ſhould perceiye as 
lirtle change then here on the earth, as we being placed 
here ſee in thoſe Starry bodies” 

Neither is it true that there _—_ no mutation in the 
Heavenly Bodies or Orbs , becauſe many men of great note, 
experience and Kill, have obſeryed that {omers haye been 
aboye the Sublunary Ocb, and evidently demnſicated the 
lame by there Paralax, as Tycho Br: h:, Copernicas , 
Kepler, Galalzns, and others, which clearly demonſtrates 
(beyond the refutation of Logick) thar there are changes and 
mutations in the heavens, and ſo they are noc incorruptible 
bodies as is falſely afferred - And che evidence that appears 
to the eye in the ule of the Teleſcope doth plainly evince that 
there isan e Atmoſphere about the body of the £Mvon , 
wh'ch could not be if the Heavens were unchangeable. 

| 3» Another thing that they grofsly maintain 1s, that the 
heavens or Orbs are as hard as Steel, and as tranſparent as 
olaſs, and ye; baye /o many ſeveral ſorts of (olid Orbs , 
Eccemricks, and Concentricks , Epicycles, and the like, 
which are all concamerated one within anotherg the abſurdi- . 
ties and impoſlibilities of which I ſhall demonſtrate in ſome 
cleer arguments. | . 

For ficſt, if they were ſolid bodies, and that every Star 
were but den/cor pars ſui Orbis, they either the convex ſu- 
perficies of the contained Otb,:muſt ex1Qly touch the con- 
caye ſuperficies of the circumambient Ocb , orelſe not, but 
ſome ſpace to 1ntercede berween , which muſt eicher be im- 
plete with ſome otter body, orelſe be a meer inanity and 
vacuitys neither of which can poſhbly be according to their 
own tenents, not indeed according to the truth-it If.» For 


if the convex ſuperficies touch the concave exaRly in all parts 
and there be neicheryacuity, nor body interjacent, then as 
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the Mathematscians truly lay, chey muſt couch ia infinite 
points, and ſo there could be 20 motion ar ally becauſe there 
could be no appulfon, nor recrocefſion, and where there is 
neither of thoſe, it is unpoſſible there ſhould be local mori - 
on, ot lation ; for rwo. exact ſmooth, andequal fuperfic'eſles 
of hard and {lid bodies joined ry the uppermoſt will 


if it be taken up ,_ lift up the lowers alſo, if the tarce of cle- 


yation bein the center of the ſolid bodies fo fitted , - as may 
be ſeen in Braſs, Marble, and the like, fo that conſequently 
there could be ao motion atall, . And if there were any mo- 
tion. ztall it muſt needs be with confrication, and attrition , 
ar.d ſo without plenty os ſome oily ſubſtance 4, would not 
cauſe Pzthagoras his ſpherical mufick bur an uaheard-ofrum- 
bling noile, ſuch ſurely as poſſcfled tie brains of thoſe that 


weie the f.R Authcrs of this mad ard extrayaganx opinior, | 


And if they fay there is a yacuity interjacentgthen there could 
be no motion nzither, Decauſe according to the Schools 
Motus tm vacuo non datyr; and if they ſay there is ſome 
other body between , then what is? forif ir be) any Eie- 
weatal body , that cannot be , becauſe they bave incarce- 
rated them all within the concaye ſuperficies of che Afoos ; 
and if there were ſome other body included berween , then 
ſeeing according to ArifFotle that Motu eft canſu calorie, 
how couldit be but chatbody would be heated even colights. 
tion? ſeeing thatall hea doth continually rarifie, and the 
Orbs continually moving with ſuch an incredible {iwiftnels , 
and no place for eyaporagion, but iz cloſe pent in by the Su- 
perioxr, Orb , how could all not Sr» ons , orforcibly 


torn, and cent afſunder ? unleſs we muſt baye all-folved with- 


that. frivolous (hafty that they, areecemal , and ingenerable 
bodies , andare but A»4logeylylike'ours; and. To ſuffer 
none of theſe chings that Elemental bodies dos when they 
have cleecly{hewed woat that Analogy is, and wherein they 


are neither ablolucely like our Syblunary bodies, nor abſo- 


lutely different from them;, then it will be time enough"to 


' return them a more plenaty reſponſion, until then ler this 


\ufice. 
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Secondly z if the Ocbs were ſolid ,. how could it poſſibly: 
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be that there could be Eccentricks ,. and (oncentricks , the 
one having 2 more deale or thick parc in one fide of the Cir- 
cle or Orb, andche other hayiog t'> likewiſe oa the 9arrs op - 
polite > now bow theſe ſhould haye motions ot their 
owa, if they be ſolid, to me ſeems impoſſible , - or 
Philolai de how of which Way Epicycles ſhould be affixed to theſe 
Syſt. mund. | fcom the concave cies, tothe convex, 
d bein Spherical ſolids, or Ocbs, witbou: 
eicher tion of dimenſions , admitting of yacuicy, or 
lome other fluid body to be incerjacent, to me ſeems more 
difhculctounlooſe, than the Gordian knot was to Alex- 
andery, and will never be untyed unleſs Ariſtotle have 
learned of his great Patroa to cut that aſuader which he can- 
not unty ? 
Whice Dial. Thirdly, if che Ocbs were ſolid , and impenetrable, then 
<< mund, fol- could not poſſibly any Comets be aboye che ſuperficies of 
the Moons Ocb, or if it be certain that they have been ob- 
Keplers de feryed aboye ( which is true) then of nniry che Ocbs are 
NT mais got ſolid , bur fluid bodies : neicher could any new Scar ever 
7” appear if they were {olid, but fuch have been known un- 
doubtedly to beſeen lomerimes , and yer were no Comets , 
therefore of necelſity they are fluid, acd not ſolid bodies. 
And it is undeniably true, that if the Orbs were hard as Steel, 
and of ſuch ſolidity as 1s alleged , then they could nor pol- 
Gbly interſe& or encer into the Obs of one another ; bur ir is 
certainly known by exa& obleryation , and Aathemari- 
cal demonſtratio2 , that when Afars is in the loweſt part of 
his Epicycle, or in Perigeo, heis then wichin the Ocb of 
the S#n, which be could not penetrate if ir were folid, and 
therefore unqueſtionably they are riot bard;- bur fluid bodies; 
and ſo the Scholaſtick, Sy/teme is ruinous, and ground- 
leſs. ; 
Fourthly , Iſhall urge one Optica/argument , which is 
this, That if the Heavens were all ſolid , and divided 1nco 
ſomany Otbs, and they again ſubdivided into ochers , chen 
;: mult follow neceflarily that according to the multitude of 
Superficiefles, ſo mult the multiplicicy of refraQtions be, 
which in this cafe would be'yery numerous, and fo a 


Kepler. Aftro, 
EPitcs 
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the Stars of Planes would ererbe dn inthe glaces, 

bur either confounded, or mweipuyed, Which 


4s "Prom thele they ground the motion of the tentb,ninth, 

and eighth Sphere , making: the tentti Spheys move moſt 
rapidly from .Eatt ro Welt in'that ſpace which! we call 24. 
hours, and ſo-ſnatcherhy, 'and whirlech abour 
wich it, allthe inferior Orbs, which innately 4 and properly 
have a reluancy, and ROY _— ic; The ablur- 

dicy of which appears chus, 


Firft; that the Diurnal motions of all the Orbs in 24 _ 


boures ,, except the tenth Sphere 4/ are meerly violent, and 
cowpullive;z and only the motion of ic natural , -and proper. 

Now how could they coriceive z who'bold that nulluvs v10- 
lentum eſt perpetwvem, that a motion thatis/ violent could 
be perpetual.in nature , eſpecially rotheſe pure bodies which 
they * tokdanht excels ble?- or how can it be 
thac the firſt: Sphere ſhould communicate 1s velocity-to all 
tie inferiours,” and the ſecond ſhould. communicate none ar 


' all? Why is not Jwp#ter carried with the motion of Serwry? / 


or the S«# with Mar? Hoc mihi fi. ſolvas Oedipus 


alter eris, 


Secondly , if the extreme and. incredible velocity of the 
teach) Sphere , be ſeriouſly: confidered,, it will excced all 
| pollibiliry of belief, nay even ſwifter than chought or ima- 

gination 2 for of diverſe Orbs moved about in the ſame ſpace 
of time, the leaft moves the moſt-ſlowly , and the greateli 
- molt ſwiftly ,/ for ifit be d according to the leaſt 
Diamerre given unto it ,'and how it moves more ſwiftly 
than the Orb of the Moon, byſo many timesas it exceeds 
ay meſs of its Circumference, it w) bepaſtall humane 
» and underftanding to imagine the extreme velocity of 
ie ſothedac Cirature can belicye ivto be fo; bur. alſo : be 
to confeſs; that ieis moſt likely cirher to. be ſer 
» orclie by UN oa onal ſwiknels to be whicled 
oY neue mr:?) 77 
0 MGEPET Fikeeighe Sphere be conceived 20 move gwber- 
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Y ig 4s tÞey fancy rothew(ebves thar all the Scars are _—_ 
WM "Y hh 0 my 11 how , .confideri 
til and that the earth Conbich hey ſuppat che Center of ns 
Fl bear proportion unto it, bur as an inſenfible point! or prick , 
64 hea it could not poſſibly be bur that ir would appear 25an 

V:'} inflamed light,or2 concave globe of fice, becaute'at one and 
"oh. the ſelf ſarae inftant the mulacude of raieswould all be 11« 


I - pave INSET Pn 0 PR 'bebolder ) 

1: and infinite Mrs ſucceſſively in-a manner, exe 

pt the others pafled from 1 "ys and ſo muſt of necefl alt 

| tntrely asficry and-luminous ;/ fo as we beho dos of 
2 


wood whole: Kar” is fired, Toy pou wr whirjed: 
Roma wg a hte 


bt theairin a:cixcular- wwe 
E FE jt Circle of fice or 
| _ follow upon theſftruureof vie RYCRED ali which ar- 
ments-may cyl g'the im ty of che truch 
pr that ey eanss ar Bo which che pruned? cry up 
for ſo certa1ny/ neaty and/beauriful; focharT may conclude 
| Fs + with _ Author, Now exins 4 _ big pſins 
iY; winte Dias Exgitib4 finguxtur,vel Homericas fabal uaſu magis 
Tt; de mundo fol- diffciles [9t-an » quam illam Celarnm af un 447 pah 
| 459 
MT quam proxima nos ſarula erudiernnt. For 1 any 1-1 
FF things that are feipued of Arthur, and-his Knig/s: of the 
round table, or thefables of Homer, are not more difficult 
q ro be perſwaded, than that compoſure'of the beavens , 
\h.s Which. 6s age preceding  s bath teught. 
ap | 5. Fortheother parts. of Aſathemarichs, fome of _ 
6 TP | are utterly unknown and uopradtifed! in the Schools, and 
{ pe Parke” 5" are raughttbero,/ bur , and ſuperfi- 
bore that frnall arno profit doth from thence, 
ufually teach Coſs pager tio on hyper 
Geography, Hydrogr aphys Chorography, and 
ST yer +Coſmography's the whole, and 
of a 
% world, 55.9 I rn I a. 
L Th | collation together,and fois no ſmall or arts: 
| 13h | and of manifold lee nd blet ning hen err 
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one of Fve eſt ec uwployrtis 
Ne oloin ay 
of the Science, or att of Altrotogy, 
rechnift5gnd malicious ſpic 
| g irthec opt ve 
ſhall che Ac | -not aj 


lefted ity but allo feoffed 4t it, tertifi* me fron expreſſioz 
my thoughts of ſo noble and beneficial a Science 7 ſhall the 
arguments of Pics Sie raney and qr who =_ 
biceeily inyet t me 

truth ? Ye he header g Pups, ao y, Fa 

all mens faith pinned apon eyes, atid ufuall 
dema all ey ng nor, make me be 
lo juſta cauſe Þ No truly, I muſt needs defend that which zo 
judgement evideaces co me to be laudable, and profitable ; 
not but that I utterly condemn the ignorance, knayery , and 
impcſtorage of many pretending Sczolzſts , that abuſe the 
ſame; but ſhall the.ur of naedicine ot. Chymiftry be con- 
demned , and rejected , becauſe many ignorant Empericks 
and falle $975 500" do profets team? Surely no, ler the 
blame be upon the profeſſors ', not upon'the profeſſion ir 
ſelf, For the art it ſelf is high, noble, excellent, and 
uſeful co all ied adiee te ady not uabeſceming che beſt 
wits, and. greateſt Scholars , —_ no Way offelivero God 
or true Religion, . And therefore Lpapcinihors derat. 
ing from-worch and vertug , FE Ap Toes in. the 
J.Lou 2.74 of my leazned,,. and - indufirious Country- 
men . Mc.. Aſhmaleg. Mr, ma a PS Mr. Booker 4 (Mr. 
Sanders, Mr. Culpepper , and athersy who bave taken une 
weatied: paias for the reſuſciration, and promotion of this 


to: 


noble and with Ay LE ng many, way 

noms med The prear ſcoge L have _1n; band 3 
it Were not e in 

ſhould baye giyea ſufficiencreaſons in the vindication of A- 
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» Jo-Dee in his 
Preface he- 


chat expert and learned man. Dr (Jan De ia his Pr 
__ _ he on? i ones 
XPerIMEnts one © , 
oat tra bek ca Gees 
of mangthan almoſt a that learning be Uni alt 
of and glory in, and yet by them ucrer] neglected, and never 
lookt into ; but. what huge, aa pings” Fi theſe caa 
bring to paſs, ler. our learned. Countreyman | Roger. Bacon , 
ler Cardinal Cuſan, ler Galslensy! let Ubaldus' let Mar- 
cus Marci, let Baptiſts Beneditll us » and ,m any. others 
ſpeak, who remaia as a Cloud of Witneſſes a the a 
pige hee et of the Schools , who for ſo. many, Ceatury 
have therein ; Is this to. be the / rr 
Learaing, and: we ſpring of Sciences? let all rational men 
judge and determine, 


iP. VI. 
Of Scholaſtick, Philoſophy. 


FE? the Philoſo, by waich the Schools uſe and teach, be- 
 &L ing meerly YA otelical, let us eximine the ground 
and reaſons why itſhould be imbraced and cryed up more 
than all other, or why he ſhould be accounted the Prince of 
Philoſophers, the Maſter-piece of Nature, the Secrerary of 
the Univerſe, and fuch an one beyond whoſe knowledge 
here is no progrc (ſion. Which however applauded to the hea- 


vens by his Scholars,who are jwrati in verba Magiftri, will 
upon exact and due teſt prove en ng falſe, 
urifatisfaory, and which weſhall labour to cluci- 
datein ſome clear _ 
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m— pom terpretations 
br ann che Serene) or x6) progen 
Becaule Ariſtotle on 1 a 1m wand fo thighterr ar foqn as 
others, neither was he more chan-other men'any way priviſe«. 

ged from human im tering him as an hea « 
NA ar ar SITE Fonds of 


life, which is God , and therefore by (o- GA was able 
ro teach. the cruthy\ by how:much he was'diftant from che 
knowledge of the true God, who is the primary verity - ſo 
that what he hath written wasather by a Diabolical than a 
Divine iaftir&, for Philoponna recordeth that be begun to 
Phaloſophize by the command of 'the Otacle of Apollo, 
which the molt acknowledge to haye beech uttered from the 
Devils advice and afflation, 
2. Neither were his principles and cenents any whit dife Arift. 1i-Phyl 
fering from ſuch Diabolrcal diredtions, for he makes God an 5 gs ior. {3 
animal in his Aferaphyſicks, andchained him to the exce- 20 tag: 
, riour ſupeficies of the bigheſt heaven, and made him bound 
to the laws and neceflucy of Fate, which his moſt obſequious 
and ſworn Interpreters canaot deny, He denies in the » 
ewelfth of his Metaphy {icks that God takes care of minyte , 
and ſmall things; in iobooks as Culohe makes the world 
ercrnal and increate, in his Phyſicks he teacheth that no- 
thing can be made FX nihilo ; in Pix books de anima, and 
of Ethicks, he deviies the poffibiliry of the teſurreQion of 
the dead, and: in man places doth deny the immor:ality 
of the foul; ſo that Latt antixes ſaid truely ofhim , Arifto- 
teles Den wee coluity nec euravit, and yet this i is the man 
that 1s onely thought worthy to be "the father of Chriſtian 
Philoſophy. 
3. 6 the ries and condicions of the man be-Iookt in- 
tO, there will be fouad no ſuch integricyin hing, as may be 

any jult cauſe of nfuch confidence, nor fach manners as may 
ex:oll him above the reft, for doth not £»jebius and others 
relate that he betrayed his Countrey to ths Aſacedonian: , 
and co blot out the i amy thereof that he prefailed wich A- 
lex.mnder 
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feign eAl:xander inhell upbrai 
ruced riches a part of the chief good ,, that by th 
pretext he might obtain of hin ſtore of riches ? Shall 
I recouat bis in nce , yoluptuculaeſs , and obſezne 
. manger of living ? or his impious, doubrful or wickedend ? 
no ,letthem be buried with his aſhes. - Bur thele things do 
ſufficiently declare , that there is no jult cauſe fs-much co 
eſterm and applaud him above orhers, ſeeing it is impoſſi- 
ble co congelt ſo meny things agaialt Plaro, Zenoy or Epi- 
CHT MS, 
4+ Bur I know' they will ſay, They ref 
{o much, as his moſt excell-nz wit , great j 5 
laudable diligeace; well, Ieaftly grant chat he was fach an 
one, but to prefer him notwithflanding before all others, 
cannot be doge without roo much teqmerity, And when 
= arguments are compazative, between the abilities of one per- 
- hb ſon andanoiher, it behooves him that will judge, and deter- 
- Wh mine rightly , thoxowly to underfiand aad rate what 
there isof value and price in either cf them, $9 when there 
is a, queſtion made of Ppthagoras, Thales, Demoorirus , 
Zeno, Plato, Phyrrhos Epicarns, audiqthers, it isfitting 
he ſhould underſtand whatſoeyer they all knew , or elſe he 
cannot d:\cern, wherein. Arrſtorle doth exceed'them all; un - 
leſs he will give his: tentence before the one'party be heard - 
ſpeak, For how can any boaft co bemore wiſe than all 
the athey Phyloſophers , without being guilty of intollerable 
pride and arrogance ? and ruly | belieye that Socrates who 
cenfc{I-d that be knew nothing, underfioodfar more than the 
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that ſpecious 


not his life 
and 
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Stagyrite, who would acknowledge himſelf ignorant 
of any thing, & | {498 

5. Bur perhaps it will be ſaid chac he hath been receiyed , 
and approved of by Thoweſtine, Abenrois, Them as Anui« 
44, Scots and other men of great and vaſtlearaing, #nd 
knowledgz ; well. , ic is wuth he hath been fo ; 
bur who bach ever been the builder , or rayfer of any Sect 
that hath noc 9 Sa14/ 617-1 es , tofollow him , 
and eameftlyrodetend him * havenorithe Acndemicks as 
much a Plato, as the Periparetichs have done ef 
riſtorle? a SZ 

And have not the - SceptiſÞs as much extolled Pyrrho ? 
and the Epicyre.ins, their Maſter Eprexrmns? of whorn it is 
ſaid, 


ui germs humanum ingenio ſtyeravitget omne's 
Þreitrina#, Hellas exortss ut etherens [ol, 


| Nayis it not common to all, extremely and Hyperbollical'y 
oa the authors, and buildeys of their Se& ? nei« 
ther hathhe been, or is ſogenerally received, and commen- 
ded , but many mea of as greatnote as any that haye ftood 
for him, have diſceded from him, or oppoſed him ; for in 
his own- times the whole Schools of the Academicks and 
Stoicks did him, Epicurss in many things did con- 
tradict him, and Pyrrho in all}, nay bis famousdiſciple 
Theophraſins (as Themiſtius relateth) did tax his matter in 
| things2 neither in all ſucceeding ages bath there *wan- 
ted able and learned men who have ftrenuouſly oppofed him, 
in many things if not in all , as Tomas hinhſelf, 41berins 
Magnes, Scotus, Gregorimr, Durandur, Harvens, 
Matoneus, Alliatenſir, Nicolaus Cuſanus,; and many 
exs; neither ought we therefore to follow or extoll him 
becauſe multitudes bave efleemed and adhered to him, for 
as ory well-ſaid, Ph:loſophia multitudinem conſults 
at, panciſq, eff contents judicibus, Philoſophy con» 

fo jr, had the multitude, and is content with a 


few judges, Andas Sezeca witnefſerh,  Hec pars major 
eſe vi Now tum bene cum oy 
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bus humanis agitur., ut meliora pluribus placeant. Ar- 
gumenti peſſimi rurba eff, Thus part ſeemeth the greater, 
therefore it ts the worſe, It goes not ſo well with hunrne 
affairs, thar the better things ſhowld pleaſe the moſt,” The 
multitude is an argument of the worſt, Neicherif his 
Philoſophie had b:en ſound and perfeRt,. need bis: Setators 
appeal to authority, and compliance of others, becauſe 
truth is able-to (and of it ſelf, without the auchority-of 
oti:ers - What is the cauſe- thathince the time thac Exclide 
writ his Elements of Geometry , -there is not any one found 
that bath rejeQed them ? or who hath not followed them ? 
Truly becauſe the indubitable yerity is in them, and ic is 
impoſſible the incelle& ſhould not afſent unto them when 
they are known. And would not the fame thing haye hap- 
pened to the tenents of Ari/torle if they had been true, ard 
indubious ? 

6, But they wil! urge further and ſay, that he is praiſed, 
and extolled of other famous men that were not of his Set z 
as Cicero, Plinius, and Owintilian , andthat- he hath the 
teſtimony of Phil p' and - Alexander that were , aud 
knowing m2nelc is true, and no way to be denyed, for Cicero 
fa th of him , O « dottryr 2? quas acutior Þ quis inrebus vel 
invericndss wel. udicandis acrior Ariftotele unqguan fuit ? 
who hath been more learned > who hath been more acute at 
any time than Ariftoile either in the inventiong [or judging 
of things? And Pliny one while calls him Sanmun in om: 
ni doftrina virum! the chief man in all learning) ſome- 
times he calls him YVirum immenſs ſabtilitatis, a man of 
immenſe ſubtiliy,, And: Quintilian faith ,- Quid. Axifto> 
telem ? quem dubito ſcien:14 rerum , ap [ergptoriums Copieg 
aneloquends ſnavitate, an inventionum. aoumine y an va- 
rictate operum clariorem patem, What (ball I ſay of Ari- 


ſtotle > whom 1 doubt whether I might think more famous 


by his knowledge of things, or by his copiouſneſs ef wricloges 
or by his ſwawity of eloquence, or by the acuteneſs of his 
inventions, or by the variety of his works, Well, admit 
all cbis to betrue (as who would depriye him of his due ho- 
nour) yer theſe are but the judgements of men that might err _ 
as. 
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be; and what if others have thought ocherwile d | 


as well as | 

muſt we alcogerher ie ad to thefe mens judgements Þ or hath 
—_— them to be final agd h dererminers, 

from whole judgement there is no appeal ? might nor 4+ - 


ole and mer. err in ſomerhing@ or were iviles 
L frem the common trailty of aÞ.men Þ no, I be [argon 
© that the proverb is true in them , ar:d all men beſides, 
humanum wo Butſhall we nor find char the felf- 
lame men haye given as great , orgreater commendation to . 
ochers ? yes truely, for being Oratoursthey had all the liber- 
ty of a profuſe and Hyperbolical tile, and often bringing 
in a commendatory catalogue of learned and worthy men, 
there was no cauſe why they ſhouldomit che noble Sragyrire, 
Bur have they not often celebrated and preferred others 
before him ? yes verily there is hardly any thing'more yulgars 
ly known , thin that iterated ſaying of Cicero, when he was 
commendifigiany of the Philoſophers, alwaies added {c1- 
- per excipro-Platonem , Which manifefted che high eftcem 
that he had of him , accounting no other worthy to be com- 
pared with h1ym, wham he judged ſuperlative coll - and for 
Pliny we ſhall find him giving the precedence of witand 
knowledge to Homer above all others, and calling Plaro 
' Sapientre An'iftitem , than which E/ogy Fknow noc what 
can be given more illuſtrious , andalfo openly profefſiog his 
repuenancy to Ariſtorle, and that he*had added many 
things which that greac man was ignoramt of, Aadfor 
, O-«intilian you may hear him ivg Plato, Philoſophoe 
r992-7uzs dnbitet Platonemn efſe pracipunm, five acuntine 
A;ſerendi, ſrve loquends facultate divina quadam, et Ho- 
merica ? mt mihi non homints ingenio, [ed quodam Det- 
phicos wideatur oraculo i mn. Who doubteth that 
Plato ts the chief of Philoſophers, whether is the acuteneſs 
of di/pmting , or ina certain devine and Homerical faculty 
of ſpeaking Þ That he ſeems to me inftrutted not with the 


Wit of wan , but With a certain Delyhical Oracle -* 
And in 2 wordgFthon wik credit O #imritionchou ſhall find | 
| kim extolling Cscero beyond rie, Plato, or any other 


of the foregoing ages; fo that the ſame mouths achs thar com- 
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 Butifthe authority of men, «the credit of the belt eftce» 
med, and the number of yoices could cenainly decide ile 
truth, then whac ftore of wicnefies might be brought| agaialt 
him, and thoſe allo mea of the greateit eltecm and repure of 
in the Chriſtian world ? For isnot the whole Peripatee 
tick, Philoſophy rejeed of all the anticat Fathers ? what 
is there to memorate Tertulliany Irenems, and ihe 
more Antient? what need is there to mention Lattas: 1115 
wholo often carpeth at Ariſtorle, tanquan ſecum difſid. r= 
rem, et repugnaniia dicentem, et ſentientem, as one diſa- 
greeing with himſelt, and ſpeaking, andthinking repugnant 
things > Why ſhould I name Ja#tin CMariyr, who lo 
often reprehendeth hlm ? or Hierome, who with fo open , 
and tart a ward taxeth verſutias ejus, his ſubtilties? why 
ſhould I recite Ambroſe, Auguſtine, 7 qua and the 
reſt ?. who jmpugning humane Philoſophy in general , bave 
not intended to Fans Avifforle che Bur go name of 
them all hear Gregory Naz4anzrm who- ſaith {o cleganily , 
and truly, A6jice MAriftotelis minutzloquam ſaracitatem , 
abjicite mortiferas ills ſuper anima ſer monts y et univerſe 
humana illa dogmata. Throw away the minntiloquious 
ſagacity of Ariſtotle ; thraw away thoſe mortiferons Sere 
mons of his upon the ſoul : and univerſally all thoſe human 
opinions of hzs.So that. it the judgement of the Fathers be of 
any = , the Philoſophy of Ariſtatle is not much to be 
regarded, & © | | 
As for that whigh is alleged concerning Phzlip chuſing 
Ariſtotle for a Turor to his Son Alexander, it merits but a 
fight confutation : for admit that Philip was a very wile 
and prudent Prince (as ne doubt but he was) yer did the ex-. 
cellency of hisskill principally conſiſt in Political, and Mi- 


b ence, and knowing Arms better than Arts, was 
py. uately fic to Neloe the abiliries of Ar:otle, _ 
except by yulgar rumour, and cammon fame. And it is 


gotto be denycd that in his time the fame of _ArifForle was 
exceedingly blowa abroad; but- who is ignorant of the 
incopttancy and leyity of the popular croud i propagating, 
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Y aad ing of rumours? - Buclec.it be grafited that Ari. 
pay porn dream only all the learned meti-in Greece that 
lived ip bis time, - but all che men of thewwhole -world that. 
lived in'the time of Ph;ljpy yer whar is this to: the number 
and abilities of tboſe that have lived both before and Gace ? 
or how comes the Judgement of Phzlip to oblige us who, are 
nor under his Empire , and who could nct compel the minds 
of men, under the tyranny of one mind ? fort is eafiet to 
in{lave bodies than to captivate minds.. - And for: Alex 
ander,chough be had Ari/torle infingular efteem, yer did he 
much yalue other learned men, as Xewocrates, whoſe zmu- 
lator eAriſtotle was, and alſo Pyrrb»; fo that both theſe 
received for gifts many Talents, 

Bu: this is nat to be denyed, that the ſplendor of Alexan- 
ders name did bring much credit, and authority to Aro» 
ie, both living and dead : but this no:withſtanding —_— 
the vulgar and thoſe of yulgar wits,. who as they are onely 
moyed with external (howes, ſo they think that a great 
Pnace cannot but have a great Maſter - when for che-moſt 
part Princes chuſe noc Tutors for Prin:es, - cicher for their 
abiliciesin zudging of the ſolidity- of ligrature, or for the 
| love they hayeco vertue , truth, or finceryy bur rather for 
worldly or Palitick ends; that their ſons may be inſtructed , 
and fitted both to keep and acquire. large Dominions 7 -and 
Terricoriesz-and for the molt part true Science {corns the . 
bcndage, flatery, and yanity of Courtly ſplendor. 


2. Again, there is no reaſon why the Peripatetich Phi. -* 


{o/ophy ſhould have the palm. and preheminence above all 
other, becauſe there is a great uncertainty both of the -books 
and doQtine of Ariſtot{e , as we (hall evince in ſome few 
reaſons, © - 

I. It is uncertain whether any book of Arifo:/e,. or 
which owas him for author, be extant or a; for if it were nor 
dubious: to what end. do his interpreters, as Simplicins , 
Themiftius ,' and almoſt all thereft , High Shay 17x 
age , prepole this queſtion at the beginning of every boc 
FA they mar terry Sitfe Feohi hos hibor, Arif Gals as 
 20u?-.i5 this book Ariftorl:5 or not Þ Cectaigly if this thing 
RE Pie £6 KR 3 | "were 


queſtioaz for we uſe not 
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034 for we uſe apt to Evuple abou cuagyinar 
certain , bur abow#'things thar/are doubtful, For it isin- 
quired concerning bis book de juterpret atiove » whether it 
be his ot yo, the later men do affim ir, bur long ago An- 
dronicus Rhodins ha*h denyed ity whether thesetore thall we - 
oye our ſuffrage to theſe modern men, or to him that is more 
antieat? who by che verdict of Boerius, and Porphyrin:, is 
faid to have brought Arif ot les writings out of Greece, and 
to have digeſted them into cuder; who (hall looſe this knot ? 
who ſhall refolye.. thisdoube ? 

2. Another argument ari:eth from hence; that Zaertime 
hath drawn the order and Catalogue of Ariftetles books , 
and yet manly are wanting which he enumefates, and we 
have many as 12. of 14. of Metaphyſichs , & of Phyſicks, 
4+ de Cale, 2, de generatione, 4+ of Meteors , d 3. 0 
the Sowl, which are not mentioned in his Catalogie » A 
therefore who need doubt bue theſe are Suppoſititious ? For 
if they had been exrancin the daies of L.4errins , would be 
have concealed them Þ- or could hehave hadno ſufpition of 
them, who was fodiligent ro know, andcommit to poſte- 
rity both the lives and books of the Phi ? Andir 
appears that when Prolomens Philadelphns did ered that 
buge Library at Ale.candris, ufing the helpand pains of 


. Demetrins Phalereus, \who was a Peripatetick 3 This 


man , as he did promiſe greatrewards in the Kings name to 
thoſe that bro  hngitoden any where , [oi hack not 
thought thoſeto be negleAted which were faid to be Ariſto- 
Hes, And —_ wget ona how pe books 
were | er | of gain bearing the title of _4- 
ator mcy a notwithſtanding oe —_ Gnione and none of 
his: and who can be certain in ſuch a caliginous 
Labirymth , to know whether theſe that we have be truly 
his, or but falſe and adulterate ? ſeeing many of them are 
I Rn to belong to eArchitas than to eAriſte- 
f 


_- Seeing according to Laertine , and ſome others, that 
Were were mavy that bore the name of AriiFozle y mighe 


; *Þ : of. & # GS 4 ; 4 Li RE 
_ rp 1. Rs HT 
© not eakily all their works be aſcaibedothis one Sragyrite I 
NG ings it often fallsout : tforthae were many 
Japitersy yet all things were alcrived to one ſon of Saturn, 
ca yk. were many called by the name of Heros/cs, yer 
all their labours made onely one ſon of 4lemens tamous, 
And didnot T heopbraſtus and others (who are faid to have 
imitated the Rileof Arifotle ) compole many books under 
the ſame ticle wich thoſe of his ( as may be - garhered: from 
Laertins Catalogues)8 bo might aot they in cominuance of 
time have the 1picripuon creep ingone inficad of the ocher? And 
is it got controveried whether the begianing of the Jdetaphy- 
ficks , and the books of plants, and others belong to Theo» 
hraftus, or to Ariftoile? And doth not Creeroin his 
| ws finibas witnels that thole books Aſoralinm Nie 
chomachiorum, which are commanly aſcribed to Ariſtotle , 
ace to be attributed ro Nichomachss his lon? Andlcſt any 
ſhould objeR{as they uſually do)that they are written ia his 
file and methode , doth he'nor conclude, Non video, cur 
non potuerit patri ſimilis eſt filima, { do not ſee why the ſon 
might mot be likg the Father? And axe there got ſome 
books amongſt thoſe yulgatly accounted the works of Ar:- 
Fotle, as the book of plants, that of the world to. Alex- 
axder y and others, that 2one daze- pofitively aflert ro- be 
Ariitotles? Neither isthis any new thingia him, for the 
lame ſuppofitition of books hach-happened to. Plato, Cicero, 
Seneca, Origen, Cyprian, Hierom, Auguſtine, and other 
orcat men, EN I 
4+ Let it be concluded, that we bave the books which 
may jultly and legitimately be aſcribed to Ariftotle y yet 
notwithſtanding how dubious.is it to know in theſe books 
What is properly and truly his, and what is not? For Strabog 
Plutarch, and others, do memoraute that when Theophr a= 
ſts had left Nelews Scepfins heirtobisown, and Ariſtorles 
Library, their books lay long hiddea in the ground, and that 
many years after, when they were corroded with worms, and 
9 and almoſt conſumed,” and waſted, they were dig- 
ged up and ſold to Apellicon Teixs g who took care to exe 
port them to Athens, and rook upon himeo amendand 
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not long after LucinsSylle had carried them to Rome forti of 
Greece, he committed them to Tyr annion the Grammariang 
that be might correR and alter them; and ſo thar he"added 
derrated: or changed what he judged Appellicon bad de- 
prayed , of might berter agree to che mind of Ari/#orl-, And 
chat afterwards ſucceeded Ardronicus Rhodins who again 
turned all upſide down and altered as he thought fir,  There- 
fore how. ſhall we believe that the pure text of Ari#Forle , 

paſſing the hands of fo many CorreRors(that I may not more 

cculy ſay Corruptors] came to out hands without being 

victated in innumerable places > firſt ſuffering by 

che injury of time , and then by the conjeRures of 10 

many Cenfurers, Bſpecially ifto this we ſhall add , the 

variety , ofcirancy, and nnskilfulneſs of tranſcribers, we 

ſhall fad that ia this author , which-is common to almoſt 

all, that of one and the felf-ſame place there -will be yari- 
ous Ietions, chat it will be hardly poſſible to divine,” which 

are the ptimary and proper footſteps of the author, 

5- Butler this'allo be given, that there is nothing con» 
tained in his works bug what is his cwn, yettheftyle and 
manner of Aro les writing doth render his doQtrine fo un-- 
certain » and obſcurey. that to fiſhout his meaning there is 
need of a D-/ia Urinacor, For though he might be copi= 
ous and clepant in eaſie matters, yet12 things that are more 
difficulr, and which-require more perſpicuous  explicacion , 
he is fo ambiguous, brief, lame, andiatcicate, thathe _ 
ſeems from the3ce co have raiſed plenty of matter, and occa- 
fion to make his SeRtators wrangle and conjeRure, Therefore 
Articus did worhily , and appofitely compare him, and his 
writirgs, to that black tumour pouted forth by the Cuttle 
fiſh, under which lying bid ſheeſcapeth catching; for he 
{cems co have fpoken ſo on purpoſe, 'as though he be taken 
in ſome ſenſe. yet in another he' makes an eſcape, 
and foeludes the Carchers. And ſome of his followers do 
acknowledge thit he hath uſed this kind of equivocal fpea- 
king of purpoſe; but what need we any further wicneſs, be- 
hold Ar:$orle himfelf openly declaring that he uſed this 
| : af. 
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afeted obſcurity in is Phyfcke for labowing to conſs- | 


ſaich,, Scrspfifti ad me de libris Auſcultatariis, exiſtimans 
in arcano cuftodiendos fwiſſe.” Stito igitur ipſos edits, et 
on editos eſſe, C 09n0|C2 enin, PeFcipique ab its taitum 
poterant, qui nos audierint. Thou” haſt written to me 
rouching my books of Anſcultation, thinking that they were 
to have been kept in ſecret, Therefore know that they are 
publiſhed , andnot publiſhed.” For they can one!ly br une - 
derſtood, and perceived of thoſe who have heard us, 
Which things being thus, we may maryail to what ed they 
have called and accounred him asa Demon? Tor yerily he 
hath imitated the cunning of a'{acodemor, who is ſaid to 
ſpeak by his Propkers and $byll afrer ſuch a nianner,, that 
his words may be uſed in diyers and concrary fenfes : is this 
the honour of ArsFotle , or —_—_— ofthe Schools? *- 

6. Bur further let ir be concededrthat Ariforle hath ſpo- 
ken, and written perſpicuouſly, yet nevertheleſs his doctrine 
is left yery-uncertain - For he for tlie mot part fill uſertr a 
Rhapſodre , and is a great Compiler of other mens works , 
and that without caking time to digeſt or cenſure all things in 
them , ſochacir is difficult todiſcern-when he produceth any 
thing of his own, when of another mans, Arndtherefore 
who is there ,. who when he perceives himſelf ro be urged 
and pip with any place in Ariot le , may not oppole , 

7 


and fay, that it is not he that ſpeaks there , bur ſome of the 

. antients under his perfon, and ſo neyer be withour a ſubter- 

_ fuge, and way for evaſion? Again, 'it is not ſe|dome thac 
he doth openly declare the fallactouſneſs, and uncercainty of 
bis doarine by inſerting of Adyerbs of doubting ,' as in; hig 

book of the Categories ſpeaking of Relatives he ſaith,, For. 
taſſis antem difficile fit de rebus hujuſmoii vehementer 
aſſerere:Perhaps it us difficult te affirm any thing vehement=- 
ly of ſuch like matters, And further where he hath reckon'd 
up the four ſpecies of quality , he addethr, Forrafſis quidems 
;gitwr alin quiſpiam apparuerit qualitatis modus, Ly fere 
qui, maxire dicuntar, hi ſupt. © For perhaps tyaly ſome 
ather mood of quality may appear ,- but Of PTR 
F that 


hate Alexander complaining that he had diyalged them, he - * 


_ OI . 
q —_ _ 4 — » © 
— 


commonly prefix: before | many Com- 
menda:ions given him, dah, Accedebat ad bec,, ingenines 
viri tettum Ot callidum, et metnens reprehenſions y quod 
imhibebat eum , ne proferret interdums aperte que ſentiret, 
Jnde tam multa per cjus opera obſcura, et ambigna, There 
happened to theſs things, the cloſs wit of the man ,- and 
cr 
that ſometimes he durſt not utter openly thoſe things which 
he thought. From whence it us that ſo many things, 
throughout bis works, are obſcure and ambiguous. ' 

7. Bur let us omit theſe, and give it for granted-chat 4« 
ri{totle bath uttered his opinion plaial 
ns Ag Dogmatically, and withouc 
fill cemain of neceffity thar his dotrine 1s uncertain and ob- 
K 1s beſet with continual altercacions at 
the Peripatericks themſelyes , differing about the interpreta- 
tion of bis text ? neither is there any pcffible. hope of their 
reconciliation , but that we may. ſooner ſce a, conjun& 


of che poles of heaven ,- one holding this, agd anorber that, 


and yer all affirming that their meaning was Arsſtetles 
—_ : for when they make the queſtion , whether , and 
what kind of matrer he did.aſcribe to the heavens, ſome af- 


firm char he did attribute mazrec co che heavens, and ſome 


deny that he did attribute any ; ſome hold that be appro- 
priated che ſame matter to the heayens, thar he did ro the 
elements , ard RN S106 ys he gave them. a divers 
matter, Wherefore fu any one not preoccupated dee 
fired to: be inftrugted ide (Bt is > what 
ſhould he do, or whittier (hould he tura bimſelf, when be 
ſhould ſee abour ſome one difficulty propounded, diyers and 
ſuadry opinions differing one from another , and Arifotle 
wrefted 2gainft himſelf would he think it poſſible that, 


\ Ariſtotle at ene and the ſ:lf-ſame time, did hold things 


abſolurely contrary one to another ?  _ Pf 3:8 
8, And if all this wee granted that Ge Arifeelion, 


? 


7 » aud fearing reprehenfion y which did inhibit hin , 


and doth ſpeak al-' 
St will it not 


39 


us; many things falſe, impious, 
and calumfiious, a ings tepuenant, and contradi- 
ory , which weſhall make oiurhereafter, and'fo paſs chem 
in this place. ' tiekinphd nlunghaALag 84 piSS 


3. Neicher oughr-uli6 throne be yielded "to A7/forle- 
alone, nor his Philoſophy onely adored, andadmirted, be- 
cauſe in his writings innumerable things are wanting, and 
defective, that are efſencially neceſſary to the compleating 
of Phyſical knowledge, which we ſhall ſomething at large 
demonſtrate, oo OE rt 

1; I ſha!l paſs by the defe&s in his Or garical learning, as 
having been couched before when we handled Logiek , and 
onely come to open his defets in Phyſicks : And here firlt is 
requireda definition of Phyfick, the decfaration of the ſub. 
jet matrer 1$ wanting, a general partition, and diftributi- 
on is required - neither is it ſhewn to what end, -how or in 
what order he will proceed to ſpeak of the heavens, the\me-" 
reors, the animants, and thelike, which all b&ong' to 
Phyſical ſpeculation, this is all the orderof this great Me+ 
thode-monger, And whea he had ſaid it was to be proceeded 
ex notioribus nobis ad mtioras naturd , ard that even” by 
common ſenſe fingulars ate better known rous, and uniyer- 
{.1ls more known 1n nature, yet preſently after he prepo- 
lterouſly concludes, 4b ir falbrral ſingularia proce- 
dendum, | 


2, What a brave definition doth he giye of Nature, to Arift. 1.2.Phy. 


wit, Natura eſt principium , & cauſa mot, & quietis 
ejus y- in quo ineſt promo et per ſe, et non ſecundum accidens, 
in which there are more defetsand errours than words? For 


hereby nature is nor” diſtinguiſhed from the efficient cauſe , ,,., 4 7 
arc may be a principle as well as nature, and many” more aciſt ct Gal. 
which. I ſhall norftand to recite, ſeeing the moſt acuregand ign. 


' learned- Helmont hath demonſtrated no tewer than thirteen. 
errors, or defects, in this ſo ſhort a definition, and ſo _— 
L | _ 
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valde Anxius "ts HH80g; 6:55 4g oe 
5 contr. Ariſt, ©. ! Ka # iow ſeriptor ofa 
at i tl ap. Ve) Anxionsy the writer of natural au- 
ſcultation i ignorunt what he ſhould or ought to call nature. 
And alſo confures ſome other deicriptions of . Aritor le 
with many pregnant and undeniable a ts2 andin the 
molt of all hizdiyifions and defigitions , as may be ſeen in 
his definition of motion, and of alterarion, and divers others, 
which we:e tedious and fruitlels to teckon up, ++ | + 
3. His' proofs and demonſraci 


. detb, Atque tandeit 


. 


Bi iſt. 1.3 Phy. 
C IP. 3. 


ions for the moſt parc have 
the ſame lameneſs with the refty, ex uno diſce omnes. Hz: 
goes about to prove the world to be perfe&, becaule it doth 
contain bodies, and that a bodie is perfe&t becaule it con- 
tainech trinal dimenſion, and that trigal dimenſion 1s per- 
—,, , fe, becauſe three are allchings: burrhree are all things, 
— becauſe if they be either one, or two, yer we bave not named 
ca.1,2, 3,8,9, 31 chings;z bur as ſoon asthere are three, we may call them 
10, prim.lid, all things. O how ious! O how ſuper-ſufficient is 
this pr6of ! O how wonderfully beſceming fo great a Phi- 
loſopher? O how fit is heto be the Prince of Leaming, and 
the Dittator in the Academies | Andthe ſame abfurdi- 
ties may be ſeen every where in his writings, 

4- The like appears in his argumentations againſt the 
antient Philoſophers, whom he ſeerps every where to con- 
tute:, calumniate and contradi&, but with the ſame 1mpere 
feions and defeats, as to inftance in two or three; He 
tax2th Demorrit ms, Lew inpu,and others very inſufficiently , 

Arift 1ib-1.de Who did hold that generation was by congregation, and 
Gen. et Cor. that no continuum was compounded of indiviſible things , 
Cap.2,9- which they ſpeaking of Phy ical impartibilitie, he impugns 
as of Mt::ematical,Doth he not unworthily cax Plats,that 

belides matter and Idzghe had pur no efficient cauſe of gene- 

ration ? when he himſelf beſides matter and form, rather hath 

put privation, which is a »o ens, than any efficient cauſe: 
Hglmslib. an- Q#apropter curs Ariſtoteles neſciat naturam, proprietates, 
te Citato. = dIEMGHegenerarionum cauſas, ac quidditatem ; quis non 
— judicaverity ex aridis cifternis Scholorum aquas Philoſa- 
phie hanit as hattenus > Ofto enim libri auſultationsn 
| 1 | —__ Phyſearus 
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Phyficarum , ſamniaet privationes, pro mature copnitiane 
exponunt, Wherefore ſeeing Ariſtotle is ignorant of nature, 
proprieties , and alſo the cauſes , and quiddity of geigerati- 
ons ; who ſhall or ju ditate the waters of. Philoſophy hither- 
to drawn from the' drie Ciſfterns of the Schools? For the 
eight books of Phyſical auſcultations, do expound dreams, 
and privations, inflead of the ng of natur:, 
5. This Philoſophy is meerty verbaf, fſpecula.ive, ab» 
| ſtrattive, formal and notional , be ke dt ey with 
monſtrous and ai 2r45 , Iptculative, and fruitleſs 
conceits, but hap A ey the intellect with ſound know - 
ledge, and demoaſtratiye yerity y nor to lead man praQtical- "0 
ly co dive into the internal” center of natures abſtcuſe, and 
evic operations: Bur is 6nly conyerfait ab6ur'the' ſhell, 
a! husk; handling the accidencal, excernal and recollacious 
qualities of things}, confuſedly, and'conrinually eumbling 
over obſcure , ambiguous, ceneral and equiyoca! rerms, 
which arg onely ftr ro cdptivate young Sciolſs , day, 
wits, but nor to ſatisfy a diffreet ard wary niderfiandi g, 
tharexp*As Apodiffical, andexperimerital manuduftion in- | 
co the more in:eriour clofſets of nature. Here in the Schools 
is found no fuchthing, but objurgations, and clamoucs , 
fighting and contending eAndabatarum mare, like blicd, 
or madmen , not kaowing where they wound others, nor 
vhere they are hurt or offeaded themſelves: 
6. And whereas names ſhould truely expreſs notions, and 
they be congruous to things themſelyes , the Arifoteliar 
Philoſophy leads us into an endleſs Labyrinth , having no- 
thing in manner but Syllogiſms ,*or rather Paralogiſms to 
Ratuminate and uphold the Fabrick thereof ; for they haye 
altogether laid ade Induction astoo mechanical and pain- 
ful , which onely can be ſeryiceable ro Phyſical Science , 
and have invented and introduced words, terms, definitions, 
diſtinions, and limitarions conſonant enough amongſt them= 
ſelves, but no way conſotting or ſympatbizing with nature 
it ſelf, Scientie enim, quas uunc habemus , nihil aliyd Verolam.Nov. 
ſunt - quam quedam concinnationes rerum auted inventas YE Aphors. 
rums nou modi inveniendi = deſignat iones novor um ope- 
2 014905 
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' truth. A great wonderchat men that profeſs themlelyes almoſt 
. Ignorant of nothing, and think themſelves the moſt skilful 
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rum,.. For.thoſe Sciences that we have now , are nothing 
<lſe but certain concinnations of things formerly found out , 
not the wayes, or deſrgnations of inventing new works, And 
cne thing more, inſtead of eftabliſhiagthe mind in Phyſical 
truchs, mcſt uſually they confound the judgement with Ma- 


/ 


rhematical tetms, which in eAri/fotles writings is no ſmall 
error ; for though the Mathematicks be exceedingly helpful to 
Natural Philoſophy, yer is confuſion of terms yepy burcful, 


for if a Mathemacical poine. or ſuperficies be urged in a 
Phyficall argument it will conclude nothing, bur onely ob- 
fuſcate, and yer the iatelleQ, | 

7. This School Philoſophy is alcogether void of true , 
ard infallible demonſtration ,, obferyation, and experiment , 
che oaly certain means, and.inftruments to diſcoyery .agd apa- 
tomiz2 natures. occult and central operations z whi 
tound out by laborious tryals, manual operations, aſſiduous 
obſeryations, and the Ike, and not by poring contiqually 
upon a few paper Idols, and unexpertenced Authors s As 
though we c ould fathome the Uaiverle by our ſhallow ima. 
oinations, of comprize the myſteries of mother nature in the 
narrow compaſs of our weak brains; or as though (ke 
would follow us inco our Chambers , ard there in idlenefle 
communicate her ſecrets unto us; no yerily, Dis bona ſua 
laborib us vendint , cale and idleneſs are not the way 'to 
oet knowledge. Therefore here I ſhall ſhew what noble 

arts of Phyſical Knowledge have been, and are negleRed 

the Schools, onely becauſe they abhor taking of pains, 
ard think they can argue Dame Na ure out of her fecrers, and 
that they necd no otter key bu: Sy/logrſms to.unlock her 
Cabinet, ; | PILE Ae 

t. Therefore that noble , and almoſt: diyine Science of 
natural Iſagich , is by them nt only repudiated , abomi- 
nated, andprofecuted with fire and ſword, but alfo che 
very narre ſ.ems nauſeous and execrable unto them ; ſo 
little have they done either to advance leargl to vindicate 


 wordmen or Lo codedalifts in the world, ſhould either not 
Be an 


underftand or be unwilling Fay acknowledoe that the word 
Magickwas in its primary and proper aCcepration , taken 
in 5petts rv bonoucable ſenſe , and-a Sing to thoſe 
that the world accounted moſt dn nd : and. never 
was abuſively taken, until many Impeftors , and knavez did 
abuſe and pervert that ſo noble a 1cience , as though the 
name of Doftor were diſhonourable , or unwortby co be an 
epichice for the able and learned ,.who'have juſtly mexired 
and taken that.degree , - becauſe every Montebank Emperick jo Bapt. Port. 
and Quackſalyer, haye uſually thac title attributed unto mag. nao. 1.1 
them, Was not Aagich amongſt the Perſians accepted ©P+! 
for a ſublime Sapience, and the ſcience of the univerſal con- 14th. 2: 1,7, 
ſear of things ? And were not thofe men ( ſuppoſed Kings) 
that came from the Eaſt ftyled by that honourable name 
Maeryei, 2A gi, or Wiſemen,: Which the Holy Gholt gives 
ufi:o them, thereby todenote out that glorious myſtery of 
which they were made parrakers by the reyelation of that 
ſpirit of life and light. Neicher do I here Apologize for 
thatimpious and execrable Afagich , that eitheris uſed for 
the hurt and defiruction of mankind , or pretendsro gain 
knowledge from him whs is the grand enemy of all the tons 
of Adam, nog that I truly abominate, O4 ( as learned ,, ,;_ via. 
Mirandula ſaith ) pendet ex manu hoftinm prime veri» Con = 1g. N- 
tatis , poteitatum harum tenebrarum , que tenebras fal. 26. 
ſctatis male diſpofitis intelleitib us obfſundunt. Becauſe it 
dependeth upon the hand of the enemies of the primitive 
verily s of the powers of theſe darkneſſes , which dv infuſe 
che tenebroſeties of falſity into evilly diſpoſed intellefts. 

But chat which I defend is that noble and laudable Sci- 
ence, Que COgnitwonens formarum abditarum ad dpera 
Miranda deducat , atque attiva paſſivis conjungendognage yy, 1 z.de 
nalia nature manifeſtet; which leadeth cognition of occult avg. Sci-ca. 5- 
forms wnto wonderful works, and by conjorning attives to 
paſſives.. doth manifeſt the grand ferrets of nature, "And 
indeed is that worthy Fd wonderful ſcience , not unbe- 
ſceming the nobleſt perſon, or greaceſt Scholar, and is that 
ſublime knowledge whereby the wonderful works of.ch2 
Creator ace diſcoyered, and innumerable benefics produced 
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| 70 7 | ming at 
FE. tothe poor Creatures, CMirabilia artis Magica won ſunt 
Jo.Pic.Miran. ſt per unionem Cf attnationem eorum , que ſeminaliter, 
| loco-citaro» gy ſeparate ſunt mnatura. The wonderful\things of Art 
Magick are not brought topaſs, except by the union, ayd 
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attuation of thoſe things that are ſeminally, and ſeparately 


innature: Sothatindeed, Magican operariy, won eff a» 


lind mſi, maritare mundum. To —_— Magith 5s no« 
thing elſe but to marrythe world, that is, ficly and duly to 


- join ard connex agents to their patients, maſculines to fz- 
minines, ſuperious to inferiouss , Czeftials to Terreltrials , 


that thereby nature may a& our her hidden and latent power, 
Aad this is that which the grear!ft DoRor need nor be aſha- 
med of, wherher Phyſician or Phileſopher, but that which 
is commendable both before God and man, and that wher- 
in if the Schools had been ex:rciſed, their works and fruits 
would have been more manifeſt, and they then owaed not 
as the diſſeminators of vain controverſies , and friyolous 
diſputes , bur as the true interpreters of nature , Patriots of 
true learning, and benefaRors ro mankind. Bur Tpray God 
they may repent and amend , and imbracethe truch , and 
alſo pratile ir, 

2, The next thing Ifhall mind them of , as one of their 
orcarefi defects, 1s that ſublime, and never-f1 ufficiently praiſed 
Science of Pyrocechyy or. hymiſtry ; which though it hath 
ſuffered much through the corruption ct time , and the wic- 
kednefle of coy tous Im and rayenous Harpies, who 
oaping after mountains of Gold, do either ſuck the purſes of 
others as greedy as themlelyes, or elſe do willing] 
ſuffer themlelyes to be deluded , and circumyented by theſe 
broilers and ſmoak.fellers, and fo bring an injuft infamy up- 
on this ſo profitable and laudable an att. And though in 
former times it was had in honour by Triſmegiſt, Geber , 
Raymund Lully, eArnoldins de villa nov, Roger Bacon , 
and many others, yet was it for many ages in a manner buri- 
cd in oblivion, or. baniſhed to the Monaltick cells, antil 
Baſilins Valentinns ,, Tſaac Hollandms , and Paracelſus 
that fingular ornament of Germany , did revive and reſtore 
che ſame, andfince more cleerly manifefted by him, who is 
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jutly filed Philoſopher per ignem, and minny other fanious 
men. Ld of LOG are now ſo openly known , ef- 
ſpec! common ar r'partof 1*(th 
none are hid in the br thoſe bel wo called 
depts) and ſo much wricten by the elaborate 
learned and induſtrious men thereia, chat it would be needlets 
co relate its tranſcendent uſes, andexcellenciess it being in 
a word that Art that'doth. help moretruly and radically to 
denudate, anddiſcoyer the fecree principles and operacions of 
. oature, thanany other in the-world, and I daretruly and 
- boldly ſay, that one years exerciſe therein to inge- 
nious ſpirits, uoder able Mafters, will produce more real and 
true fruic , than the (tudying eAriffote/ian Philoſophy hath 
brought forth in many centuries. O that the Schools chere- 
fore would leave their-idle, and fruitleſs ſpeculations, and 
not be too proud to put their hands to the coals and furnace , 
wherethey might flad ocular experimetits to confure their 
fopperies, and produce effes that wou!'d be beneficial to all 


primum ergo dige(tiones q diftillationes , ſublimationes , 
reverberationes , extrattiones, ſolutiones, coagulationes , 
fermentationes, fixationes, & omne quod ad opus hoc ins 
ſtr umentum requiritur, cognoſcendum eſt uſu, prout vis 
tray cururbite, circulatoria, gallinarum ova, terrea 
vaſa, balnea, furni vemtales, reverberatori: fimileſg, , 
nec non carbones atque tenacula ; ficin Alchmia medici- 
naqut proficere poteris; Neither deſpiſe this counſel becauſe 
the author is no friend to AriFotle , nor be aſhamed to 
calt off thy fine clothes to work ina laboratory, tor without 
this thou mayeſt wax old in ignorance, and dy with guile , 
becauſe thou haft ſerved thy generations with no better Ruff 


] 


than Ariſtotles drearnes, and Scholaftich fables, Nam 


the grand 


$ of tniany 


polterities.I will one'y mind them of this onerule. Diſcende 541% phat” 


Helm li.Phyf. 


utat naturale ingemun, & acumen judicit, Philoſophas ig. © G4 
habeat, nunquz7s tamen ad rerum naturalium radicem , ignt; 


aut r:dicalem ſciemiam adwittitur, fine igne. For how- 


ſoever a Philoſopher may h<v+ a natural wit, and acutexc[s 
of Jndgement pnotwithſkandin! he 35 never admitted to the 
roots or radical Sciens: of natural things, without the fire. 
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3: Anotherthing of no leſs weightthan the formerl (hall 
denote unto them, which is that part of natural Philoſophy, 
chat conceras medicine ,, which of all other is moſt neceſſa- 
ry, and vchooful for conſerving and reftoring 'the health'of 
man ; and yet is no lels impertect, anddefeft:ve than any of 

For fi;ſt it 1s turned into a way of meer formality, fattery, 
cunning crafc and coyetoulneſs, nothing being  ſo- much 
ſought atcer by its profeſſors as popular applaule,' repute, 
and clicem with rich and mighty meny that thereby the larger: 
fees may be drawn from them, while in the mean time, the 

or are neglected and deſpiſed. Isthis the office of a Phy- 
Lian? is only riches got by hook or crook, whether the 
Patient ceceive benefic or none, live or dy, the ſole end of 
cheir profeſſion ? and muſt thefe things have the countenance 
o Law, and confirmation by Charters > mult theſe things 
be applauded and cryed up, while the fincere and fairhſul en - 
deayors of imple and honeſt=meaning men, are diſdained and 
trampled upon ? Butthe world hath alwaies | >yed deceiyers, 
and therefore muſt be deceived... 

Secondly , the rule being mcſt ſure, that bs deſinit Phie 
loſophus, incipie medicas, itmuſt of neceſſity follow, thac 
if Philoſophy be falle, uncertain, and ill bottomed of ir 
ſelf , then the medicinal knowledge that is built thereon. and 
drawn from cheace, mult needs be taulty and ruincus.. Now 
how falfe che Ar:ſforeliav Philoſophy is in ictfelfis in part 
made cleer, acd more is to befaid of it hereafter, and cher» 
fore truth and experience will declare the imperfe&ion of 
that medicinal knowledge that ſtands upon no better a, baſis. 
For Galen their great Coryphers and Anteſignanus hath 
laid dowa no other orinciples to build medicinal £kill upony 
than the dotrine of AriFfotl:, as that all bodies mixt are 
compounded cf the tour Elements, and that the total pa- 
rity or diſparity , temperament , complexion , and conſtizu- 
tion of all bodies do atiſe from the equal or unequal conflux 
and commix:ure of theſe four : and that from theſe do refulr 
four prime qualities, and four humours, and that the a+ 
bounding , defect , 'rrepugnancy , or alteration of hele _ 

the 
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the cauſes of all diſeaſes, CMrrium ſancy quantum in bi; 
rixathm , et ſcriptum fit: ac miſerandum , quantum bec 
laxa nugarum ſomria , munaum Latteuns circumvent 
rint, 1ruly it 15.4 wonder how mach hath been diſpmied 
and written intheſe things : and it is to be commiſerated, 
how much theſe looſe dreams of trifles, have hitherto cip= 
cumvented the world. 

For this ſame author makes ir good by undeniable argu- 
ments and experiments , thatthere are nor four Elements,nor 
bumouts , in rerum narmra, and: hath faid enough, ſuffi. 
_ ciently to confute and overthrow the whole Fabrick of che 
Galenical learning , which here I forbear to inſert, And 
thereſore it is very (trange that che Schools, nay in a manner 
the whole world , (hould be inchanted and infatuated 
to admire, and own this ignorant Paga,, who bein 
ambicious of erefing his own fame , did traduce, th, 
darken the writings of thoſe that preceded him, and preten- 
ding to interpret and open the dockeine of learned Hippocra- 
tes, healtogerher oblcured and peryerted the fame - And 
yer can the Schoolsbe ſo wilfully mad to adore this Idol, and 
follow this blind guide. | 

Thirdly , if the ground of Galenical Phyfick had been 
ſound and firm, a, that it were the true and certain way 
both to find out the cauſes, and to cure diſeaſes, yet nor= 
withſtanding bath ic been but looſly proſecuted, and ſmally 
promoted , ſeeing for the ſpace of lo many hundred years , 
there is not by the Schools found out any more certain, ſafe , 
or eafie way to Cure diſeaſes than was in the daies of Hippo» 
crates, and Galen: It is very ſtrange that it ſhculd- grow up 
and flouriſh with them, and never fince come co any more 
perfeRion » When 1t is uſually obſerved that nothing is vs»/ 
& /emel invented and peifefed. Por it is plain that in Bo- 
tanical knowledge nothing of value us found out or diſcover - 
ed fince the daies of D#ofcoridesy forthough ſome plants be 
now found out that were not then known, and ſpecies 
of others alſo, and their cuts and figures more ed, as 
befide much confulcdly heaped up concerning their qualities 
of heat and cold , drineſs IRS) yet is nothing _ 


£ 
_— R 
. p ADE | _ = "—_— - 
« + th. +4 _ 1 $ $ 
< ; a4; "a { 
. 
+ 

- & i 
La o 

« 

: 
: 
- 
- 


Jo. Bapt. Van 
Hel«li. Eleme 


——_— 


\ «4 
rarey 
IDES «7. 


bm 44:5 nr ears Mr » 


of 3-4 +8 9 - ar 
= , Ea 4). _— + + Ne 69. Jn - Ts 5 7 
= a He mts 4 £ —_— * : c " - = CI ”y Ys hr " 
a— » 
of us % w p 
oa - - *. uy 
+54 wal ono bp eb ts ood » 4 PS " n Wh 
. 
. 


LY Satin 


_ 


fo DIE. SY 


_ a 


A424, a4 tot At 


4% 
any vp. 1 gar 
mv 


*% % on 
I 0 Ne adee re 
ar nts 


” Rob.deFluR, 


lib.de Anato, 
mia myſtic, 


bat As 3 p SE 
4 L 2-5 FM” S 
. q " %d -2) 
-- JEL Sy #548 
2 Fe Wa 


"EE : X F p 
” - vF SEC + Ad 1 
_ J<=o Cs $27, od +2 
hs. PE 27 NS OR : 
« a 2x hed =. 
. 
[ ? 
- 


he F Xamination. Rn no Tr wm rr ry 
added by teal experience , and diligent obleryation of their 
ſpecifick yerrues, and intrinfick properties, ſo that in regard 
ot the vegetable Kingdom the art of medicine hath got little 
advance, 

Founthly , though m:dicinal knowledge haye received 
ſome melioration eſpecially in the Anatomical part, whereia 
men have labouxed with much acuteneſs, diligence, and 
obleryation , ſo that thispart ſeerns co be growirg , and a- 
rifirg towards the Zenith of perfeRion, eſpecially fince our 
never-tvfficiently honoured Countryman DoGtor FH. vey 
diſcovered that wonderful fecret of the bloods circulaty mv- 
tion - yet for a!l this there comes ſmall adyantage by it 1n 
practice, and application, for the more certain tale and ca - 
he curing of diſeaſes : for though it bring great fſatisfaRion 
to a - covmgh underſtanding , and help to cleer many intri- 
cate doubts , yet doth itlictle co remoye dolor, danger, or 
death, 

And moreover though it be grown toa mighty height of 
exatoeſs, 1n yulgar Anatomy and difle&ion of the dead 
bodies of men , or the liying ones of beaſts, birds, and fi 
ſhes ; yet is it defeRiye as to chat vye and CMyFical Ana- 
romy that diſcoyers the true Schematiſm or lignature of thac 
invibble Archers or ſpiritus mechanicus, that 1s the true 
opifex, and diſpoitor of all the falutary, and morbifick 1 
neaments, both in the ſeminal gurrula, the tender Embrio, 
and the formed Creature, of which Paracelſus, Helmoxt , 
and our learned Countryman Dr.Flsdd, have written moſt 
excellently, 

Fiftly, the mcRexcellent art of Chirargery, though much 
adyanced by the help of Anatomy in allchat belongs to ma- 
nual operation, or the uſe of infttuments; yer in the curing 
of oreat and dangerous ſores, as the Lypyry CancergFiftula, 
Carcinoma, Elephantiaſis, Strumaes, virulent and malign 
Ulcers, andthe like , it is much defeQtive, and can perform 
little, without mineral and Chymical medicaments, Not 
becauſe nature and providence haye ordained no remedies for 
them , but becauſe of the floathfulneſs and joence of 
ee A WEE Mp Fwuee 
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cal medicaments , thinking there is —_—_ of greater virtue, * 

and operation than they ; and ſo become flayes and captives 

to ſome few Authors , whom they think it not lawtul.ro 

relinguiſh, or that natures whole myſteries: were comprized 

ia their paper Monuments, and no ſearch further tro be. 

made: Not knowing that their ſcrutiny ſhould be through 

the whole Theatre of nature , and that their only ſtudy and 

labour ought to be to acquire and find our falyes for every 

ſore, and medicines for every malady , and not to be in- 

cbained with the formal preſcriptions of Schools, Halls , 

Colleges, or Maſters, but to leek continually that cheſe 

things might be made known unto them, and nor to imagine 

it is ſufficient to have ſerved an appenticeſhip to irasto a pyracel.lib 4. 

trade, except they arrive at higher attainments, Q##4 Men de cauſe Luis 

dicus ad imaginen des agere ac laborare juſſus eſt, conſtat Gal.Cap's. 

ipſum non nugacibus rebus, [ed ſecretioribus Magie ac (a« 

bale ſtudiis eperam ſuan locare debere: non enim ut Ju- 

riſconſultorum vel Phyſicorum ſcientia, ſic et Medicina bu- 

mants ſpecaulationibus comprehendi poteft, cum ipſa ſupra 

omnes artes admirabilys ac occultaexiſtat. Becauſe the 

Phyſician is commanded to att, and labor according to 

the image of God , it is maniſeft that he ought not toplace 

hs pains in trifling things , but inthe more ſecret /indicgy 

of Magick, and Cabaltflick Science : for not as the know® 

ledge of Lawyers and Natmraliits, ſo alſo can Medicinal 

sþ1ll be comprehended by human ſpeculations, ſeeing it . 1s 

adn irable ard occult above all arts, Therefore what great 

errcr, and how haynous a crime is it to leave the great book 

of the Macracoſm, nay and the writings of others, only 

co adhere to the doftrine of ignorant, wicked, malicious , 

| andbliad Pagans ? I ſhall onely add this, © e Adeague cum ye1 ge prom: 

ohne donum bonum, nedum virturums ſed & cognitio« Author, 

rum , deſcendat a patre luminum ; quss poterit a Scholss 

Gentilitizs ſcientia medice t:(ſtrom ediſcere? Dominus 

enim creavit megicum , . now Schole, Therefore ſeeing 

every good gift , #10: onely of vertues ," but alſo of Sciences, 

doth deſcend from the Father of lights; who can perfetts 

ly learn the ſum of Medicinal knowledge from the heatheniſh 
© Schools? 
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Schools, 

4+ There remaineth diverſe excellent diſcoveries of many 
myſterious things 1n nature that do properly belong ro Phy- 
fi&& y Which yet the Schools take ſmall or no notice of, and 
as little. pains in, either to know, teach, or improve them z and 
ſo are a witneſs againſt them of their ſluggiſhnels, and de- 
ficieNcy of their too-much-magnified Periparerick Philoſe= 

by. 

: " fult,chey paſs over with a dry foot that laudablegexcel - 
lent, and profitable ſcience of Phyogmomy , which hath 
oraveſt and wileſt Sages 


Aug.SC-ca.1- 1 .* have been in many generations : which is that Science 


Ariſt. lib; de 


which from and. by certain external ſigns, fgnatures, and 
lineaments, doth explicare the internal nature and quality of 
natural bodies either generally or ſpecifically, And this ſo 
neceſſary a knowledge both in the genus and ſpecies of it is 
alcogether omitted by the School ; they underſtand and teach 
nothing of Czleſtial fignatures, which are in ſome meaſure 
made known by the quantity , light, eolour, motion, and 
other affeRions of thoſe bodies ; Frey reach nothing of Syb- 
celeftial Phyſiognomy , whether Elementary , Jeteorolo- 
W&ica!, or Mineralogical, bur are utterly ignorant in all theſe, 
as alſo in Botanical, and Anthropological Phyſiognomy , 
contenting themſelyes with a few frivilous, falſe and formal 
definitions, and notions, and ſo neyer ſeek to penetrate into 
the more interiour nature of things, by which it comes to 
paſs that they know little in the yegerable, and animal king- 
domes, and leaft of all in the ſubterranean, or mineral; and 
but that Paracelſuzs, Crollins, Quercetan, Baptifta Porta, 
and ſome others had taken pains in it, there had no foot» 
.of it almoſt been vifible. And my Lord Bacon doth 


Som. et vig- reckon allo as defeRiye the interpretation of natural. dreams; 


CaPe3s 


for though e Ariſtotle himſelf hath ſaid fomething of this, yer 
thoſe that pretend meſt to admite and honour him, have taken 
as little pains in this as the reſt, ro improve it to the glory of 
their great Maſter, 

Secomlly they ure 85 ignorant inthe mo} aminble,; 


bes ie 


Schodls > For the Lord hath created the Phyfician, not the 
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and ſoul=raviſhing knowledge of che three great Hypofatical 

principles of ow S — ulphur, hc firſt 
mentioned by Bafilins Valentinus , and afterwards clearly 
and evidently manifelied by that miracle of induſtry and 
pains Theophraſt us Par acelſu4, Which howeyerche Schools Begin. Tr. 
( as, hating any liquor that is not drawn out of their own <"7-<-2+ 
Cask, and delpiſing all things that come bytoyl and labor ) 

may {eight and contemn it.,-and pleaſe themſelves wi:h 

their ayery Chimera of an abſtraſted and icarce intelligible 
materiaprima, ot Hyle , which is neither plane ens, wec -- ig Trib, 
10# exs,a8d think to make fools belieye their Maſters deſcri- *'"** 

prion of itthat it is yeque quantumy?eque qualegegue quids 

zeque qnicquid corum que cernuntar, and fo the D-lphick 

devil cannot expound it, nor Sphiyx nor O-dipxs be able 

to unriddle it ; Is notwithſRandioe to cleer, certain, and A- 

podiftical a truth , that all the Academies in the Univerſe 

wlll never be able toexadicate, and whoſe verity is made 

ſo evident by Pyrotechny , that he mult needs diſtruſt his 

own ſenſes that will not creditit ; but what ayails it ro fog 

to a deaf man ? And though He/moyt with the experiments 

of his Gehennal fixe, and lome other ſolid arguments labour 

the labefaRtation of this truth, yet doth he not prove that 

they are not HypoFtatrcal principles, but onely that they are 

not the ultimate reduCtion that the poſlibility of art can pro- 

duce , . which he truly proves to be water ; yet are the moſt 

compound bodies in the uniyerſe to be reduced into them , 

and by that introverſion is the ſecrets of nature more laid open 

than by all the Peripaterith Philoſophy in the world, and if 

this be not ſoylet experience ſpzak, 

Thirdly, what ſhall I ſay of that wonderful and moſt _ 
beneficial diſcovery of the CA{agnerical Philoſophy , by out Gilb. de mags 
wotthy, learned, and induſtrious Countreyman DoRor Gi/- 
bert 7 what rate and unheard-of myſteries doth it diſcloſe ? 
what light, and advantage doth it bring to'Nactural 
Philoſophy, and the Mathematichs What hel to Navi- 
gation, and almoſt all other arts, and trades ? How vaſtly 
1s it improved, inlarged, and adorned by thoſe great wit#, 
and unweatied perſons, ſuch as Ridley, Carpenter, Res 

An 
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Rercher, 


Area ning, thanaſius Kercherus ? Can the Schools fay, or make ir 


Kepler Epit. 
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Cabeur, and the grand gatherer of all kind of leaming 4 


good , thatin the ſpace of fifteen hundred” years they ever in- 
vented any fuch like thing ? nay it were well if they had no: 
been, and (4i1] were the oppoſers, contemnetrs, and condeme 
ners of all new diſcoveries, how tranſcendent, uteful, or pro- 
firable ſoeyer they were, 

Fourthly, what ſhall 1 fay of the «Aromicalleaming 
revived by thatnoble, and indefatigable perſon Renaris des 
Cartes, and fince illuſtrated and improved by Mrgnenns + 


rg — Rrgins, White , Dighy, Phocyllides, Holwaraa , and 


divers others? Hath the Schools any thing of like firmneſs , 
do they demonſtrate after Euc/ides moſt certain ar.d undenia- 
ble wayzas Democritus reviviſcens doth? no ſurelyall theirs 
is but like drofs and chaff in compariſon of chis, What ſhall a 
I fay of that notable conceit of the moſt happy genizs theſe 
latter ages haye had , John Kepler, of che Continued Emil- ; 
fion of raies from the body of the Sun , that cauſeth all the C 
reſt of the Planets ro moye ? Deſerves this no turcher inyelti- t 
extion? What ſhall I ſay of the Epicurean Philoſophy, p 
brovehr to light, illufirated and compleated bythe labour of | p 
that general Scholar Perras Gaſſendus ? Surely if it be rightly 0 
examined, it will prove a moreperfe&, and ſound piece, þ 
than any the Schools ever had, or followed. ( 
4. The Philoſ*phy of Ariſtotle maintained by the Schools © g 
ought, not to be priſed fo'. much above others, becauſe I 2: 
in it there are many things ſuperflucus, 7anro/ogical, frivo- | 74 
lous, and needleſs, as we ſhall in a few inflances make cleerly W 
ev:dent, O 
For firſt, omitting many ſaperabundant reiterarions, and I by 

repecitions in his Organichs and Animaitichs, | (hall only 
couch ſome few contained in his Phyſicks 2: as1n that much I at 
celebrated definition wherein nature is ſaid ro bePrincipinm, | pa 
T 


Ariſt, lib. 2. + cauſa motus, & quietts ejus, in quo ineſt primogcy per ſes 
Phy CiP- TI: > 2091 ſecundum acctdens, 1, This __ cauſa ſeems to 
1 


be pur ſupeifluouſly ; ſeeirg every caule is a principle. 2, 
That of qurerzs; ſeeing the faculty of Contraries are the 
ſame, for chat which is the faculty of ſpeaking, and bolding 

| | Ones 
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alſo art is the principle of the motion of the artificerjia whom 
itis, 4. Thatprimo, 5, Andthat per ſe; forallo art is 
the caule of artificial motion, primarily, and by it ſelt , qua- 
renws astaras ic isof rhisſoit, 6, Tharparucle, & nn 
ſecandun accidens , is needle, for wherefore was that 
receſſary ſeeing before he had put per ſe? - I ſhall onuc the 
reſt of hus nauſeous Taxtologies in the 3, 5, and 7. chapters 
cf the forcited book, andin the moſt of the books of Phy/icks 
following, as obvious to eyery one that will cake pains to cx- 
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ones peace, is the ſame, 3. That ejus, in quo eff, ſeeing | 


 amineand conſider them, 
Secondly , in his book de C'#lo he reiterates this, . Sim- 


plicis corporss ſimplex eft motws, & ſimplex eſt matrs 4,q. 1 1 4. 
ſpmplicys corpores, as though theſe two were much different : C oe), er Mun. 
and there twice or thrice is repeated che probationgthat Circus cap. 2: 


l.r motion doth agree co ſome body according to nature. 
_ The like to which may be ſeen in the 59 6, 7, 8,9, and 1 2. 

chapters of the ſame book, and in all the books {ollowing of 
the ſame fubjet, I ſhall onely name one other, and ſo 
paſs this pointy i» {ib.1, De orts, et interitz, cap. 6. Hz 
propounds the queſtion of the Elements, whether they be, 
or they be nor? and whether they be ſemputernal, or not ? 
As, though an! Sms not been agitated in his third book de 
{zlv, and at laſt brings in that yain repetition, eff sgitur t ax- 
gens ut plurimum idy quod tangit tangens : apparet tan- 
fens Fangere quod tangity neceſſe videtwur eſſe quod tang ur 
rangere w&c, O how egregiouſly is this diſputed of him 
who muſtneeds be accounted the Prince of Philoſophers | 
O how excellent needs muſt thoſe diſciples be that are taught 
by ſo worthy a Maſter ! 

5, This Philoſophy ought not ſo much ro be magnified 

above other, becauſe in it are yery many things that are ap- 

rently, and abſalutely falſe, ro make whichappear, 
I ſhall 'onely name two or three manifeſt particulars. 


Firſt he affirms that noching is contrary to ſubſtance, which ,,;Q 6, x. 
he again aſſerts in his Logicky and repeatselſewhere which phy, cap, 6, 


tome ſeems abſolutely falſe : for certainly the ſubſtance'of 
the fice is contraryto the ſubſiance of the water, But thou 
OO OP or LOIOS OS mile 
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trariety is lo ly in the 


and do ariſe out of thera, and accept their eſe from them : 

and therefore doth not this allo argue contrariery in them ? 
For let che ſubſtance be | of the ſame nature on both ſides , 
from whence is it that theſe qualiries do ariſe rather than 0. 
thers which are contrary unto them ? And againin the fame 
chanter it is falfe that he teacheth chat contraries can- 
not ſuffer of themſelyes: \For do nor cold things five with 
hot, and moiſt things with dry 2 And do not theſe qualities 
mutually beat back, and expel one another. 

Secondly, it is falſe which he affirms //6, 2. Phyſ.cap. 7. 
That the formal, final; and efficient cauſes are coincident, ro 
wit in reſpe& of the ſame effeR - for how can the father be 
the ſame with the eſſential form of the Son » And ir is alſo 
falſe which hedefends in the eighth chapter, That art doth 
not deliberatez otherwiſe artitis do all things raſhly, - Bur 
although the Maſon donot deliberace , whether he ought to 
prepare a foundation rather than an houſe, Therefore doth 
he not confulr, whether he (hall build it now rather than at 
another time ? or whether of this matter, rather than of 0. 
ther?| or whether 1n this manner, rather than in ano- 
thec ? 

Thirdly, how falſe is that which he laizs down in the 6, 
and 7, chapters of the third book of Phy/icks, that nonum- 
ber can be given, than whicha greater may not be exco- 
oitared - bur that a magnitude may be giv2n , tawit the 
world, than which no gieater can beexcogitated z I pray 
you why may it not be lawful and pofhble to conceive 
magni-ude greater than this world ? nay ten thoulaga tunes 
greater, wherein lies the impoſlibilitie z He alſo defines there 
infinitum to bethat beyond which ſomething alwaies may 
be taken ; bur how is that poſſible to be infinite that hath 
met, Gam ſe ? or that it can be madeinfinite by fome- 
thing without it ſelf > Theſeare brave fancies , and fine 
dicams. | 

Fourthly, in the 8. book, beſides innumerable falfiryes 
char may be obſerved in the 5,6,7, 8, and 9g. chapters, that 
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iog theſe qualities are eyery one proper to their ſubflances, 
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73 a molt ſignal jal one whichia the fiſt chapter he labours to 
build up, of the eternity of motion: char he may 
make out the ingeniture, andeteraity of the Let us 
therefore ſee with what reaſons he can eyince, and perſwade 
it. 2: Is this, Motion is the at of a movable thing : 
Therefore that whieh- is moyable bath preceded Motion, 


ou doth hEnot wound himſelf with hisown weapon, = 


: gy > rene | | | 
and ftrangle himſelf by his ewn conſequence For it any 
ching hath preceded Motion : Theretore motioa isnot erer - 
nal. 2, He argues, Thething moving, and te thing mo- 
yed are cither made, or are eternal; Bur neither can be ſaid 
to beſo; Bur wherefore cannot the one or both be eternal, 
and nevertheleſs without motion e He adds, becaule this is 
ablurd. An egregious inftancecruly, and indeed Philoſo- 
pbical! for where appears this ablurdir} ? He further urges: 
If the thing moyable had preceded motion, theg- it had 
refted : and fo another motion had been neceſſary before, 
of which chat reſt had been a privation. Verily as though 
he who is born blind, to have ſeen in the —_ 
chat blindleſs might be accounted the priyatioa thereof, 3. 
He proceeds,Power ought to be neer to the At, As though 
{tones that haye lain hid from the framing of the world under 
the earth, had not as well power to be framed into an houſe 
which is made today, as they have a few daies before they 
om __ . 4. He ſaith, Time iserernal, therefore Mo- 
tion alſo ; Fe confirms the eAntecedent, x. Becauſe all 
Philoſophers, except Plato, do affirm it, Asthough the 
matter were pleaded in the Court, where yoices are numbred? 
yet ſome haye accounted Plato's judgement more than a thou= 
land ; bur this were to try things by authority nor by truth, 
2, Becauſe time is not ſine »»xc 2 but every nwnc is the be. 
ginning of 'the ſequent , and the end of the precedeneeime. 
As though there could not be a »»xc firſt, and laſt, if either 
the motion of heayen bath begun, or alſo if we believe that 
motion is no; meaſured by time , which were not hard to 
* - $. I ſhaltonely inftancein one place more, and that is 
Eb. ae Colo CAP 3, CAPs 45 wits 26 aſſumes, and endea- 
l ; yours 
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' and is not this to have ſomerhingcontrary unto it ? ray may 
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—_ to proves that irci lary _ . ) 6 " 1,0! QQl, 
uo it; whar if of two wheels or otbs, the one were. move 
towards the Orient. and the other towards the Occident, 
werethey not to be ſaid ro be moved towards contrary parts? 
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not the motion of ſomething ina fraight line , be coatrary 
to motion that is ne » feciog all motion is confidered. 
in relation unto the cerm , or point from whence, and unto 
which it moves? and how this cannot be poſſible, ro me 
ſcems neither probable ner le. And though I haye bur 
caken theſe few things to inſtance in , yet were 1: no hard mat- 
ter (but that it belongs not to my prefent purpoſe ) to eyert 
the whole ground and fabrick of his Phi/oſophy,and that with 
arguments una n{werable. and infallible, bur theſe are ſufhci- 


; ent for this place and purpole. Wo 


6. eAriſtotle*s ipſe dixit z orthe School's fic babet A- 
ri/totelesg ought no longer to pals for oracles, nor his tenents 
for truths before others: becauſe innumecable things in- his 
Philoſophy do contradict, and are diametrically contrary x 
and that I may make ou: what I lay ; I ſhall call in & 
witneſs his own words, andinſtancein ſome few particular 
places , that it may be manifeſt how 1nconſtant and waye- 
ring he was in his own opinions. 

Firſt, in his book of {ategories there is plain contradici- 
on, ſeeing he makes ten 4 and norwithRanding elſewhere 
lometimes three , ſometimes (ix, ſometimes eight. He faith 
the furſt ſubſtance is rather fubltance than the ſecond,and nor 
long. after be affirmech- that the property of ſubſtance is, co 
receiye more aad leſs. He makesTime a ſpecics of Continued 
quantity: and notwi thitanding in the 4 book of Phyſrks , 
he will have-icto be Number , which is Diſcrete-quanrity. 
He allo indeayours in . the x. 609% Priorum.o And'yticorum.,y 
ro demonſtrate thedefigition of the figures, and in the.2 af- 
ter teacheth thar definition cannot be demonſtrated... In the 
I book Pofteriorum he will have us in Demonſtration - to 
proceed fromrhings more known tous: and for all that he 
defines demonſtration to be that which proceeds fromCaulſes, 
but cauſes are more unknown to-us than cflefts;. and in the 
| lame 
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ſame books he hach many ſuch like , which for brevity 1 


|| Secondly, in-bis firſt book of Phyſioks he impu | 
\mmovable principh ar arr ys. ; 4 and 
after in the 8.book'he h that chere is one immovable 
principle of motion, He teacheth in the fifth chapter , char 
Coatraries ate not made, by courſe, of themſelves, and noc 
long after he holdeth, that whatſoever is generated, is gene- 
rated of its contrary, and that what:oever.is corrupted goes 
Into irs contrary, Tn the ſecond book, and ſeyenth chapter, 
he diſputerh againſt Empedocles afficming that the works of 
nature are made by chance ; And yet confeſſesthac Monſters 
are the mifles and lapſes of naturez Ardin the feyenth book 
of Metaphyſichs the ſeventh chaptery he holdeth+that-rhoſe 
things that do grow withou: ſeed are made caſually, frem 
whence allo in the 3 de Anima the 1 2, chapterg he faith, 
Que natura ſunty propter aliquid ſunt, aut caſus eornm y 
que ſunt propter aliquid, And many other of the like forr, 
trom which I purpoſely ſuperſede, theſe being ſufficientto 
make goodthe aflertion. 

Thurd'y, one more may be joined to theſe outof his book 
de Celothe 2 chapter , where he faith , that every natural 
body is meyable : And yet for all that in the third chapter, 
and more exprefly in the fourteenth of the ſecond book, he 
contendeth-that the earth doth rett immovable1n the center 
of the _ In the ſeventh chapter in the 'words _ 
cot long before he alcogether ſuppoleth che heaven nor to 
anim3 aq : and aL Hin) he £ ly faith ir is 
animated inthe ſecond book, and {<cond chapter, and al- 
ſo, tbe fuſt de animathe third chapter, and elſewhere, In the 

tecond' book, and lecond chapter, hetholdeth that a 'ſem- 
| piteraal motionis in God 4 He in thecighth of the Phy ſcks 
he maintaineth-the prommm movens to.be immoyable;which 
1s God + Inthe eight he ſaich the heayenis not an Organical 
ce and notwithſtanding (as it isalready feen ) he bach 


de.it to be indudd-with a Soul > Borcheſoul, as he dee 
es ir, is theaQofan organicatbody'-| asalfoin the rwelf 
he ſaith, | Aftionens uſtrorum tales (ſoy' qualy oft plane 
tarumy+ animalium. 3% 1Y--4 But 
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But of theſe things enough; byall which (1 conceive 
it is cleerly manifeſt that the Peripatetick Philoſophy ought 
not to be preferred before all ocher , na rather to be utter] 
exterminated ,and ſome better intr in the place thevok X 
and chat is the thing was attempted to be proved. 


Cali 


Of Metaphyſucks » Ethicks, Politicks, O:co- 
nomicks , Poefue, and Oratory. 


Hough there be ſomething in the moſt of theſe, that 
might tollerably paſs, yerare many things in them fo 
uſeleſs, talfe, uncertain, OR, wicked and deſeQive, 
that they ſtand in need of reformation , melioration, or era- 
dication , as we ſhall ſhew of every one of them in their or- 
der, | 
1. For the Metaphyſicks, which they call their Phrloſo- 
phia prima , and do uſually define it ro be Sciemtiaentss , 
quatenus ens eſt , the abuſe and vanity of it appears in this : 
That it being nothing elſe bur an abſira& conſideration of 
things by way of preſciſion, or cutting cff from all other co- 
comirant cogitarions , and ſo-to weigh and examine the 
things nudely and barely under the reſpe& of their being , 
all other notions there about being ſeparate from it, doth 
bring no better inſtruments , nor effeQive means for the diſ- 
covery of truth, than the weak and bare operation ofthe In- 
rellect,or indeed of Phantafie, or the Emaginartive faculey,and 
therefore no maryail that it hath ſpider-like weaved forth 
ſo many flie and cuaping Cobweb-contextures of flender 
conceits, and curious niceries, fit for nothing but to inſaare 
and intangle : and hath been ſo luxuriouſly perulanc/ in the } 
tziferous produRtion of ſo many monſtrous, fruitleſs, 'and 
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vain Chimzras, For they the ſoul tobe rabula r4- ; 
ſa, in which nothing is inſculpt, and chat Science comes b 
no; by reminiſcence , or reſw/ciration , but meerly acquili- 
tively de »ovo , and that there is nothing in the IncelleR char 
hath not firit ſome way or ocher.been in the Scaſes, thea muſt 
it needs follow that che operations of the Intellect are bur 
weak means to-produce Screntifical certitude , and fo Me- 
taphyſical learning but barcen and fruitleſs, 

2. Ic hath neither laid down , nor aſſumed any certain 
priacip:es, that are necefſury or helpful to promote Sci- 
ence; for whereas it obtends this for a maxim, That not 
any thing can be', and not beat the ſame inſtant of time, 
what fruirtul produdts was there eyer yer drawn from this un. 
profitable fundamental ? neither eyer hath it proceeded fo 
tar as to find a {ure, and ultimatereſtin place, which not- 
withſtanding the learned Rewat es des C 6 hath happily : p 
performed, having gone back to the yery baſis of all, which (© -axpg Jo 
1s,that there 18 mens cogitans, which can no way feign, or ex- me. hod. 
cogirate it ſelf notto be, which is a more cexcain and unde- 
niable principle than ever the Schools inyented, or built up- 
on. 

3. Itisof noule ror adyantage to other Sciences, nor 
evet hath bought any good or profir unto the ſors of men , 
but onely ſeduced them into (trange labyrinths of notional 
Chymzras , and ſpeculations, like idle and vain dreams, 

filling and feeding the fanke, bur yieldingnothing of Coli. 
dityto inrichthe Intelle&t, nor any thing of uſe or profir 
to accomodate mankind ; except that may be accounted an 
adyantage y to obſcure the truth, and lead the pbancafies 
of men into the crooked Meanders of conceir » and nutation, 

- and fo with the affiſtance of ics Twia Logickh ( both fifters 
of the fame mother Nox ) bring men to imagine and argue 
much, but in truth and verity to know little, 

4. If it had been able ( as it proudlypretends) to bave 
taught any thing truly and certainly of thoſe things that are 
Metaphyſical, or ſupernatural, thac either are not corpoteal 
or materiate, or elſe much tranſcend the nature of Phy/ical 

< . bodies both Czleſtial and Elementary, then might ic Py 
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be received, and baye irs due camme 
what weak, frivolous and groundlels opinions bath it pro- 
duced conceraing God , Angells, ſeparate ſubltances, and 
veful. de An. the ike? not ſeeing fo much in thele things as the Erhmtcks , 
Scient- lib. 3 who, in the fable of the Golden Chain, did affirm, that nei- 
CaP. 2+ ther men, nor the Gods could draw Jupiter from heayen to 
the earthy bur that J#psrer could ealily draw men from che 
earth to heaven. Quare fruſtra ſudaverit, qui Caleſtia 
religionis arcana, nmoitre rationi adaptare conabitur, 
Therefore he in vainſ{weats, who indeyours to fit the hea- 
venly mylteries of religion to our reaſon. 
41 5. Wha: thall I fay of thoſe ſtrange, vain, and poiſoneus 
x 1-2] Ceckatrice egos that it hath hatched, full of nothing bur 
nel. ec Per, uſclels queſtions and altercations, to as liccle purpoſe as the 
Gaſlend. con- diſputes de Lana caprina, or Moonſhine in the Water ? 
ma Ariſt, What ſhall I ay of ity is ir not altogether defeRiye of al 
ſolid , and frut:-bearing knowledge ? doth it not ſuperflu- 
otſly abound with yanicies and folltes ? was ever any made 
either wiſe or happy byir? and yetthisis the Schools prime 
Philoſophy or Metaphyſical learning , which is nothing but 
Aug. Alltem- yain opination, void of Scrent:fical demonſtration, and cleer 
at " verity. Fateamar, rerum divinirm pauciſſimarnm de- 
"= monitrationes habemus, omnia jere opinionibus definemtes, 
we muZF confe]s, we have the demonitrations of ver ') few 
divine things, dr fining all things by opinions. 

In the nex: place comes the Erhicks to be conſidered of , 
which how fruicets and vain they ate mayappear 1n a few 
reaſons, ; 

For x. howcan he be ſuppoſed to be the fitteſt teacher 
of that art, who was himſelt an heathen, and neither knew 
nor acknowledged God , who indeed 1s the ſwnmman bo- 
zum, and fo placed felicity in fading, and momentar 
things, asriches, and bonour: or at the-beſt made but Ver- 
ruethe chizt good, which cannot howeyer be happineſs ir 
ſelf, butarthe moſt but the way and means to attain ir?And 
ic mult neceſſarily follow that, he that underfiands not the 
real, and true end , cannot teach theindubirace means- that 
leads to that end, and therefore mult needs be a blind guide, 

# eſpecially 
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eſpecially to Chriſtians, as Zan berens Danes bath fuffiv 

ciencly manifeſted; and yer the Schools muft- needs follow, 29 og 
and 'che —_Serw of x blind Pagan, before the71.:if lib. 
bright-ſhining Sun of che is, and Apdoſiles, | 

"Is ae Schools ee CR much of the Chief 
o0od, of vertues, and of yices, yer haye they eichez taught 
nothing ac all chat is praRticable, whereby vertus might be 
obtained, and vice eſchewed, or felicity enjoyed , or but 
rouched it very ſlenderly , perfunRorily , and uaproficably : 
as though it were ſufficient to teach a Pilor the many dangfrs 
of his voyage in reſpect of rempeſts, Rorms, winds, POE py © 
(ſhelves, rocks, and the like, and to make a large commen= ayg, Scient- 
dation cf the peace, plenty, fruitfulneſs, and happineſs of lib.7.1. 
the place to which his journey were incended ; yer leave him 
alccgether ignorantand untaught how to elcape thoſe dan= 
gers, and unfurniſhed with means to arcain to che harbour 
unto Which his navigation is purpoſed, 

3- They haye choſen to themſelves ſuch a way, whereby 
the maſs of Ethical knowledge might be ſer forth as 2 ſplen» 

did and beautiful thing , bearing forch the brightaef; of wit, 

and vigour of eloquence, rather than any truth in the mat- 

ter, or benefit to the readers and hearers, and ſo haye made 

it facilely diſputable , bw difficukly praticable ,: ſeeking” 
themſelves, more than truth, or the benefirc of others ;" as 

Sexeca truly faith, Nocet :Ilis eloquentia, quibrus non re- 

rum facit cupiditatem, ſed (wi: Eloquence rarteth thoſe , 
to whom it cauſeth not the deſire of things, but of them. 
ſelwes : for water is better in an Earthen veſſel, than poilon 

in a golden cup, and he that ſpzaks truly and to proft: orhers 

is to be preferred before him that ſpeaks Rherorically , and 

elegantly to ſmall profir or pucpoſe. 

4. It cannot but be matter of much wonder to all inge- 
nuous mn chat ſhall more ſeriouſly perp?nd, and weigh the 
buſineſs, why" not onely the Moral Philoſophy of Ari- 
ftotle ſhould take place above that which is deduced from 
principles of * Chriſtianity 5 bur alſo why he ſhould have 
thereia the preheminence aboye Socrates, Plato, Zenos 
and many others, who truly taught many divine and Peg 

-b ings 
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ciags forthe eradicating of vice, the platring of yerwe 
and the eftabliſhiog of mental tranquillity, and moral felici.. 
tys which Ariſtorle and all his Settators never Either under. 
Arift. Nich.1. Rood, or had fruition of, What ſhall I ſay of that man of *- 
Lcap.s, ' men the ſevere Sexeca? are not bis writings about yercue , 
cranquillity, and curing the minds diſeaſes, — beyond 
all thoſe needleſs, fruitleſs, vain and impertinent diſcomſes 
of the proud Sragyrite ? Lecall that ever loved vertue and 
Pet. Gafſend. rranquillicy, and have peruſed the one, and che other, ſpeak, 
con Ari ES 1nd declare iheir judgements : nay doth not that one lirtle 
41 Enchiridion of Epiftetus contain mote pretious treaſure,than 
all che great yolumes of Ars/totle ? ler yertue ſpeak, aud truth 
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determine, *” 

Now for the Politica! and Oeconomical learning taught 

by the Schiools our of Ariſtozle, as it hath many things of 
fiogular uſe, and commoditie in it, ſois it not without its 
chaff, and tares, ' deſerving rather purging, and refining, 
than the eſtimation of being compleat and perte& : For as 
there are many things in it frivolous, obſcure, immethodical, 
ſuperfluous , an4 falſe , fo alſo is it yery defeRive, and im- 
perie&; for if we look upon what P/ato hath written de /c- 
gibus, and de Republica, though there may be found ma- 
ny things uzpraRticable, and incompleat, yet compared wich 
the other, it is no way igferiour,- but deſeryes as great , if 
not an higher commendation ; and {o te writings of Body, 
nay Macchiavel and diyers other modern authors may duly 
challenge as much praiſe in this point, as that of Ariotle, 
which the Schools do ſo much adhere co and magnifie, yea 
even our own Countreyman malter Hobbs hath pieces of 
more exquifiteneſs, and profundity 1 n that ſubje&, than 
ever the Gracian wit was able to reach unto, or attains ſo 
that there is no reaſon why he ſhould de fo applauded, and 
univerſally received , while more able pieces are rejeRted, ard 
palt by. ; 

Laltly, for Rheterick, orOratory , Poefie, and the 
like, which ſerve for adornation, and are as it were the 
outward dreſs, and artire of more folid ſciences ; fiiſt they 
taight collerably paſs, if there were not too much affeRation 
towards 
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people uſually do 1a the world, who take more care ofcen 
rime about the goods of fortune, than abour the good of the 
body, and morenice and preciſe ſo.licitoulneſs abont faſhi - 
ons and garbs,than either abourthe body ir ſelf or the goods ,...1 1. ay. 
of the mind , regarding he ſhell more than che kernel, and $ci.1.s c.3. 
the ſhadow more than the Subſtance, And therefore it was 
not without juft cauſe that P/ato (though by ſome cenſured 
for it) did reckon Rhetorich amongſt the yoluptuary arts, 
for we molt commonly uſe it either for che priding and plea- 
fiog of our ſelyes that we may appear eloquent, and learned 
to others, orelſe uſe it cuaningly and ſophiſtically to capti = 
yate, and draw oyer the judgements of others to {crye our ends 
and intereſts : and thereby make falſe things appear true, old 
things new , crooked things fraight , and commodious 
things unprofitable, as «Auguſtine laith, [mperitior mul= 
fit udo, quod ornate dicitur, etiam vere dici arbitratur , 
T he more unſkilful multitude thinketh that what is ſpoken 
elegantly, is alſo ſpoken truly. And therefore Seneca faith, Sen-Epiſt.115- 
Seeſt thou a man neat and compt im his larguage, thea is his 
miad occupicd ia minute things. 
2, Both Eloquence and Poeſie ſeem rather to be num- 
bred amongſt the gifrs of nature, than amoneſt the diſci. 
plines , for chole which excell much in reaſon , and do dif- Aug. Alt. de 
pcſe thoſe things which they excogitate in a molt eaſie me» nobil.inftitur- 
t:od , that they may be cle-rly , and diftinftly underftood, 
are moſt apt to perſwade, although they did uſe the lan» 
ouage of the Geths, and had never learned Rhetorich z and 
choſe that are born roinvent moſt ingenious figments, and Ren.de:Char, 
ro exprels them with the greateſt elegance and ſuavity, are de method. 
to be accounted the beſt Poers , alkhough they are ignorant 
of all the | recepts of the Poetical art ; for naſcitur , non fic 
poeta; and therefore Plato molt truly concludeth, Omnes 
taque carminum poets infignes, nonarte, ſed divino af- 
flatsy mente Ccapti omnia ifFa preclar 4 oemata canunt, 
Therefore all the famous makers of verily, do not ſing all. 
Oo thoſe 
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theſe excellent Poems by art, but by a divine Afflation, being 
carried above themſelves, 


3. Tbough Ariftotle were a great Maſter in Or 4t ory,and 
a very eloquent man , yet in thac point might jultly give the 
palm to his Maſter P/atoy unto whom all the atrributes of 
honour in that particulag ate worthily accumulated, of whom 
it is aid, That if J»piter would Genk in mans language , he 
wouid ſpeak inthatof Plato, 

Thus have I briefly rua over lome of the faults, and de- 
fes of Academicklearning, but am far from baving touch- 
edall, forto have. done that would haye reached beyond 
both my time , and purpoſe, and alſo mine abilities; for 
Benardis non videt omnia: yet if the Lion may be known 
by his paw , and Herewxles by his foot , then I hope there 1s 
enough ſaid to make it cleer, that the Ar:/oreliany, and 
Scholaitich learning, deſerves not the prehemiaence above 
all other , nor thoſe great commendacioas char the oy 
on of times, and ſloathful ignorance of the molt-have aſcri- 
bed unto it, but that a great parc of it doth deſerye eradica - 
tion, ſome of it reformation, and all of ic melioration, and 
{o I proceed, 
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Chap, VIII. 
Of their Cuſtames , and Methode. 


Aving hitherto ſpoken of the ſubjeRive learnnng that 
the Schools handle, |it follows in order to examine their 
cuſtomes and methode , [not that I mean to meddle cither 
with their manners, or |\mainteaance, bur leaye that to the 
judgement of others, leſt it happen to me, as fraſmus 
faid of Lzthey , that it was dangerous to meddle with the 
Popes Crowa , and Monks bellies : but only to note ſome 


things 
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ia the way, and methode of theirteaching, which 
broke to my weak obſeryation, and fo ſhall lay chem 
down as they preſent themſelves to my low apprehenfi- 


ON, 


n 


thi 


1. Thongh in one Academy there be uſually divers Co/- 
leges, or houſes, yet mult all the Scholars in thoſe ſeveral 
places be tyed to one methode, and carzied on in one way, 
nay even bound tothe fame authors, and hardly allowed fo 


much liberty, and difference, as is berween Ariſtor/e, and 
h they in the way of their teaching 


Ramns Logick; Astho 
ohef point of perfeftion , which could 


had arrived at the hi 
no way be improved, or no other as proficable could be 


diſcovered and found out, and ſo are all forced like carriers 
hocles , to follow one another in the accuſtomed path,cthough 
it be neyer ſo uneven or impaſſable, . 

2, Their Scholaſtickexetciles are but ſlenderly , negli- 
cently , and floathfully performed , their publike acts (as 
they call them though but verbal digladiations) being bur 
kept four times in the year, that is in the terms, which if oce 
ſhould tell chem in plain terms, are bur uſually idle rermes - 
as though time of all other things here below , were not to 
be accounted moſt pretious , and that there can beno ſuch 
detriment done unto youth, as toloſe or milpend it. 

3. Their Cuſtome is injurious, and prejudicial to all 
thole 'that defire to make a ſpeedy progreſs in learning, nay 
uncqual , anddiſproportionable in ir ſelf; namely to ty men 
co a {er time of years, or as, befoxe they can receiye cheic 
Lanreaion, or take their degrees - as though all were of 
one capacity or induſtry , or all equally able at their matri- 
culation, and ſo the ſloathful, and painful, the moft capa- 
ble, and moſt blockiſh, ſhould borh in the ſame equal time 
haye an equal honour, which is both diſproportionable and 
unjuſt, For ſome will attain ro more in one year than ſome 
in three, and therefore why ſhould they not be reſpeRted ac- 
cording to their merits and proficiency , and not bound to 
draw in an unequal yoak and what matter were it whe- 
ther a man had been there one moneth or ſeyen years, fo 
he had tie qualification required, and did /ubrre _— 

O 2 an 


and perform the ducies of the place , ſurely ic is knowa that 


gradnus non confert ſcientiam, nec cucnulius facit monae 
C hum, q 
Their cuſtome is no lefs ridiculous, ard vicious, in 
thei hiſtrionical perſonations in theperformance of their ex2r= 
ciſes, beiog full of childiſhnels, and ſcuryility , far from the 
oravity, and ſeyerity of the Pythagorean School where a 
five years filence was enjoined : uhog ſo much lightneſs as 
more befics flage-players chan diligent ſearchers of Science, by 
ſcoffing acd jecring , humming and hiffing, which ſhewes 
them like thoſe animals they 1mirate , nay rather hur.ful 
Geeſe , than labourious Bees , that (& to gather into 
their Hiyes , the ſweet Honey of Lezarniog , and Know- 
ledge. | 
4 What is there in all their exerciſes, but meer notions, 
and quarrelſome diſpu-ations, accultcming themlelyes tro no 
becter helps for ſearching into natures abſtruſe ſecrers than 
the Chymeras of their own brains, and converſe with a few 
paper Idols ? asthough theſe alone were lufficient keyes to 
open the Cabinet of Natures rich e:caſurie, without labour 
and pains, experiments and operations, tryals and obſerya- 
tions : Surely if hethat intends to proye a proficient in the 
knowledge of Agriculture, hould onely give himſelf over 
ro contemplation , and reading the books of fuch as have 
written in that SubjeR, and never put his hand co the plough, 
nor praRtiſe the way of ay» bw ſowing, would he ever be 
a good husbancman, or underſtand thorowly what pertains 
thereunto ? Surely nor, ard no more can they be good Na- 
curalifts chas do- bur onely make a mold and /4ea in their 
heads, and neyer go our by induſtrious ſearches, and obſer- 
vant experiments, to find out the myſteries contained in na- 
eure, | 
6. Their cuftome is noleſ$ worthy of reprehenſion that in 
all their exerciſes they make ule of the Latine tongue, which 
though it may haye cuſtome , and long continuance to plead 
ts juft;ficacion, andthatit is uſed co bring youth to the 
ceady :xerciſe of ity being of general reception almoſt through | 
the whole world : yer it 1s as clecrly ns that cuſtome, | 
| OM Withou 


wichout reaſon and benefit, becomes injurious, and though 
ic make them ready in ſpeaking theLative while they treat of 
ſuch ſubjeAs as are uſuallyhandled in theSchools,yet are they 
leſs apt to ſpeak ir with facility in negotiations of far grea- 
ter importance, Andin the meantime, the way to attain 
knowledge is made more difficult, and the time more tedi- 
ous, and fo we almoſt become [trangers to our own mother 
congue loving and liking forein languages, as we do their 
faſhions, better than our own , ſo that while we improve 
theirs, our own lies altogether uncultivated , which doubt. 
leſs would yield as plentiful an haryeſt as others, if we did 
as much labour to adyance itz Neque hodie fere wlla eſt 


natio, que de idiomatss ſui praftantia nou plorieiur y ant Aug. AIM. de 
And therefore were the Romans fo careful to nobil.inftituc. 


contendat. 
propagate their language in other nations, and to prohibir 


the Greek language or any other to be ſpoken in their pub 
like contentions: And folikewile Pythagoras, Plato, and 
eAriſtotl: did teach in their own mother tongues, and Hip- 
pocrates, Galen, Enclidey and others writ in the vulgar 
Javguage of their own nation, and yet we negleQing our 
OWN, i fooliſhly admire and entercain that of ſtrangers , 
which is no lefle a ridiculous than prejudicial culiome. 
. Another is noleſs faulty and hurtful chan the prece- 
dent, and that is their too much admiring of, and adhering 
to antiquity, or the judgement of men that lived in ages far 
remoyed from us , as though they had known all things, and 
left nothing for the diſcoyery of thoſe that came after in ſub. 
-fequent ages ; It was appelinty ſaid of Sexeca, [re max= 
ima, & muolntiſſima, in qua cum etian multum attum 
erity omnis tamen «tas quod agat imveniet, In the grea- 
teft, and moſt intricate thing, in which when alſo much 
done , notwithtanding every age "2 ap what it may fur- 
ther dozand ſo profoundly cenſures thoſe great men that weac 
before ns, to be as our leaders, burnot our maſters, and fo 
moſt excellencly concludeth, cMulrum reſtat operisgmuts 
twmque reſtabit : nec ullinato poſt mille ſecula preclude- 


tur occaſio aliquid adbuc adjiciendi, Much work doth' 


remain, and much mill remain : neither will the occaſien 


_ be 
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a thouſand ages, ſtill of adding 
nd indeed we ulually attribute knowledge = 
and experience to men of the molt years, and therefote chete |. 
beirg the Jatter ages. of the world ſhould kacw more , for | 
the grandzyity of the world ought to be accounted for anti» | 
quity, and foto beaſctibed to our times , and not to 
the Junior age of the world, whetein thoſe that we call 
the antients, d:d live, fo that amtiquitas ſaculi, juventne | 
mundi, WE 

8. They uſually follow another burtful Cuſtorre not un» 
like to this preceding,wWhich is to0 muCh to bind in themſelyes 
with che univerfalicy of opinions, and multiplicity of voices, 
as though it were not better to ſtand fingle and alone with 
truth, than with errot to have the company of the multitude, 
or as thoughthe multitude could noterr , or that the greater 
number mult neceflarily be in the cruth , when as the wiſe= 
man fſaich che number of fools are infinite , and «Ariforle 
himſelf cells us, that though we ſpeak as the moſt, yer we 
(hould think as the feweſt, and Cicero informs us that Phi. 
loſophy is content with a few judges, and Seweca moſt egre- 
giouſly faith, Nihbil magis preitandum eft, quam ne pe- 
corum ritn ſequammutr amecedentium gregem, pergentes non 
quo enndum eſt, ſedguo ttur: Nothing us more to be per 
formed, than that we may not , according tothe manner of 
cattel, follow the flock, of thoſe that went before , not fol- 
lowing whither it onght to be gone, but whither it us gone, 
And again, NNulld res nos /Majoribus malis implicat, 
quam quod ad rumorem componimur , optima r4'i edy que 
magno aſſen'y recepta ſunt : Nothing doth inſnare 1s with 
greater evils, than tharwe compoſe our ſelyes to rumonrs , 


ſuppoſing thoſe things the beſt, which avereceived with 


- great aſſent, 


9. Conlonant to this is that other of cheir adhering to au- 
thotity, eſpecially of one man, namely Ariſtotle, and ſo do 
jurare in verbi Magiſtri, when according to their own te- 
neats, arguments drawn from authority , are numbred a- 
mongſt the weakeſt , and what could Ariſtotle know more 
than all othergthat his opinions ſhould be received as Gem 
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both might and did arr, as well as other mortals: And may 
not we wy 0p a from him as he from his Maſter Pla 
. toy andthe reſt of the antieat Philoſophers Is it any thing 
but a juſt liberty that we ougheto maintain, and purſue , 
thereby to be admitted inco the Court of Lady Verity ? for 
which all chains ought to be broken , and all ferters fyled 
cff. 

x 02 Neither is their methode, and order in teaching any 
whit leſs vicious than the reft, for whereas Ariſtorle bimſelf 
preſuppoſeth his Auſcultator or Scholar in Phyſicks ro have 
been already trained up in the Marthemerical Sciences 
(which are indeed inftrumencly ſubordinate to natural Phi- 
loſophy as intrcduRive thereunto) the Schools immethodi- 
cally, and prepoſterouſly teach youth Logick, and natural 
Philoſophy , not having art all taſted the yery rudimen:s of 
"” Mathematical knowledge, which how much out of due or- 


der and methode, oy Contrary unto it, I leaye to all judicious 


perſons to judge and conſider, 


—_—_— 
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Cav. IX. 


Of ſome expedtents » or remedies m Theols- 
LE's | Grammar , Logick , and Mathema- 
ticks. 


Know it will be objeQed , that facile e/# reprebendere , 

it is aneafie thing to find fault , but difficult and arduous 
tO repair —_ z and that one foql may mar, and ſpoil 
that in an hour, which many wiſe men cannot make 
right again in many ages: and che moſt ignorant may eaſily 
diſorder, and deface the maſter-piece of the moſt curious by 
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tft, when he isnot able to repair the leaſt part of it, And 
therefore thar it is not ſufficient to demoliſh an antieat, and 
goodly Fabrick , upon pretence that it is either unprofitable 
n the ice, and figure, or that the materials are ruinous, and 
decayed ; unleſs we bring berter in their room , haye laid a 
berrec plattor.n,| and know certainly how to eredt a berter 
Fabrick. Frey | 

To which I anſwer, by a cleer confeſſion, that before we 


' throw down we ſhould know wherewithal, and how to 


build, and that ir is far more eaſie ro demoliſh, than to ere& 
a ſufficient and compleat Structure, and eſpecially for a fingle 
perſon ( and he alſo of the lowelt, and leaſt abilities) which 
5 & ought to be the work of many,nay all perſons and ages : 
for as I verily believe that whac 1 have produced for demon= 
ftratiog the groundleſneſs, ruinouſacls , and ill compoſure 
of the ScholaFtich Fabrick of learaing is not far from che 
truth , ſo alſo am I confident of mine inlufficiency to erect a 
better in the place thereof , yet i» magnis volniſſe ſat eſt, 
I ſhall do mine endeayour , hoping that thoſe that are more 
able will put to their handsto help co ſupply my defects, and 
ſo ſhall offer the bcſt materials and art chat I haye roereR 
a new , ad better building, and inihe fame order that I 
have handled the ſeviral "4 

I, Therefore for Theology which isa ſpeaking of God , 
or a ſpeaking forth the things of God, it is expedient that 
men ſhould lay aſide the ſuffering of themſclyes ro be Ryled 
by that blaſphemous ti.le of Divines , which is ſuch an 
impropriety of language as all their learning will neyer be 


 ableto jullify , it being an attribute that doth onely predi- 


care eſſentially of the being of God, and is indeed incom- 
municable to the Creature , who bath nothing thar is diyine 
or ſpiritual but by participation ; for though the text faith 
that S2/zts are partakers of the divine nature , .yer will it 
not follow that becauſethey are ſaid to be partakers of di- 
vine things that therefore they are divine, becauſe partici *' 
pations do not cruly predicate of thoſe eſſ2nces to which t 

are communicated, but of tha: being from whence the 
flow : for men participate ofthe light and heat of the Sun , 


bur 
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but it cagnot be truly predicaced of mea that eicher chey are * 
the Sun , nor truly and uniyacally that they are of a Solary | 
nature , bur onely that participating of its influences and 
operations, they may be truly ſatd to be hearned, and inlight- 
ned - for though ic be in the £»g/;htranſlated Tobn the Di- 
vine , whereby thoſe that underſtand not the Greek are mil> 
led, and thereby drawn to give that ntle to their Prieſts, 
who blaſphemouſly aſſure ic to themlelyes, yer I hopethere 5 
is much difference betwixt-@s6a9y,05 and Oc ue, one that 
ſpeaks of God or divine'things, and one that 1sdivine, the 
Scot 5 therefore have a more appoſite and watrantable Epr- 
thite, who ſeldcme or neyer call their Miniſters D:vizes but 
Theologaes, and wz have many could cry out agaioft the 
Biſhops for having thetitle of Lord, or Grace given them , 
and yet they themſelves can ſwallow this title of being 
_ » Which is more unſeeraly , unfiry and uawarran- 
table, | | 

2. Another expedient that I ſhall offer in this caſe is, 
That the Scriptures which are as the ſeamleſs Coat of Chriſt 
may not be rent and torn with the carnal ioftruments of 
mans wit andreaſon, nor modell'd , or methodiz'd as an 
humane art or ſcience, but laid afide in Scholaſtich exer- 
ciſes, asa ſacred and ſealed book , leſt they offering lirange Lev. 10. 1,2. 
fire upon Gods altar, periſh as others have done - for in the 
day of mans light the Tabernacle of the Lord will be covered 
with a cloud , and in the night of his darkneſs there will be | 
fice ; therefore letnot men journey until the cloud be taken w__ 49.36, 
up, or the fire appear , otherwiſe they muſt know the Lord 51130. 
doth-not lead them nor go before chem. And indeed, what= 
ſogver the proud and deceitful heart of man may imagine, the 
Scriptures are a ſealed book , for fo the prophet faith , The 
_ af all is become as the words of a hook that us Yagied» 
which men deliver to one that is learned , ſaying, Keaa 
this I pray thee : and he ſaith, I cannotyfor it is ſealed. And 
the book 5: delivered to him that is not learned, ſaying, Read 
this I pray thee 5 and he ſaith, 7 am not learned, What 
can be more plain than chisthat'it is asa ſealed book both to 
the leamed , and unlearned ? I is © that is _ 


Tſa-29.11, 12. 
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Rev.5. 1,2,3, With ſeven ſeals, and no manin beayen » nor earth, nor in 
445+ the Sea, that is found worthy to open this book, and to un» 
. . cloſe the ſeayen ſeals thereof, but oaly the ſirong Lion of the 
Tribe of 1#da, and therefore let Schools not touch it, leſt ic 
| be their deftrution, For unleſs they leave the Lords own 
work to himſelf, and ceaſe to fir in the ſeat of the ſcornful , 
The Lord will laugh them to ſcorn, and wex them in bis 
ſore diſpleaſure , neither will he bleſs them in their labours , 
nor proſper them in their exercifes ; Nay, until all the Magi- 
ftrates, and Elderſhips of che earth that profels his name, 
rake oftcheir Crowns, and lay them at the feer of the Lamb, 
and learn to praRiſe, and pur in execution our Sayiors coun- 
ſel, To give unto Gad the things that are Grds , and to 
Ceſar the things that are (aſars, and not at all to intermed- 
dle with the things of God, miſery and defiruRtion will fol- 
low them to the grave, and of them ſhall be required the 
blood of all the Saints. O therefore that they would 
lal.2- 12. Krſſethe Sonze leſt he be angry, and ſo they periſh from 
the way of everlaiting truth : for when his wrath is kin« 
dicd'but a little, bleſſed are all they that put their tru 
13 him. | | 
3» The laſt expedient T ſhall preſent in this ſubjeRis, 
That what caa | be diſcovered of God, and ſupernatural 
things, by the power: of Reaſon, and the light of Nature, may 
be handled as apari of natural Philoſophy ( unto which ic 
doth belong ) becauſe it is found out by the ſame means and 
ioftrumcnts tbar other natural Sctences are - and what ma 
from thence cleerly be demonſtrated, and deduRted, may be 
holden forth as a means to overthrow Atheiſm Gentiliſm: » 
and the like , but nottotatuminate , or build up any thing 
in religion, nor like a wild bore to enter into 'the Loxds yine- 
yard to root up and deſtroy it. 
In the next place are languages, and Grammar, which 
' is the means or inſtrument by which they are taught, unto 
which I ſhall offer cheſe few helps, 


I, That care may.be had of improving, and adyancing 
our own language, and that arts ix 27596, Aran wm 
n 1c, taat thereby @ mare caſie and ſhore way may 


Plalm 1. 7» 


bad 


m» at T9 


had to the attaining of all ſores of knowledge and that 


thereby after the example of che Romans we may labour to 


ate it amongſt other nacions, that chey may rather be 
is learn ours, than we theirs, which would be of 


'valt advantage to the Commonwealth, in forrein Negotia- 
tions, Trading, Corquelt and Acquiſtions, and alſo of 
much domeftick adyantage within our own tetritories, For 


if we ſhould arrive at any extraordinary height of learning , 
and knowledge, thovgh we ſhould but ſpeak and write in 
our own morher tongue, then would other nations be as 


earneſt in learning it , and ranſlating our books, as for- 
mer ages have been in iabourlng coatrain the language, and 


tranſlace the books of the Grecians, and Romans, and we 
at this day of the French, and Germans, 

2. Thatſcme compendious way for both teaching and 
learning forein languages, may be eſtabliſhed by uſe and ex- 
erciſe , without che tedious way of rule, or Grammar, 
which doubtleſs upon diligent skilful , and exa& eryal , 


would prove more ſhort, eafie, certain, and beneficial , 


as is manifeſt by ordinary people that neyec knew any thing 


of Grammatical order, being kept in farhilies that ſpeak 
another language, and having none to conyerſe with that 
| fpeaks ther own ,, will in a wonderful ſhort timelearn co 
ſpeak , and underſtand i:; for when neceſſity is joined 
' with induſtry, it produceth great and Alupendious effects, 


3. That inthe way of teaching languages the:order pre- 


ſcribed by Comenizs in his annua linguarum may be - apa 


ſed, and means uſed to improye it, that both words and 


| matter, names and things, may be learned togecher,which 
' may be done both with the lame facility, and in the ſame 


ſhorraeſs of time ; - that ſo the tender int:lleAg of young 
children may not onely inbibe the names, but alſo the na- 


' tures and qualities of things, 


4- That inthe methode of teaching Grammar , maſter 
Brinſleys way laid dowa in his Grammar School may be 


put inco praKtice, that childrea may be taught in their mo- 


; 


-| 


ther rongue to know Page the ſeveral pacts of Speech, de» 
2 


clinable 
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clinable , and indeclinable, A Iy to yary the de- 
clinable parts, eſpecially Noun , and Verb, and to con- 
firue and parſe ip their own tougue, that ſo they may be 
ready to make uſe, and to apply it when they learn the £4- 
tine , orany other hangmges without which-they ſhall ne- 


yer haye any ſure foundation, nor proceed_in any way of 


caſe and certainty , nor arrive at any height of perfection , for 
none learns more than what the intelle& clearly compre- 
Fends, and what it knows how to praQiſe, and make ule of. 
5. Ia the G rammatical way of teaching it is a molt 
certain axiom , that what is one part of ſpeech in one lan- 
ouage , is ſo in all, and four parts being indeclineable, ir is 
manifeſt that they are learned by no tules , but only by uſe 
and exerciſe, as the memory can congelt and record them - 
ſo that there remains but other four to be obtained by rule, 
and rwo of them, which is Pronoun and Parrticiple, either are 
but very few, as the Pronoungand ſo ate eafily known wherein 
they agree or differ from the Noun & Verb; or the Participle, 
which hath nothing but what agrees either with the Noun, or 
Verb,or wich both; So that the whole difficulty is in che Noun 
and the V<rb, of both which ſome are regulars, and ſome are 
irregulars, Anomala, defeQtives, or Heteroclyres, Now 
for the irregulars, the beſt , eafieſft, and ſhorteſt way were 
to learn them by uſe and exerciſe, without rule , which for 
the moſt part is done, | and the rules uſually are but ſuperflu. 
ous , andrender the way more perplex and tedious; and 
chis being obſerved, the way of regulars would be facile and 
brief, as being but one rule for all, And this] ſuppoſe 
being obſeryed would reader the way of Grammar-teaching 
of more beyity, facility, and certainty, bur greater experien- 

ces may know better waies., | 4 
Ic may be imagined that I ſhould proffer ſome auxiliary 
means for the promoting of Symbolical, and Cryptographi- 
cal learning, as being a part of Grammar , buc thereig T muſt 
rather acknowledge mine inability, and onely wiſh that fo 
much of it as is diſcovered , and made SY others, might 
be put in praRiice, then would the benefit of it be berter 
derfiood 
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_ | undeifloodbyuſe, thanIcan ate in words, And 
' for the univerſal CharaQter that would require a peculiar 
| Tra, not a curſory touch : and for the language of na- 
| tute, 1 fearic is not acquiſitive but dative, 5 therefore 

| | ſhall not be lo weak in thac particular , topreſcribe a rule, 
| Which none bath power to follow, or ſitxength to per= 
| form, 


| Next in order followeth-Logick,, which being that art or 
' Science that ſhould adminiſter expedients - and helps for the 
* promoting and finding our of all other Sciences , doth not- 
withſtanding fland in need it felf + from whence then 
' ſhould it have it? truly it is hard to determine, for it is 
| ſuch agroundlefle, intricate, and perplex piece , that it ts 
. | very duubtful from whence ir its original, and 
' therefore molt difficule ro know how to find its remedies ; 
| yethall offer my beſt aflitance to its regulation and amend- 
men, - | 
I, Ic isnecefary that its radical ground be found forth 
in nature, and likewiſe irs extent, without which it is 
' not poſlible to lay open its nature and efficacy; for though 
' ir undertake to reaſon and argue of all things, yer bears 
- it forth but litcle light and eyidence of irs own power and 
&rength. And therefore in the firſt place ir 18 requiſite to 
inquire, What reaſon and ratiocination are in their intrin « 
, kick nature, and what they can operate, and effeRt , both. 
ſolely by themſelves , and conjunRively wich the ſenſes, be- 
 cauſeit 1sclear that the work of Reaſon is poſterior to that 
ot Senſe, and doth but compound, diyide, aad compare 
the ſeyeral ſpecies that are received by the ſenſes, and make 
Deduction, and draw Concluſions * Ser them, and this is 
neceſſary that irs diſtin power and efficacy may be 
 *known, Alfo itis expedient to examine- wherein man in 
reaſon exceeds other animants, for though man to maintain 
his unjuſt tyranny over the other fellow creatures ( excuſe 
| thephraſeitis no ranting term , for Job confefeth, 7 have Job 17, 14+ 


ſaid to corruption thou art my father, to the worm thou 
| art 


Y 
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art my mother and my ſiſter) bath aſſumed to himſelf the 
cicle of being Raciopal, and excluding all other living Crea- 
rures from that prerogative, when it is certain thar many o- 
ther Creacures excell man in the acuteneſs of ſome Senſes , 
and it is queſtionable that ſomeexceed him in Reaſon coo , 
though cherein he be to be preferred before the molt , 
ſo that if it be diligently ſearched into, it will be found 
that there is no {pecifical but a gradual difference, 


| 2, Before any great gocd can be effected with Logick , 
'# eſpecially with the Sylog:/tical part it will be yery expedi- 
| ent that its principles be demonſtratiycly clearcd and proved, 
either in ſome other Science from whence they are taken, or 
be briefly and La yy. laid down, and defined, thar 
they may more certainly be afſented ro, and the grounds 
known, as inthe cMathematichs, where a few Dcfiniti- 
ons, Petitions; and Axioms lerve to demonſtrate tle 
whole operations by, with ſuch certitrude , that none fince 
the daies of Exclide have denyed, of rejeed them, that ſo 
by this means the Concluſions in Logrck may ve certain and 
vrofi:a ble. | 


3» That ſome prevalent way migh: be found out, for dif. 
covering and re&ifyirg the deluhcns and fallacies of the 
ſenſes, ard for drawing adequate, and congruous notions 
from things, and giving x7 058 and fignificant denomina- 
vions tonotions, that fothe fountaiag may be made cleer 
at the head, and riſe of it, that all the ſeyeral rivulets, and 
ſtreams that run from thence may be lympid and pure, with- 
out which it will be but as a muddy puddle, whoſe (treams 
calt forth dirt and myre, | 


4+ That the chiefeſt and moſt beneficial part, which is 
Induction, may be improyed, | that it may be ſerviceable 
and helpful for the diſcovering 'of Science, which can - 
not be unleſs ſome carefull, diligent , and exa&t means 
ve brought into praRtice , for the making, trying, and 
ba” obſerying 
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obſerying of all ſorts of experiments, both frugiferous , 
_ and luciferous , that time may nor be yaioly ſpent ir 


needleſſe Altercations , diſpurations, ſpeculations, and no- 
tions, butin reall, and profitable experiments, and ob- 
ſeryations; Thar ſo the eng of Leg:cal labour may nor 
be co bring forth opinion, and errour, bur certainty of Sci- 
ence, and folidir, of truth, 


- The Mathematicks ſhould now come in order, but 
of them 1 need fay little, as to their advance, becauſe 
they contain ſufficient expedients in themſelves for the 
progreſſe of their promotion, and indeed do wanc no+« 
, thing but diligent and faichful proſecution, and pra- 
Qice , that they may arrive at a compleat period, 
And therefore the onely help I ſhall offer in this caſe, 
is, to deſire Fbat this fo noble, and excellent a Science , 
with all the parts of it, both general, and ſpecial , 
vulgar, and myſtical , might be brought into ule and 
practice in the Schools , that men might not idlely loſe 

_their time in groundlefſe notions, and yain Chymeras, 
bur in choſe reall exerciſes of learning that would both 
profic chemfeives, ſucceeding generations, and other Sci- 
ences, 

\ , And I could alfo wiſh that the ſound, and eApods- 
#ital learning of (opernicus, Kepler, Ticho Brahe , 
Galileus , Balialdus, and fuchlike , might be introduced; 
and the rotten and ruinous Fabriek of Ar;#totle and Ptolomy 
reje&ed and laid afide, 


Crap. 


Cyar. X. 
Of ſome belps in Natural Philoſophy. 


NS when I come to lay down ſome expedients for the 
reformation and promotion of Phy/cal knowledge , 
4% things (I know ) will| be queſtioned , and inquired 
Ors 

And firſt, Whether all the whole body of the Ari- 
Fotelian Philoſophy ſhould be eliminated, and thrown a- 
Way. 
owhich I anfwer, No; for there are many things in 
bis Hi#tory of Animals, and ſome things in his Polrr;chs, 
Ethicks, Logick, CMetaphyſicks, and Rhetorick, that 
are commodious aad uſeful , yer ds they all Rand in need of 
reformation and amendment : But for his Natural Philoſo- 
phy, and his Afroxomy depending thereon , it admi's of 
no reformation, bur eradication , that ſome better may 
be introduced in the place thereof. And for his Expoſicors , 
avd Commencators , they inflead of reforming what was 
amiſſe in his writings, carried with a blind zeal to make 
him the onely oracle of truth, have increaſed the corrup- 
tion, and not ſupplyed the defefs , nor removed the er- 
routs. 

Secondly, it will be urged, That if the Peripate- 
tick Philoſophy which the Schools maintain , ſhould be 
taken away , where would any ſuch perfet, compleat , 
and methodical piece be found to frly the place chere- 
of, | | 
- To which it is anſwered, That I baye already demon- 
ſtrated, and laid open the faulcs and defeRs thereof, that 
there is no ſuch perfeRion in it atall as is ſuppoſed, and 
eherefore no inconyenience ro remoye it. And admit there 
WCEre 
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were no ſuch complear piece , as were to ſub3i- 
tute inſtead of the , £r:/tore lian leatning being taken away, 
the wete theſhame of Academres , thatwithin che 
compaſs of ſo many Centuries have done no more for the ad- 
yancemenc of learning , for che defe& is, the more 
it ought to (tir up all mens cadeayours to repair, and make 
good the ſame. And alſo there are ſome pieces of Philoſo- 
phy more compleat than Ariffo;les, as I ſhall ſhew in the 
following expedients, 

1. Ir cannot beexpeRted that Phyſical Science will arrive 
at any wiſhed perfection , ualeſſe the way and means, fo 
judiciouſly laid dowa by our learned Countreymn the Lo.d 
Bacaoy, be obſerved, ard incroduced into ex16t prattice ; 
And therefore I ſhall humbly defire , and earnetily preflc , 
that his-way and method may be imbraced , and fer up 
for a rule and pattern - that no Axiom: may be received 
but what are evidently proved and made gocd by diligent 
obſervation, and luciterouz experiments ; that ſuch mzy be 
recorded in a general hiftory of nacurat chings, that fo eve- 
ry age and generation , proceeding in the fame way , and 
upon the ſame principles, may dayly go on with the work, 
ro the building up of a well-grounded and lafting Fabtick , 


which indeed 18 the only true way for the inftauration and ad- 
yance of learning and knowledye. : 
2. How uafir, and unſuicable is ity for prople vrofeſſing 


4 


che Chriftian Religion to adhece unto chat Philoſophy whicti 
is altogether buik upon Er hnical principles, and indeed 
contrary and defiruthye to their tenects ? fo that I ſhall 
offer as 2 moſt fic expedient, that ſome Phyſical _ 

ripture 


might be introduced into the Schools, that is 
upon lenfible, rational , 

: and fuch a complear piece in the moſt parti - 
culars of all human learning ( though many yaioly and 
fallely imagine there isno ſuch perfe& work robe found ) is 
the elaborate wrivings of that profoundly learned man 
Dr. Fludd', thaw which for all the particulars before men= 
tioned{notwithftanding the ignorance and envy of all oppo- 
ſers ) the world never had a more rare , experimental and per- 
ket picce. Q_ + 
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105 ' BY 
EE, 3. Thatthe Philoſophy of Plato, revived ad metho» 

dized by Franciſcus Patritins, CMarſillins Fitinus , 
and others ; That of Demorritns,cleared, and in ſome mea- 
ſuedemonſirated , by Rexatis des Cartes, Regins, Pho« 
cylides Holwarda, and fome othersz That of Epicurws, 
illufirated by Perras Gaſſendins ; Thar of Philolaus, Ems 
pedocles, & Parmenides,refulcitated by Teleſins, Campas 
{la , and ſome belides ; and that excellent CMagnerical 
Philoſophy - found out by DoRor Gilbert; "That of Her 
mes , revived by the Paracelſian School, may be brought 
into examination and praQiice , that whatſoever in any of 
thera , or others of what ſort ſocver, may be found agreeable 
ro truch and demonflration , may be imbraced, and received; 
for there axe none of them bur have excellent, and profitable 
things, and few of them but may juſtly be equallized with 
Ariſtotle, and the Scholaſtick haming, nay, I am confidenc 
upon due and ſerious peruſal and tryal, would be found far 
ro excel thei, 

That youth may not be idlely trained up in notions, 
ſpeculations, and verbal diſputes , bur may learn to inure 
their hands to labour, and rs their fingers. to the furnaces , 
that thz myfteries diſcovered by Pyrorechny , and the won= 
ders brought tolight by Chymiftry , may be rendered fami- 
liar unto them ; that ſo they may not grow proud with the 
brood cf their own brains, but truly to be taught by manu- 
al operation, and ocular experiment, chat ſo they may not 

| be ſayers, but doers, not idle ſpeculators, but painful o= 
perators; that ſo they may not be Sophiſters, and Phi 
- loſopher s , but Sophiſts indeed, trueNatural Magicians , 
that walk cot in the excernal circumference , but in the cene 
er of natures hidden ſecre:s, which can never come to pals, 
unleſs they have Laboratories as well as Libraries,and work 

in the fire, better than build Caſtles in the air. 

5- That the Galewical way of the medicinal part of Phye 
ſick ( a path that hath been long enough croddento yield ſo 
little fruit ) may not be the prifon that all men muſt be ig= 
Chained in, and ignorance , cheating andi ge Maine 
tained by Lawes and Charters ; but that the more ſure, yes 

all 
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and exqui fir way of finding the true cauſes, and certain 
cures of diſeaſes, brought to light by thoſe two moſt emi- 

nent and laborious pertons , Paracelſus, and Helmont , 
may be eatertained , proſecuced and promot<d ; that it may 
no longer be di e whether medicine (as irftands in the 
common road of uſe and form) be more helpful chan burtful, 
of Kill more than ir cures; and whether the Republique of 
Rome were more happy in the health of her Subje&s which 
wanted Phyſicians for five hundred years , than we that have. 
chem in more abundance than Caterpillers, or Hotſeleaches, 
And unleſs thele few expedients be put in praQtice , we may 
wax old in igaorance, and never ſee Phyſic11 knowledge ar- 
rive at any height of pacteRion; and ſo I paſs to the others 
following, 

The next is /etaphyſicks ,to help which I (hall only offer 
this expedient, that 1t might be reduced co ſome certain 
grounds aad principles , from whence demonſtrations might 
be drawn, that men might proceed with ſome certainty , 
acd not wander in the dark they know not whither, and 
ſo that the moſt ſie way of Renatus des Cartes may be 

; broughtinto ule, and exerciſe , who hath traced ir unto 
the head of the Spring , and ſhaken off the looſe and ſuper- 
fluous queſtions, notions, ard frivolous Chimeras thereof - 
That ſo it might become uſeful and beneficial, which as ic 
now-Rands, and is uſed (or rather abuſed) ſeryes for lictle 
elſe bur oaly to amuſe, and amaze the underſtanding, to 
blow up the Phantaſe withayrie andempty notions, and to 
make men yainly and fruicdeſsly waſt their moſt pretious 
tirve, which ſhould be beſtowed in things of more neceſſary 
ue, andof greater concernment, | 
As for Ethical knowledge , I ſuppoſe it better taught by 
preſident and practice, than by words and precepts, for ſeeing 
yertue doth conſiſt in ation, it muſt of n be far more 
laudable , that men be brought up to live yertuouſly, than to 
talk and diſpute of vertuc, ' and cherefore could with it more 
praRical and leſs ſpeculative, And yer could defirs that the 
nature of paſſions and affeRtions, veryues and vices, might be 
more radically demonftxated , and ſought into , than they 
f..þ Q_ 2 | arc 
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ace in the Scholaftick way, andtherefore ſhall onely propoſe 
that what CMelanithon and (arteſims bave diſcovered of 
them, might. be made documencal , and practicable, and 
that the dodtrine of them nught be made moxe confonanc to 
that Chriftian Region which men ſo much profes, ard glo- 
ry of , and that Sezeca and Epiftetus might not be fleight- 

ed, ard negle&:d , while Ariſtotle is ooly applauded :nd 
imbraced, berwixt whom there isno ſmall difference. 

Laſtly for.,Rhetorick and Poeſee, I ſhall preſcribe nothing, 
bur leave every man to the freedome of his genias, cnly to 
add this, that Emperoucs and Kings can make and create 
Dukes,” Marqueſſes, and Earls, but cannot make one O- 
rator or Poet » and fo ſhall conclude with the Lyrick Poet, 
Tu nihil invita facies, diceſwe, Minerva. 


IT 
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Cray, XI. 
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Some Expedients concerning their Cuſtome, an4 


Method. 


N order to. the, preſcription of remedies conceming their 
Cuſtomes agd Mechod, though ( asia the reſt) I cannot do 
what ſhould or ought to.be- done in fo weighty a matter, yer 
ſhall I contribute wharlies in my weak power, and at leaſt 
expreſI2 my good will, if not my $kill, | 
x. And fo ſhall ficR deſire that men may no: be tyed up 
all to ore method or way, leftas:it may. keepthem in a good 
path, ſo ic may ras from. imbracing , or following 
a better ; and 1t is cleer thatthere may be many-waies to-one 
PR. and divers methods for theatraining the ſame end' of 
nowlecges, fn as we would. not exclude men fromtttyals 
that they may fiad our the beſt, ſo wewouldnot ty them: to 
anyone, leſtit provethe worſt, * fl 


20 
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2, Thataboye all other things care may be had that time 

be not miſpent, or trifled » - which 38 4t ireparable 
loſs, and mccrly irreyocable, 4 


therefore T could wiſh thac 
Apeltes moto might be had in everlaſting remembrance , 
Nialla dies fine linea ; and Chetefore Jong vacations, relax4- 
tionsa rd intermiffions are to be looked upon a8' Seyils and 
Charibds , the rocks and ſhelyes whereon youtgrmen may 
cafily ſuffer Shipwrack, | 

2. I ſhall tender this, that all ſhould not be tyed to one 
' kerm er time, but eyery wy fn robe} 1, by 
bis induftry and Ci , thatc | that are pain - 
ful may be #1 my pe thole ms Me and -- 
may be aſhamed - And that none my be'debavied of his 
degree or grace y bow ſhort a time ſoeyer be hath been chere, 
if he be but able to perform the requifſites and exerciſes tn- 
joined, by which means merity organ, ſufficienty, nor fore 
mlity, (h:ll take place and be rewarded, 

4. Thae theirexerciſes may nor only be yerbal and diſpu- 
tative, but praRtical and-operative, that chey maay' rior 
be rryed what they can ſay, but what ow. can bo, Arg 
ly what they opinionate , but what rhey canperform, that 
as nature hath given them two hands, and bat one tongue, ſo 
they __ to work more and ſpeak lets. - 

5. Thar their exerciſes may be in the Engliſh xs well as 
o;her tongues , that while they labour to make other latte 
ouages familiac unto them , they become not altogether 
rangers uncotheir own - and thar ſcurrility, and childiſh- 
nefſs may be laid afide, and all things performed with more 
ſobriety and gravity. 

6. Thar neither antiquity nor novelty may take place 
above verity, left ir debaxrerus fromatmore diligent ſearch 
after truth and Sciences Nethet char untverſality of opinion 
be any preſident or rule to way our judgemeats from the in- 
veſtigation of Knowledge; for what marter is it whether we 
follow many or few, fo the truth be ourguide? for wz 
ſhould not follow a multicude rodoevil, and iris betcer ro 
accompany verity ſingle, than falfiry and errour with never 


ſo vreat a number, Neither is it fit that Authority ( whe- 
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ther of AriFotle or any echer)thould inchain us, but that 
_ there may be a general fre totry all things, andto 


hold faltthat which is good, that ſothere might be a Philos 
 ſophical liberty ro be bound to the authority of noae, but 
ecuth it ſelf, chen will men take pains, and arts will floutiſh. 

. Asto the order co be obſeryed in teaching the Arts , 

and: Sciences, doubtleſs there can be no better method, than 
leading them iato the fair fields of Mathematical learning, 


which by reaſon of irs perſpicuity and cercitude would fo 
ſertle _ ſeaſon the 0790 any, chat ic would ever after 
be ſufficiently armed to diſcern betwixt truth and opinion , 
demonliration and probability : and render- it more fit and 
able to proceed in Natural Philoſophy, and other Sciences, 
and fo to proceed to the Tongues, then to Phyſicks, and ſo 
to Logick, Metaphyſicks, and the like, which order with- 
out queſtion ,-would prove more adyantagious, than chat 
which the Schools have purſued for ſo many years with 1o 
liccle fruit, And theſe are the Expedients that for the preſeac 
I hay: to preſent, hoping they may be acceptable until ber- 
ter be found our; andiif any thing herein may appear co be 
erroneous, ler it be but candidly made manifelt , and he 
will be willing either to give further ſatisfaRion , or to re- 
claim his miſtakes, who in theſe things judge:b himſelf but 


as the meaneſt of men, and ſo no way privileged from frailry 
and infirmity, 


— 


FINIS. 


— 


